
Inspiritus Report to the 2022 Southeastern Synod Assembly 
 
 
 
In 2021 and 2022, a global pandemic, chaos in Afghanistan, a war in Ukraine, economic 
uncertainty, dramatic inflation and a housing crisis, climate change and the great resignation 
weren’t just idle hyperbolic threats. We all were impacted by these threats. However, each of 
these threats provided a real and exacerbated danger for the individuals and families who 
Inspiritus supports on their journeys from surviving to thriving. 
 
Climate change has caused storms to dramatically intensify and happen more frequently. 
Thankfully, Inspiritus has developed rapid response capability to go into communities 
immediately after a storm to begin offering accompaniment and relief to residents, some of 
whom have who lost everything. Inspiritus can also now provide clean drinking water for entire 
communities when municipal water treatment plants have been inundated. Inspiritus 
volunteers help to restore order for residents by mucking and gutting, sifting, sorting, tarping, 
and removing debris while building important relationships with local authorities and residents. 
In addition, Inspiritus has the capability to oversee new home construction and home repairs 
for individuals who would be lost and unable to rebuild without our support. Currently, 
Inspiritus is on the ground helping Middle Tennessee communities rebuild in Cookeville, 
Nashville, and Waverly, in small farming communities in Northwest Tennessee such as Dresden, 
as well as in Newnan, Georgia and Mayfield, Kentucky. Visit weinspirit.org to learn how you and 
your church can be involved. 
 
Chaos in Afghanistan and a war in Ukraine left millions of people in those countries with little 
hope of survival without fleeing for their lives. In response to these disasters, Inspiritus staff 
and volunteers rapidly resettled the largest number of refugees in our history, all during the last 
12 months. This work immediately followed a year in which Inspiritus’ Refugee and Immigrant 
Services almost had to close our doors due to several years of government refugee reductions, 
resulting in the fewest number of refugee approvals in the modern history of the US 
Resettlement program. With the support of partners, such as Southeastern Synod 
congregations, Inspiritus was able to preserve our Refugee services program and was ready to 
help as the Afghan and Ukraine crises arose. Since September 2021, Inspiritus has worked with 
the US Office of Refugee Resettlement, LIRS, and local faith and community partners to expand 
the refugee program from Savannah and Atlanta, to include Birmingham and Nashville now 
also. Thanks to a direct “micro lending” grant from the US State Department, Office of Refugee 
Resettlement, Inspiritus is also now able to make loans to help refugees start businesses, build 
credit, and strengthen their financial position, by accelerating their access to mainstream 
lending. Financial coaching and micro lending are allowing Inspiritus to empower refugees 
economically as they rebuild their lives in the US in the midst of ballooning inflation and 
looming economic uncertainty. Visit weinspirit.org to learn more about how you and your 
congregation can be involved. 
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COVID-19 continued to wreak havoc on children and families across America in 2021-2022. 
Inspiritus offers programs that strengthen families, prevent child abuse, and support children 
with complex medical and behavioral health needs through specialized foster care. When the 
state determines that a family is unable to safely provide care for children with complex needs, 
Inspiritus partners with the Department of Family and Children Services to find safe and 
nurturing homes for both short and long-term needs. We also have a program to support adults 
with developmental and intellectual disabilities in a host home setting, who otherwise, very 
likely may have to be institutionalized due to a lack of a community-based solution. These 
programs operate in Georgia and are stable and poised to grow in the near future. We are 
actively looking for families who would like to become foster parents or support companions in 
Georgia (visit the www.weinspirit.org to learn how you can be involved). 
 
The lack of affordable housing is a national crisis that is especially pressing in urban centers. In 
Nashville, Inspiritus is looking to help provide some relief to the crisis by building a mixed-use 
facility that would provide up to 80 units of much needed affordable housing for seniors and 
individuals with disabilities. The facility would also provide much needed community gathering 
space and space for Inspiritus’ growing programs to serve north Nashville and greater middle 
Tennessee. 
 
Real and present dangers threaten to overwhelm our communities, but with God’s help and the 
support of the ELCA Southeastern Synod and many others, Inspiritus is addressing these 
disruptive global, social, and economic challenges with effective local solutions. Thank you for 
your support and your partnership. We recognize that we do not do this work alone. May God 
continue to bless our work together! 
 
Sincerely, 
John Moeller 
President and CEO 
Inspiritus 
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