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27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you want?" or,
"Why are you speaking with her?" 28Then the woman left her water jar
and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29Come and see a
man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the
Messiah, can he? 30They left the city and were on their way to him.

John 4:29
27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by
your opponents.

Philippians 1:27



Agenda
10 - 10:15 Gathering, Greeting,

10:15-10:30 Devotions

10:30 -11:15 What do YOU - Hope for the Future

11:15 -11:30 Break

11:30 - 12:15 What do you want people to Come & See?  What is your story?

12:15 - 1:00 Lunch (tell your story to someone else at lunch)

1:00 - 1:15 recap the morning

1:15 - 2:15 Meet in church groups - What do we do next?  How do we position ourselves for 
growth? Discipleship (with a focus on prayer), healthy relationships, outreach plan,

inclusion plan for visitors and new members.

Goals for Evangelism/Vitality
3 goals with 3 actions each

2:15 - 2:30 Break

2:30 - 3:00 Return to large group - Recap goals and next steps



Evangelism – Debunking the Myth

Should All Christians Evangelize?

Jesus was clear in His directives: 
We are to love God, love others;
Spread this Good News throughout 

the land.
God’s salvation was never meant to 

be a secret.  Rather we are to share 
this Good News with all.

Evangelism is about sharing the 
Good News…

• Of the Love of Christ
• Of the Goodness of Jesus
• Of His love for all people
• Of His walk with each of us
 As we encounter Gods people 

we should ‘Listen’ to his people 
as much as we are willing to talk 

to them.

Myth #1 – Evangelism is something we do To someone.



Evangelism – Debunking the Myth

The Word tells us that the good news is to 
be proclaimed and believed: 

 Faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ” (Rom. 
10:17). 

 In a similar way these are the ones on 
whom seed was sown on the rocky 
places, who, when they hear the word, 
immediately receive it with joy; (Mark 
4:16)

oShould our lives touch people and 
transform culture first, before we 
speak? Do we need to speak?

oHow do we manage this tension 
between verbal and nonverbal 
witness?

oAs believers, we can examine 
God’s Word embrace this tension. 

Myth #2 – We don’t have to speak the gospel—we just live it. 



Evangelism – Debunking the Myth

When we see or hear about a good new 
movie, that movie will often find its way 
into our conversation usually with a lot of 
enthusiasm.

Maybe the best ongoing training is 
wholehearted participation in church life, 
Bible study, prayer, service—those basic 
elements of the Christian life that help us 
grow to maturity.

Training in evangelism is extremely valuable.
 We can sharpen our knowledge of the 

gospel 
 Learn effective ways to listen and ask 

questions of people, and so forth.
But we don’t need to wait 

The Samaritan woman who met Jesus at the 
well called the people of her town to come 

and see the man she had just met. (John 
4:29). She was so overjoyed, and her joy 

naturally overflowed.

Myth #3 – Evangelism requires special training

https://www.esv.org/John%204%3A29/


Getting to know neighbors near and far….

• The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you and you will be 
my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and to ends of 
the Earth.” - Acts 1:8



Look Near and Far - Jerusalem

• Get to know JERUSALEM (your closest 
neighbors, family, friends). Who has God 
placed around you? List the people in your 
“Sphere of Influence” 

 Family Friends
 Acquaintances Work/School Colleagues
 Volunteer Groups     Social Groups
 Civic Affiliations        Hobbies/Special Interests 



Look Near and Far - Judea

• Get to know JUDEA (the neighborhood, 
physical community around your church)
Where and among what people has God 

placed you and your church? 
What is God up to in the neighborhood? 
Who lives near or within the immediate areas 

surrounding the church?
 See Neighborhood Demographic Profile
 Consider a Neighborhood Prayer Walk.



What is a Neighborhood Walk

• It’s not just walking around. It’s not just praying. It’s walking through 
your neighborhood praying with your eyes and your heart wide open. 
Notice signs of hope and need, and how God calls you to both. Re-
imagine how your ministry could join God and your neighbors.

But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find our welfare.” –

Jeremiah 29:7



Guidelines for Prayer-Walking

• Whether you’re near your church or in another neighborhood, plan your route ahead of time. 
Walk on a variety of days and times, not just Sunday morning. What’s happening Tuesdays at 
3pm?

• Meet at church and pray before you leave. Form groups of 4-6 people, ideally covering different 
areas. If the group is too large, you may focus on each other instead of the neighborhood.

• If your area isn’t very walk-friendly, head to common gathering places: shopping centers, 
groceries, dog parks, town squares, community gardens, the church’s 5-block radius,  and more.

• As you walk, look with care and pray either in silence or aloud softly. Limit chatting focus on the 
neighborhood.

• Don’t call attention to yourselves. Respect the dignity of community members. “Be on the scene 
without making one.”  Though it’s not primary, be open to interaction with people on the way.

• If anyone asks what you are doing, be prepared to respond: “We’re from ________ Church, and 
we are praying and getting to know our neighborhood better.” Offer to pray, if it feels appropriate. 



How should you pray?

• Discernment: Ask God to show how you can pray with greater insight 
for the people, events, and places in the community.

• Blessing: Pray for each person, home, school, business, situation you 
see.

• Empathy: See and feel what your neighbors live with every day. Pray 
for brokenness and for blessings and gifts in the community.

• Scripture: Prayer based directly on scriptures like Jeremiah 29:5-7; 
Luke 10:1-2; Mark 12:30-31; or Revelation 21:3-5a.

• Silence: Allow sile.nce for God’s spirit to speak to you, or through you.



Concluding the Neighborhood Prayer Walk

• Immediately afterwards – perhaps over a meal – gather to share 
your prayers and observations:

What did you learn about the neighborhood?
Where was God’s presence especially apparent?
What surprised you? What was hard? What was engaging?
What information will impact what call has called you to do?
Action items???



Get to know SAMARIA

• …(the margins of your community; groups, 
cultures and generations with whom you do 
not have relationship, or from whom you or 
your church have been alienated). 

• Through whom might God speak, teach or bless 
you? 

• Who is forgotten, broken-hearted or longing for 
healing?



Witness Near and Far
As you notice who and what is in each of these 
concentric circles, ask …
What is God up to in their midst?
How can I build relationship with the people and 

communities I’m discovering?
What are their needs and longings? How can I bless 

and love them?
What are my needs and longings? How could they 

bless me?
If Jesus met this person or group, what would he do?


	Come, See & Engage��
	Slide Number 2
	Agenda
	Evangelism – Debunking the Myth
	Evangelism – Debunking the Myth
	Evangelism – Debunking the Myth
	Getting to know neighbors near and far….
	Look Near and Far - Jerusalem
	Look Near and Far - Judea
	What is a Neighborhood Walk
	Guidelines for Prayer-Walking
	How should you pray?
	Concluding the Neighborhood Prayer Walk�
	Get to know SAMARIA
	Witness Near and Far

