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June 3, 2022 
 
Grace and Peace! 

ADLA Southeastern Chapter - The Association serves as the collective Synod-wide “voice” for Lutherans who self-identify 
as African Americans, African Nationals, and Afro-Caribbean 

 
 “The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
Ezekiel 37:1-3  
 
Like so many organizations whose work centers on and around the human connection, the ADLA chapter’s 
experience in 2021 can be compared to the valley of dried bones. We missed our brothers and sisters in person, 
and while grateful for Zoom technology, it falls short of the life-giving programming that sustains our 
community.  Necessitated by the fatigue that most People of Color feel from repeated exposure to racism, 
particularly during the Pandemic, and in wanting to provide space for our leaders to REST and heal, a 
programming pause was implemented. We recognize how the work of resilience amid racism still takes a toll on 
our bodies and to continue the work we feel called to; restoration should be prioritized. Leaning into the words 
of the prophet Ezekiel, we are assured of the spirit of the Lord to restore and revitalize and recreate 
community.   
 
In the liminal spaces, the chapter found time to reflect and plan for an exciting but cautious 2022.  
 
In February, we graciously accepted an invitation to participate in the annual Wreath laying and Memorial 
Ceremony commemorated by the Committee of the Old African American Cemetery at Ebenezer and shared 
this with the community at Jerusalem Lutheran Church. Through the gracious invitation of The Rev Richard 
Johnson, ADLA hosted the guests for a post fellowship and refreshments reception at the Pavilion across from 
the old historic kitchen next to the old Sugar Cane mill and Syrup pot on Jerusalem’s grounds. The presence of 
The Rev Jason Talsness, Dean and the ecumenical attendance from other local congregations was much 
appreciated. Three members of the chapter joined me as well: Kim Anthony -VP, Marie Butler- Fund 
Development Chair, and Adrainne Gray.  We were also very grateful for The Rev. Johnathan Hemphill’s 
presence and his greetings from Bishop Kevin Strickland.   
 
Building on Emeritus Bishop Gordy’s sermon in 2012, in my address, I reminded the community, that while 
we are called in 2 Corinthians 5:18 to be reconciled one to the other, because Christ gives us the ministry of 
reconciliation, for People of Color, we contend that there are steps to be taken before; preconditions must be 
met to have healthy race relations. The wreath laying ceremony in commemoration of black and white bodies 
serves as a preservation of the history and a remembrance of the pain.  When jointly attended and prioritized 
marks a good step towards meeting the criteria for such pre-conditions. It is only when we engage in healthy 
discussions of where hurt comes from and what healing looks like that reconciliation begins. 
 
The chapter expects to host an Arts Festival in September (date to be confirmed) in collaboration with the area 
congregations and Artists interested in the Massacre at Ebenezer to do its part to raise funds to erect an obelisk 
as a permanent place of remembrance on the cemetery grounds. 
 
We wrapped up 2021 with Christmas baskets joining Rock of Ages Lutheran Church in providing meals for 10 
families in the Good Samaritan congregation. 
 
Looking ahead, we continue to do the work of being in community with community: 
• June 18th - Annual Summer Juneteenth Festival (formally Summer Festival) – Emmanuel Lutheran 

Church 12 pm to 4 pm 
• September – Arts Festival, Savannah - TBD 
• October 1st – Prayer Breakfast (location TBD) 
• December -  

• HIV/AIDS - World Health Organization/chapter workshop - Virtual 
• Kwanza Worship Service - Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 12/31 

 

General Meetings - 2022, 7:30 to 8:30 pm EST 

• April - Friday 1st  
• June - Friday 10th  
• August - Friday 12th  
• October - Friday 14th  
• December - Friday 9th 
 
Warm regards, 
Roxann Thompson, President 
African Descent Lutheran Association, Southeastern Chapter 
“In Community, With Community” 
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