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Report to the 2022 ELCA Southeastern Synod Assembly 
Imran Siddiqui 
Synod Vice President 
 
Happy Pentecost, dear Synod Assembly! My heart is warmed by the fact that we shall be gathering 
together in person again at long last. After canceling the 2020 Synod Assembly, and doing a mostly 
virtual 2021 Synod Assembly, I have deeply missed coming together to worship together and do the 
work of our Synod. Since being elected as your Synod Vice President, this will only be the second in 
person Synod Assembly we have had. After two years of the pandemic, a canceled Assembly, and a 
virtual Assembly, fully gathering in Assembly feels like the flames alighting once again on the Church.  
 
As Vice President of the Southeastern Synod, it is my honor and duty to chair meetings of our Synod 
Council. I feel privileged to serve with a very talented and dedicated group of people whom you have 
chosen as your representatives to our Synod Council. I am more than grateful for their participation 
in our meetings and their unique perspectives on various issues regarding our Synod. We have asked a 
lot of our Synod Council in the last two years. We have met virtually far more times than anyone could 
have anticipated. Therefore, I could not be more thankful to our Synod Council members. We, as a 
Synod, are truly blessed. 
 
Also during this past year, I have continued to participate in the monthly Synod Vice President Zoom call. 
These monthly meetings continued to be highly beneficial in terms of fellowship and coming up with 
new strategies on how to lead our respective Synods during this difficult time. This past year we 
especially focused on issues of our Synods coming back to in person worship and in person Synod 
Assemblies. We have also discussed our upcoming Churchwide Assembly in August. We continue to 
share best practices and request each other’s help and guidance on thorny issues. 
 
In addition, this past Spring, I formally took on the role of the Chair of the Region 9 Council. Our Region 9 
Council consists of the Bishops and Synod Vice Presidents of our Synod as well as the Florida-Bahamas 
Synod, Caribbean Synod, North Carolina Synod, South Carolina Synod, and Virginia Synod. Our Synods 
join together to do important combined work that would be difficult for any Synod to do alone. We also 
share our joys and our challenges with an aim to help each other in the paths ahead. I am excited to 
help guide our Region forward in its work 
 
We gather this year under the theme “Unmute Yourself”. It was a common refrain over the last few 
years as the vast majority of our meetings and conversations happened virtually over Zoom, or Teams, 
or WebEx. We all found ourselves at one point or another talking to the screen, but not being heard. 
Until we were invited to unmute ourselves so we could remove the barrier to others hearing us. And so 
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we ponder on how we can allow ourselves and others to be more fully heard. We hope to speak our 
stories and to listen to others stories so that God’s people will come out of this time of darkness in 
conversation, love, and hope. I pray that we will continue to engage in these sorts of conversations over 
the weekend of our Assembly. 
 
To help us in our conversation and journey this weekend, we will be joined by Bishop Leila Ortiz, Bishop 
of the Metropolitan Washington DC Synod, Deacon John Weit, Assistant to the Presiding Bishop and 
Executive for Worship of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and Bishop Rob Wright of the 
Atlanta Diocese of the Episcopal Church. I look forward to help, guidance, and words as we explore our 
theme and do the work of the Church. 
 
I wish to express my since gratitude and appreciation for Bishop Kevin Strickland, Treasurer Steve 
Gehret, Secretary Randy Jones, and members of the Executive Committee for their guidance, assistance, 
and support this past year. We are blessed to have an Executive Committee that works so well together 
and enjoys each other’s company. I also want to thank the Synod Staff for all the important work they 
have done in this past year, and especially those who have joined the Staff in the past year. 
 
It is an honor and privilege to serve as Vice President of our Synod. I appreciate the work that we all do 
together. Thank you for all of your efforts on behalf of our Synod and our Church. I really look forward 
to seeing all of you in person! 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Imran Siddiqui 
Southeastern Synod Vice President 


