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Southeastern Synod Guatemala Team report to the 
Southeastern Synod Assembly 
2021-2022 

The partnership shared between the Southeastern Synod and the Iglesia Luterana Augistina de 
Guatemala (ILAG) is strong and growing. Our team works to actively accompany ILAG with prayer, 
relationships, and financial support while also seeking to involve the congregations of our Synod in 
active involvement in the partnership.   

We are delighted to report that throughout the year Pastor President Karen Castillo has had many 
conversations with Bishop Strickland, our team, and people throughout our Synod. Lines of 
communication have been open and regular as we share greetings and updates about ministry. We are 
thankful for Pr. Karen’s faithful leadership in Guatemala and her commitment to building relationships 
with the people and congregations of our Synod. Please receive greetings from her on behalf of ILAG. 

ILAG has also announced that they will begin to receive delegations of visitors again in 2022. An initial 
delegation has been planned in coordination with other partners in the ELCA for a visit this summer. Pr. 
Justin Eller will represent the Southeastern Synod and bring greetings on our behalf. This will pave the 
way for a resumption of pre-pandemic delegation visits in later 2022 and 2023. Information about these 
visits will be shared with the Synod.  

On September 11, 2021 our team hosted the virtual Guatemala Gala under the theme “Dreams for our 
Daughters.” This virtual Gala featured speakers from across ILAG and across the Southeastern Synod. 
Lutherans in both countries shared their dreams for their daughters and we discovered that we have 
much in common. This video can be found at www.elca-ses.org/gala-2021. Through the generosity of 
the people and congregations of the Southeastern Synod, we raised over $47,000 as part of this event. 
In the 2021 school year thirteen young women were enrolled in the program and that number has 
grown to fifteen for the current 2022 school year! These students are completing their middle school 
and high school education while also learning trade skills, Lutheran theology, and growing as women 
leaders. 

In total, the congregations of our Synod sent $108,203 to ILAG to support the faithful ministry taking 
place in Guatemala. These funds support the MILAGRO Women’s Center, Disaster Relief, general ILAG 
ministries, and the Human Development Initiative which seeks to empower congregations by connecting 
them with resources that already exist in Guatemala.  

On Sunday, May 1, 2022, the Southeastern Synod Guatemala Team invited the congregations of our 
Synod to participate in Guatemala Sunday. This was an opportunity to increase awareness and 
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engagement for congregations with our Synod’s partnership with the Lutheran Church in Guatemala: 
Iglesia Luterana Augustina de Guatemala (ILAG). We are thankful that so many congregations made use 
of the resources that were available online (www.elca-ses.org/guatemala-sunday) and which were also 
emailed and mailed to every congregation. We are also thankful for the high level of support from ILAG, 
the Bishop’s Office, and pastors throughout our Synod who helped to develop the resources for 
Guatemala Sunday.  

In Christ, 
Pastor Stephen Friedrich 
Southeastern Synod Guatemala Team, Chair 


