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Report to the Assembly  
Pastor Jill J. Henning  
Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership and Administration  
 
I always loved a story that had more than one book in the series, I hate when a story ends, I 
want to know what happens next, where the characters go. A good story does that, doesn’t it? 
It draws you in, captures your imagination, makes you part of it. I think that might be why I love 
the beginning of John’s Gospel. “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God.” That very sentence draws you to want to know the “Word” and what 
it all means. We know this story, don’t we? We know the stories from our childhood, with songs 
we learned in Vacation Bible School. We know the stories of our lectionary that leads us 
through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. We know the story of the locked room, after Jesus’ 
ascension and the Holy Spirit’s power to take ones who were afraid and compels them into the 
world to invite others into that story and here we are.  
 
This story of God’s love and grace invites us in, it compels us and as all good stories do, makes 
us want to share that story with others.  
 
These past two years have been a challenging chapter in our story. We have struggled to see 
where we are meant to go when we are forced to stay home. And yet, time and time again, I 
heard stories after stories of how God continued to send the Holy Spirit into our lives to care for 
our neighbors, God continued to connect us as the Body of Christ with porch visits and drive in 
worship, God continued to send the Holy Spirit to have us imagine where God is calling us next.  
 
Our stories connect us, we pray for one another for the needs we hear from our stories shared. 
Our stories inspire us to learn from one another. Our stories remind us that God continues in 
our church and in our world.  
 
In my role on the Synod Staff, I have the privilege of hearing your stories, hearing of God’s 
wonderous acts through your congregations and your ministries. I have the privilege of 
discerning the Holy Spirit’s call into ministry through the stories and lives of our candidates for 
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ministry. I have the privilege to hear the stories of congregations discerning whom God is calling 
to lead them and discerning where God is calling them next.  
 
Stories connect us as the Body of Christ across this Synod and across our world, as we see God’s 
wonderous work through our companion Synod’s and our response to those in need through 
our disaster ministry and Lutheran World Relief.   
 
Our stories, begun in the waters of our baptism, also bring us the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection and that resurrection story shapes our future. We live in that hope and we live in 
that certainty that this story draws us onward.  
 
I am ever grateful for the work God has called me to and for my family that supports me in it 
and for each of you whose stories inspire me and bless my life.  


