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Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational Life 

The Rev. Jonathan P. Hemphill 
 
“A joy-filled workplace gives people the freedom to use their talents and skills for the benefit of 

society, without being crushed or controlled...” 
                                                                                                       -Dennis W. Bakke, Joy at Work 
 
Just ten months ago I embarked upon a call that required me to leave my home, my 
congregation, my friends, my community, my people and my comfort to say yes. Yes, to what I 
believe was Jesus calling me deeper to explore new realities, new possibilities and new ministry. 
Over these ten months, I have had the opportunity to meet incredible people often in times of 
crisis, loss and uncertainty. I have been able to use my own experience to empathize with 
congregations that are in the tension of not yet knowing, while yet believing that God will see 
them through. I have had the opportunity to travel down to the coast of Mississippi through 
Mobile, Alabama and preach the Good News and I have presided at the table in congregations all 
the way up in Eastern Tennessee. I have been with congregations during tears of a retiring long-
time pastor, but also laughter at the hopes in anticipation of a new pastor. I have met 
congregations in conflict, and I have been in congregations of celebration. Through it all, I start 
each day with joy. Joy, that comes from the freedom to express how big, how wide, the love of 
God is for all of us, no matter where we find ourselves. The road is not always paved, things 
shifts and change, but I always find joy in the work I do.  With every call committee I work with, 
I always share that I believe the best is yet to come and no matter how big or small, your 
congregation is, you can thrive!  
 
My work has been vast from meetings with the Diversity and Justice Taskforce, to leading the 
Multi-Synodical Taskforce initiatives for Gun Violence and Police Brutality.  I have been 
working with the Worship Team for the Synod Assembly Revival Worship and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Commemoration. I have collaborated alongside Pr. Patti Axel and the Stewardship 
Team to create our Advent series videos, “Fearless Generosity.” My work has included being 
present in the community and represent our synod for the Atlanta Mayor Inter-Faith Prayer 
Breakfast, Multifaith Initiative to End Mass Incarceration Georgia, Vigil for the Victims of Gun 
Violence at St. Luke Episcopal Church, NAACP Annual Observance at the Jerusalem Cemetery 
in Savannah. I have also participated in feeding the homeless at Woodruff Park in Downtown 
Atlanta with Pr. Jin Hwang. I have had Café with PJ with some of you by zoom and others at 
local coffee shops. For some, we have shared a meal which includes dinner with the African 
Descent Lutheran Association for my family and I when we arrived to Atlanta. 
 
These last 10 months have been a joy to serve, to learn, to glean and to be present in this Synod. I 
am grateful for my wonderful colleagues. I have the best Bishop in the world. I see his hard 
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work, his passion and compassion to serve God well. I continue to look forward to visiting 
congregations and serving this synod. It is my joy to unmute and to equip, empower and engage 
our synod toward greatness. We are better together! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Pastor J. 


