
Newberry College has enjoyed 165 years of partnership in education and ministry with the Lutheran 
church. As the church continues to reform and grow, so does the College. Let this report serve as a 
review of our accomplishments, impossible without the support of our partners in faith, and as a token of 
gratitude for the $19,959.22 in synodical giving in 2021.

“Building The Berry”
This spring, Newberry College broke ground on three major 
construction projects, benefiting every aspect of the College 
community. The Nursing & Health Science Center, an 
11,000-square-foot facility with state-of-the-art classrooms 
and simulation labs, will become home to the nursing, health 
science, respiratory therapy and health science programs. 
Stadium Phase II, the second of three waves of renovations 
to the athletic stadium, will bring new east-side seating and 
an 18,000-square-foot field house, including locker rooms, 
coach’s offices and classrooms. The College will also add 
its ninth residence hall, set to house 104 upperclassmen, 
adjacent to the Alumni Music Center.

Newberry College Now Offers Master’s Degrees
In July 2021, the College announced its first new graduate 
program, an online Master of Science in Organizational 
Development and Leadership. Classes began last fall, and 
the first class of graduates will receive their degrees in August 
2022. The program is headed by Dr. Kelli Lynn Fellows, 
dean of online and graduate programs. Newberry College 
has offered graduate degrees before, however, awarding 
54 degrees between 1885 and 1928, in subjects including 
mathematics, philosophy, physics, Latin and Greek.

Coffman Becomes Campus Pastor
The Rev. David W. Coffman became Newberry College’s 
campus pastor in December 2021. He returns to his alma 
mater after serving in hospice care since 2013. Coffman is a 
1997 graduate of Newberry College and a 2001 graduate of 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. Coffman succeeds 
the Rev. Ernie Worman, who retired in December 2020 after 
12 years in the role.

First Endowed Chairs Secure Lutheran’s Legacy
Near the end of a life well lived, World War II veteran and 
devoted Lutheran Cecil Harvey Bowers set aside funds to 
establish two endowed chairs at Newberry College. Now, that 
legacy is coming to fruition with the Cecil Harvey Bowers Chair 
in Religion and the Edith Counts Bowers Chair in Accounting.

Newberry Edge to Prioritize Student Advising
Newberry Edge, the College’s new Quality Enhancement 
Plan, is designed to pave clear pathways for students 
to graduation. Officially launching in fall 2022, the 
comprehensive plan seeks to enhance academic advising, 
a process through which students work with advisors to find 
courses, internships and other academic opportunities that 
lead to graduation and further career success.

Newberry College Among Top Five For  
Best Value
U.S. News & World Report named Newberry College No. 
4 for Best Value among colleges in the South, our sixth 
consecutive year in the top 10. Newberry College also held 
its place among the top 10 for social mobility and retained its 
No. 11 position among the overall best colleges in the region.

Newberry College Signs Agreement with  
S.C. Technical Colleges
In 2021, Newberry College and the South Carolina Technical 
College System signed an agreement designed to enhance 
the smooth transfer of respiratory therapy graduates from 
the state’s 16 technical colleges. The move will help meet 
demand for respiratory care professionals as the bachelor’s 
degree becomes the industry standard. Newberry College’s 
program is the only one of its kind in South Carolina.

Synodical Gifts Support Lutheran Education
In its February meeting, the Newberry College Board of 
Trustees ratified membership for the Rev. Kevin L. Strickland 
’04, bishop of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA. Strickland 
is expected to take his seat on the board later this spring.

Synodical Gifts Support Lutheran Education
As South Carolina’s Lutheran college, we greatly appreciate 
the prayers and support of our partner churches, rostered 
leaders and individual Lutherans. As a tuition-driven 
institution, the generous financial support of our church family 
is instrumental in helping Newberry College provide a quality 
liberal arts education rooted in our Lutheran values. If you 
would like to make an individual gift, please visit newberry.
edu/giving, or contact Whitney Mitchell ’09, Assistant Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement, at Whitney.Mitchell@
newberry.edu, or at 803.321.5694.
The total 2021 calendar year Synodical giving is $19.959.22. 
This includes the South Carolina Synod, Southeastern Synod 
and the Florida-Bahamas Synod.
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