
Youth Committee Report to Synod Council
June 2022

Over the past year, the Synod Youth Committee has been hard at work to welcome, engage, and advocate 
for the youth and young adults in the Southeastern Synod. This letter summarizes key events of the past 
year and reports on plans for the upcoming year.

Youth Events

● All-State Events
○ All-Tennessee 2021 was held online. Staff and participants worked through the process of

sharing our personal faith stories.
○ All-Georgia 2022 was a dispersed event, with two different groups gathered. One group

gathered at Lutheranch, and the other group gathered at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in
Athens, GA. Since groups could download materials, two individual congregations in
Tennessee also participated.

○ All-State events will be RETURNING IN-PERSON this year! All-Georgia 2023 will take
place at Camp Grace in Roberta, GA; the location of All-Tennessee 2022 is still to be
determined.

● SESLYO Assembly
○ This spring, the Southeastern Synod Youth Organization elected members for the

2022-2023 board. We are still in search of youth to fill multiple open positions. If you
know of a youth who would like to serve in any of the open positions, please contact
Pastor Michael Jannett. Position descriptions and a nomination form can be found here.

■ Currently filled positions: Chair (Chloe James), Secretary (Amanda Robinson),
Director of Communications (AJ Jannett), LGTBQ+ Representative (Emilia
Martin), Disabled Representative (Hollyn Kershner), Synod Representative
(Braeden Martin), Conference 4 Representative (Ella Dunn), and Conference 9
Representative (Evvy Fuller).

■ Positions yet to be filled: Chair Elect, Chaplain, Multicultural Representative, and
Conference Representatives for Conferences 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, & 8.

● Affirm
○ Affirm 2020 and 2021 gatherings were held virtually.
○ We are SO HAPPY to announce that Affirm 2022 (June 12 - June 17, 2022) is BACK

IN-PERSON at the University of West Alabama in Livingston, AL. We currently have
about 100 youth participants registered so far and are still accepting applications through
June 1, 2022. You can find the online registration here.

● ELCA Youth Gathering
○ Due to ongoing health concerns from the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2022 ELCA Youth

Gathering has been canceled.
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https://www.sesyouth.org/seslyo-board-positions
https://www.sesyouth.org/affirm


○ There are plans for The National Youth Gathering to return in-person in 2024 in New
Orleans.

Programming

● In the fall of 2021, the Synod Youth Committee planned and conducted a six-week instructional
seminar titled “Growing Younger.” This program, based on the book Growing Young from the
Fuller Youth Institute, focused on key aspects of how we as a church can engage and retain youth
and young adults as we seek to ensure the longevity and prosperity of our congregations. The
seminars directly reached multiple congregations, and we plan to reach even more in Fall 2022
with a reboot of the program. Please submit all interest to Pastor Michael Jannett.

● Looking ahead in 2022, the Synod Youth Committee plans to address the growing mental health
crisis by creating workshops/seminars to help educate and advocate for mental health in youth and
young adults. These seminars would serve youth/young adults, parents/guardians, and church
personnel.

The Committee

● This year, the following board members are rolling off: Pastor Ed Myers, Johanna Graham, and
Kristen Walker. We are so thankful for their contributions over their respective terms.

● We are currently formally inviting and welcoming new members to join our team in the coming
months.

We as the Synod Youth Committee look forward to a wonderful year in partnership with the ELCA and
Southeastern Synod.

Best,

Emily Nord

Emily Nord

Chair Synod Youth Committee

Pastor Michael Jannett

Pastor Michael Jannett

Assistant to the Bishop for Formation and Communication

Members of the 2022-2023 Synod Youth Committee

Chloe James (SESLYO Chair 2022-2023), Pastor Susan Thisell, Kaitlin Blount
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