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Report to the 2022 ELCA Southeastern Synod Council and Assembly 
The Rev. Kevin L. Strickland 
Bishop 
 
Dear church, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus! Amen. As we gather in assembly, we do so around 
the theme of “Unmute Yourself: Tell the World of God’s love!” We are a storytelling people and 
embedded into the pages of God’s love story. 
 
I have always loved a good story. I love the narrative, the build-up, the climax, the ending, and 
the left-hanging. I love all of what goes into making a story a “good story.”  I am even more 
engaged when I feel like I have a place in the story or can picture an application to my own life.  
 
My friend, and former Program Director for Lutheridge camp in Arden, NC, Pastor Mary Caniff-
Kuhn, always starts each devotion with, “I’d like to tell you a story.” As Pastor Mary tells a story 
from a children’s book or one passed down through the ages, she ties it in with God’s story and 
how we are all part of God’s story. This story of love, grace, liberation, and life-changing truth.  
 
Or, as Rachel Held Evans put it in her book, Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and 
Loving the Bible Again: 

“Jesus invites us into a story that is bigger than ourselves, bigger than our culture, 
bigger even than our imaginations, and yet we get to tell that story with the scandalous 
particularity of our particular moment and place in time. We are storytelling creatures 
because we are fashioned in the image of a storytelling God. May we never neglect the 
gift of that. May we never lose our love for telling the tale.” 

 
God’s great story of salvation is one we are invited into every time we gather for worship; each 
time we hear sacred stories from the pages of our history as God’s people; each time we hear this 
saving story told in song and prayer; each time we gather around bread and wine and hear those 
saving words once more; each time we draw close to the waters of baptism and hear of God’s 
cleansing water stories; and each time we are drawn into this transforming narrative in 
proclamation of God’s word.  
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Some of the ways I have witnessed we as a synod, unmuting ourselves and telling the story of 
God’s love are in, but not limited to some of the following ministries and persons that I would 
like to give thanks for: 
 

Staff: I continually give God thanks for the incredible partnership that I share with our 
synod staff. They are an incredibly gifted group, and without them, I could not do the 
work you have called me to do as your bishop. Since we last met in assembly, we have 
welcomed the Rev. Jonathan Hemphill, who serves as Assistant to the Bishop for 
Congregational Life. The Rev. Matt Steinhauer finished his work as the Assistant to the 
Bishop for Advocacy upon his retirement in January of 2022. We will also be bidding 
farewell and Godspeed to Ms. Carolyn Davis, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, at the 
end of July. Ms. Davis has served faithfully for many years and will be retiring. 
Beginning July 1st, we welcome Ms. Sue Tyler to our synod staff. Ms. Tyler will be the 
new Executive Assistant to the Bishop.  
 
Deans: We have sixteen deans in our synod who meet with me monthly and when 
needed. These faithful pastors assist me in the pastoral care, administration, and 
convening of rostered ministers in their areas. They also help tell the story of Jesus and 
his love in their local communities. Since our last assembly, we bid farewell to the 
following deans: The Rev. Gary Soop, The Rev. Mary Louise Sitton, and the Rev. Tom 
Clark.  
 
Synod Council: The synod council is the governing body of the synod and faithfully 
executes the oversight and responsibilities. More than that, this group has gathered with 
me many times outside of the scheduled meetings. As a result, we can hear stories of 
God’s good work throughout the synod and how we can continue to support those 
ministries from just surviving to thriving.  
 
Candidacy: Discerning God’s call to public ministry is a communal process, and as 
such, we have dedicated lay and rostered persons who serve on our candidacy committee. 
These persons walk with and accompany candidates in their discernment and journey 
towards ordained ministry within this church. I encourage all of you to identify 
individuals you think have a call for public ministry and encourage them to discern a call 
to serve the church as a pastor or deacon.  
 
Diversity and Justice (2021 Goal) and Evangelism (2022 Goal): As part of our 2025 
Strategic Vision Plan, we have identified a major goal every year. I am so proud of the 
work of the Diversity and Justice task force. Through their work, we have engaged in the 
necessary and hard work of diversity, justice, and equity. They have held training events, 
webinars, resource sharing for congregations, and much more. As well, 2022’s primary 
goal is evangelism, and we have been leading training events on zoom and will continue 
those efforts throughout this year. Be on the lookout for evangelism grants for 
congregations that will be available in the Fall of 2022.  
 
Congregations and Rostered Ministers: To each of you, I give God thanks for all the 
many ways you continue to share the good news of a God who will not leave us nor 
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forsake us and for how you have been messengers of that good news and remained 
faithful. You have all shown remarkable resilience and fortitude throughout this 
pandemic. We are church together and for the sake of the world; better together, because 
of each of you. Thank you! 

 
There are countless others and many more ministries about which I could go into great detail. I 
encourage you to read the more significant aspects of those ministries listed in the reports. Please 
know that as the world and the church seem to be ever-changing and challenging, I can not 
imagine doing this work you have called me to without each of you.  
 
May we never grow weary of hearing the old, old story of Jesus and his love! And, may we 
continue to invite others into this story: a word that will continue to transform the narrative of 
hate into love, swords into plowshares, and enemies into friends. Amen.  
 

 


