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Whereas, Kim Boettner is an active and involved member in the life of Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Birmingham, Alabama, where she is a community activist and voice for those 
without voice who has exhibited Christ’s call of loving one’s neighbor to build relationships across 
artificial boundaries.; and 
 
Whereas, she has participated in numerous public actions of advocacy on behalf of organizations 
such as Black Lives Matter; and Mothers Demand Action, an organization working to reduce gun 
violence; March for our lives; and Faith in Action Hope and Lament Walk for those mourning the 
death of an individual due to gun violence; and 
 
Whereas, she not only participated in the 2018 Poor Peoples Campaign, A National Call for Moral 
Revival, but she willingly became a Moral Witness to the plight of the poor and working poor which 
led to her being arrested for standing with the least of these: and 
 
Whereas, she has consistently and persistently called her local, state, and federal, elected 
representatives so that they hear from voting members of the community that the role of lawmakers 
is to care for those in their community who are vulnerable, and that we are indeed our brothers and 
sisters keeper: and 
 
Whereas, Hoover Ahead, a grassroots organization of Hoover, Alabama, residents committed to 
celebrating diversity and promoting equity and inclusion throughout the city, asked her to join them 
as an ambassador, where she has added her voice at meetings in the community; and 
 
Whereas, she is organizing the initiative in the Shepherd of the Hills congregation and the 
community, leveraging her contacts and networks to partner with the Inspirtus organization to 
settle Afghan ally refugees in Birmingham, Alabama; 
 
Therefore, be it 
RESOLVED by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Southeastern Synod (ELCA, SE) on 
this day, June 3, 2022, to award to Kim Boettner, the Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award, 
in honor of her courage and faithfulness to the Gospel, in living out her baptismal promises to 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for 
justice and peace.; and, be it further 
 
Resolved, to award Kim Boettner $1,000 to be donated from the Synod to the non-profit of her 
choosing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Kevin L. Strickland, ELCA Southeastern Synod 
 


