
 
 
 
 
 
About the Souper Bowl of Caring 
In 1990, a simple prayer (“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of 
those who are without a bowl of soup to eat”) moved youth at a single church in Columbia, SC to 
help hungry and hurting people. The youth stood at church doors and collected donations in soup pots 
and donated the money directly to a charity in their community. Other churches soon heard of this 
creative way to serve God and since the program began, $41 million has been generated for charities 
across the country.  
 
Participation can be a teachable moment for young people to learn about the magnitude of domestic 
and international hunger, as well as recognize that God can use them to make a positive difference in 
the lives of others. The Souper Bowl of Caring is one small step in the fight against hunger and 
poverty, but our hope is that it will teach young people to move beyond themselves to help others and 
develop a lifelong passion for service. 
 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  announces its support of Souper Bowl of Caring, a national 
initiative that is working towards the goal of transforming Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s largest 
youth-led weekend of giving and serving.   
 
Eight Thrivent Financial regions have committed a total of $40,000 to support Souper Bowl of Caring 
including the Northeast, Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, Florida, Ohio, SW Wisconsin, and 
Michigan Regions.  These regions represent 20 states, plus the District of Columbia. Thrivent Financial 
hopes this alliance will help increase participation in Souper Bowl of Caring among Lutheran 
congregations across the country; thus, resulting in increased donations to charities that fight hunger and 
poverty.   
 
Since 1990 Souper Bowl of Caring participants have generated more than $41 million for local charities 
in all 50 states by asking for donations on Super Bowl Sunday and donating 100% of their collection to 
the charity of their choice that fights hunger and poverty. In 2007, nearly 2,400 Lutheran congregations 
participated and collected donations totaling more than $875,000.  . 
 
"Lutheran churches have been long-time supporters of the Super Bowl of Caring and Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans is proud to be a 2008 sponsor of this great national effort,” said Brad Hewitt, Sr. Vice 
President, Fraternal Operations, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  “Reaching out to people in need 
through our members is at the heart of who we are at Thrivent Financial.”  
 
 
Participation is easy 

· Encourage your churches to register at www.souperbowl.org  
· Help collect donations on Super Bowl Sunday 
· Be present for the donation of funds from the church to the charity 

 


