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Rite for the 

Installation of a Pastor

1.
During the Sermon Hymn the Officiate, the Pastor being installed, and the Council President gather before the altar.
Officiate:
Hear the Word of God pertaining to the work of a pastor:

St. Paul writes:  “The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Congregation Sings WOV #756 (verse 1)

Council President


Having deliberated prayerfully about our ministry goals for the future, and having an increased awareness of the role of pastor as one who trains Christians in skilled servant work, _____ Lutheran church has called The Reverend _____________to be our pastor.  This letter of call certifies that process, and we ask that he/she be installed as our pastor.

Officiate:
What is it that you expect of your pastor?

2.
At the doors of the Sanctuary.

Call Committee member
When we process out the doors of this sanctuary, having heard the Gospel and having been nourished at the table, we process into fields full of people hungry to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. In the spirit of the Great Commission, Pastor _____, do you commit yourself to training Christians to witness to the unchurched?

3.
At the baptismal font.
Call Committee member
As we reach out to the unchurched, more and more people will be led to this baptismal font, where they will die to sin, and rise up, cleansed for new life.  In the spirit of the Great Commission, Pastor _____, do you commit yourself to expanding our outreach into the local and global community?

Pastor
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Congregation Sings WOV #756 (verse 2)
4.
At the altar.
Call Committee member
You have been called to this church to preside over the table.  In the spirit of the Great Commission, do you commit yourself, Pastor _____, to developing and leading worship services that point us toward the mysterious gifts of Baptism and Holy Communion for daily living?

Pastor
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Congregation:  Sings WOV #756 (verse 3)
5.
At the step in front of the altar.
Call Committee member
You have been called to this church to develop and lead spiritual education programs.  In the spirit of the Great Commission, do you commit yourself, Pastor _____, to teaching us in a way that helps us to grow into spiritually mature, Christ-like adults, who forgive as Christ forgives and give freely of our selves, our time, and our possessions in response to Christ, who freely gave his life for us?

Pastor
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Congregation Sings WOV #756 (verse 4)
6.
From the center of the congregation.
Call Committee member
You have been called to preach the Gospel and minister to those in need and in crisis.  It has been said of our Lord Jesus, AHe will not break a bruised reed.@ Therefore, do you commit yourself, Pastor _____, to the building up of those who are in need of spiritual care? 

Pastor
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Pastor
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me

Congregation Sings WOV #756 (verse 5)
7.
At the step in front of altar.
Officiate
Pastor _____, in the presence of this congregation will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, and promise to discharge your vocation in harmony with the constitutions of the church?

Pastor
 
I will, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Officiate
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Lutheran Church?

Pastor

I will, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Officiate
Will you lead them by your own example in the use of the      
      means of grace, in faithful service, and holy living?

Pastor

I will, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Officiate
You ask much of your pastor, but he/she alone is not the ministry in this church.  It is the duty of the pastor to teach and preach the Word and to administer the sacraments in order that you may be trained for the work to which you have been called in your baptism.  To that end, will you, as members of Christ=s holy catholic church, give this pastor your full support by:

Offering and submitting yourself to be trained to witness to the unchurched;

Offering your gifts and creative energies in worship;

Offering yourselves through regular worship and ongoing educational opportunities;

Offering yourselves to care for the pastor’s family, being attentive to their needs and continually praying for their well-being; 

Committing your selves to furthering the ministry of Christ in his name, in this community, and in the world;

Committing yourselves to living together in peace and unity as the body of Christ?

Congregation
We will, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Officiate     Do you, then, receive the gift of this pastor who God has sent you?

Congregation 
We do and we give thanks to God for God’s boundless love.
8. The Pastor kneels before the altar and the Officiate lays his/her hands upon the pastor’s shoulders.

Officiate
Pastor _____ on behalf of Bishop Ronald Warren, and by his authority, the parish of _____ Lutheran Church is committed to your care and I install you as pastor of this parish; in the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit.  

9.
The Pastor rises.  The Officiate addresses the Pastor and the congregation.

Officiate
The one who began a good work among you bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus the Christ.  

Council President
And all the people said . . .

Congregation
AMEN!
10.
The congregation may applaud the Holy Spirit’s work, through the call committee.

11.
Worship continues with the confession of faith using the Nicene Creed.

Note:   If your congregation doesn't have With One Voice copies to use as the rite suggests, but you do have a CCLI license, you can copy the text in the bulletin (including permission line), and then put it to one of the Lutheran Book of Worship tunes in 87 87 D meter.  Make sure to try the text with the tune in advance, since not all music in that meter work well with this text.  An example of one that works well in this case is "In Babilone," LBW #364 ("Son of God, Eternal Savior").
