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Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award Resolution 

June 3, 2022 
Whereas, The Reverend Matt Steinhauer, faithfully served as Assistant to the Bishop - Director 
of Advocacy of the ELCA Southeastern Synod providing oversight of synod advocacy activities 
and leading the synod in advocacy initiatives until his retirement in February of 2022; and  

Whereas, Pastor Steinhauer provided a clear, moral, and faithful voice to lift up voices that are 
ignored, calling for a faithful response from legislators and their constituents; and 

Whereas, over many years, Pastor Steinhauer has provided personal moral witness to human 
need and advocated for appropriate legislative action; and  

Whereas, Pastor Steinhauer worked tirelessly in the Tennessee legislature to expand access to 
health care through Medicaid Expansion and Insure TN by organizing letter writing campaigns, 
providing articles for newsletters, meeting with legislators and the governor, and giving 
personal witness; and;  

Whereas, Pastor Steinhauer advocated in concert with the Tennessee Justice Center to call for 
action against police brutality and racism and their toll on human lives; and  

Whereas, Pastor Steinhauer has provided leadership within the Southern Christian Coalition 
providing public addresses, advocacy and education around issues that negatively impact God’s 
people and good creation; and  

Whereas, Pastor Steinhauer served faithfully as pastor of Faith Lutheran Church in Lebanon, 
TN, where ministries of care and advocacy for those unhoused and those living in poverty were 
initiated and provided; and  

Whereas, Pastor Steinhauer, in the absence of a school or resource for young adults aging out of 
the public education system, co-founded Peer Place for ongoing educational and social support 
for young adults living with developmental challenges,  

Therefore, be it RESOLVED that the Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, Southeastern Synod on this day of June 3, 2022, award to The Rev. Matt Steinhauer the 
Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award in recognition of his courage and faithfulness to 
the Gospel in living out his Letter of Call to speak for justice on behalf of the poor and 
oppressed, and to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed; and,  

Be it further Resolved, that $1,000 to be donated from the Synod to the nonprofit organization of 
Pastor Steinhauer’s choosing.  

 

 

 

Bishop Kevin L. Strickland, ELCA Southeastern Synod 


