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Volunteers come and volunteers go. Yes, many, many of you come back (again
and again). If you have not yet traveled to our Mississippi Gulf Coast PK (Post
Katrina) you may not fully understand why “we” are not further along in the
recovery process … not completely restored! In the early days PK, the media
tried to convey the vastness of the destruction due to the intensity of this
hurricane, but actually photos don’t tell our story. You have to travel along
Highway 90 (Beach Blvd.) and up and down the streets leading to and from the
beach to realize that you are driving for 50+ miles and all that remains is a vast,
silent waste. Little stands.

Many ask questions about our composition; here’s what it was like BK (Before
Katrina):

Hancock County
(Clermont Harbor, Waveland, Bay

St. Louis, etc.)

Harrison County
(Pass Christian, Long Beach,

Gulfport, Biloxi, etc.)

Population 42,967 189,601
Per Capita Personal Income $23,370 $25,693
Housing Units 21,072 79,636
Owner Occupied Housing Units 13,457 44,845
Median Household Income $35,202 $35,624

Katrina left more than 40 million cubic yards of debris in her wake here in Mississippi.
This is more than 25 million cubic yards of debris. To give you an idea of how much
debris has been cleared, it would take someone in a standard pick up truck more than 8
million trips to a waste facility to move 25 million cubic yards of debris. If the number of
pick up trucks to haul 25 million cubic yards of debris lined up, they would stretch
around the world. Twenty-five million cubic yards of debris placed in a building 100 feet
by 100 feet, would reach 13 miles into the sky.


