Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church In America
Chapter 4.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
*C4.01. The Church is a people created by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent
to bear witness to God’s creative, redeeming, and sanctifying activity in the world.
*C4.02. To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall:
…
d. Serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring for the sick and the aged,
advocating dignity and justice for all people, working for peace and reconciliation
among the nations, standing with the poor and powerless, and committing itself to their
needs.

Through out its life, the ELCA has repeatedly aﬃrmed our Calling to be a Publicly
Engaged Church.
Social Statements, Assembly Memorials, Synod and Churchwide programs and
teaching materials have all lifted up and encouraged active engagement in social
advocacy on issues which resonate with the biblical tradition
However, in parish ministry, especially in times of a
pandemic, it may be exceptionally diﬃcult
for congregations who feel called to
engage in speaking and acting in public
space on issues of justice, to create
opportunities to put this Calling into
practice. Isolated within our
congregations, it is challenging to develop
in-depth understandings of the
experiences of those living in poverty or
targeted by systemic injustices.
If you haven’t yet had the opportunity, I would like to introduce you to a
resource that I believe has the potential to be
an exceptionally helpful to equip and engage
Pastors and Congregations in this important
work of faith: The Poor People’s Campaign,
A National Call to Moral Revival.
The reason I am excited to extend this introduction is,
back in 2013 a colleague of mine in Durham NC told me
about a group which had been gathering on the lawn in
front of the NC State House addressing issues having to
do with voter suppression, poverty, healthcare and
education. He invited me to something called Moral
Mondays.
It was like nothing I had ever experienced before. A dramatic diversity of people:
young and old, black, brown, Asian, male, female, gay, straight, and trans. Life-long

religious folk; Christians, Jews, Muslims as well as people with no particular faith
aﬃliation at all.
Everyone was welcome. Nobody was excluded. As diverse as those gathered were,
we were all there for a common purpose: Somebody was hurting our people … and
it had gone on far too long.
There was something else which was refreshing and unique. Instead of politician’s
self-serving pontification about their solution to this or that problem… the speakers
included folk who were directly impacted by the injustices. And the impacted were
recognized as experts on the issues, empowered to share their experiences, insights
and wisdom.
This elevated the conversation above the usual polarized bickering between the left
and the right, republican and democrats, us and them. Instead, the conversation was
shifted and deeply rooted in moral reflection, seeking to understand what represents
the best of what it means to be human in the common interest of all people, including
especially “the least of these”.
That was my introduction to “Fusion Organizing”, an advocacy strategy that
recognizes the power of bringing diverse people together rather than pitting them
against each other.
It was powerful, energizing and transformative. It was
incredibly aﬃrming to gather with people so
committed to positive change. It felt like CHURCH!
And it was eﬀective.
It wasn’t just fussing about things which are wrong…
the narrative was elevated to include what the
Christian Tradition, in the words of St Paul describes
as: “the Still more excellent way… of love”. Justice is
what LOVE looks like in public.
I came to know Rev. Dr. William Barber the architect of
the Moral Monday Movement, and now the Co Chair
of the Poor People’s Campaign. I discovered him to be
a gifted theologian with a remarkable command of
history and social dynamics fueled by a relentless
commitment to compassionate justice. It was a
privilege to learn from him and participate with
organizations like Repairers of the Breach, Impolis
trainings and countless rallies, actions, and
demonstrations. I met incredible people and learned

from them in ways I would never have otherwise experienced.
The Moral Monday Movement elevated respect and support for educators and their
work in public schools. We advocated for increased access to health care in rural
areas overlooked by the state and in urban areas strangled by neglect. Working
together a movement was built that challenged one the most comprehensive votersuppression laws ever adopted, resulting in its being overturned in Federal Court. The
Moral Monday Movement made a positive diﬀerence in North Carolina,
After moving to Tennessee, I learned that Rev. Dr. Barber and Rev. Dr Liz Theoharis had
picked up Dr Martin Luther King’s commitment to a “revolution of values” by organizing
The Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. This was an exciting
and welcome development. I had come to believe that Tennessee, and the entire
nation, was desperately in need of this kind of moral lens though which to view public
policy.
Over the last several years, all across the country diverse people have come together
to confront the interlocking evils; systemic racism, poverty, ecological devastation,
militarism and the war economy, and the distorted moral
narrative of religious nationalism, by building a fusion
movement that unites people, empowers poor and impacted
people, and focuses attention on the dynamics that keep
America from actualizing more fully the high ideal of the
“More Perfect Union” imagined by the framers of our
Constitution and spoken of by the Prophets.
In 2018 the Campaign organized poor people and moral
witnesses in 40 states to direct action which spun oﬀ an
expansive wave of non-violent civil disobedience and rallies
creating local movements and organizations all across the country.
In 2019 the Campaign convened over 1,000 community leaders in Washington, D.C. for
the Poor People’s Moral Action Congress, the largest presidential candidates’ forum of
the pre-debate season, the release of the Poor People’s Moral Budget, and a hearing
before the House Budget Committee on the issues facing the 140 million poor and lowwealth people in the nation. The 25+ state “We Must Do M.O.R.E. Tour” (Mobilize,
Organize, Register, and Educate) was launched, building toward the Mass Poor
People’s Assembly and Moral March on Washington scheduled for June 20, 2020.
Also in 2019, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly “Adopted a
memorial to support the vision and goals of the Poor People’s
campaign that align with the ELCA’s social teachings; and
encourage participation in the issues as a witness to God’s call
for justice and love.” https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/10/
assembly-recap-wide-ranging-memorials-adopted/

When Covid19 made the planned
physical march on Washington
impossible, the Campaign shifted to a
digital assembly platform engaging
more than 2.5 million participants on
Facebook, and even more through TV
and re-broadcasts…motivating more
than 300,000 letters to elected
oﬃcials.
This is an incredibly challenging and diﬃcult moment in our
history. It is also a moment filled with extraordinary possibilities and potential.
On June 20th Dr. Barber said: “Each of you must know that this might be the reason
that you were born,”… “Now might be the moment when you are called into being.”
If you are looking for an opportunity to make a positive diﬀerence in a world
desperately in need of elevation.
If you are looking for opportunities for your congregation to have the transformative
experience of living out the content of their faith within the arena of public policy.
If you are interested in expanding your tools for moral reflection on social issues
If you believe that building relationships with diverse members of your community is
foundational to understanding the issues and critical to advancing justice.
If down in your bones you know that we as a nation, can and should be better than
what we are right now…
Then I believe your receiving this invitation is not an accident
You can learn more about the principles of the Poor People’s Campaign at: https://
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org
The Campaign has assembled Fact Sheets on
the impact of each of the core issues in the
focus of the Campaign, as well as a Fact Sheet
for every State that has data for where you live:
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
resource/factsheets/
This TED TALK from TEDWomen in 2018 is an excellent, brief over-view of the
Campaign and features the Co Chairs; Rev Dr. William Barber and Rev. Dr. Liz Theoaris:
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/resource/rev-barber-rev-theoharis-ted-talk/
THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK AUDIT “Auditing America 50 Years After the Poor
People’s Campaign Challenged Racism, Poverty, the War Economy/Militarism and Our
National Morality” is an analysis by the Institute for Policy Studies and other
organizations documenting the current condition and state of poverty 50 years after the

original Poor People’s Campaign. https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/resource/thesouls-of-poor-folk-audit/
A Moral Policy Agenda to Heal and Transform America: The Poor People’s Jubilee
Platform. The Campaign’s articulation of sound economic and social policy which is
needed in this moment to address the critical needs of poor and low-wealth people
and revitalize the economy. https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/about/jubileeplatform/
Unleashing the Power of Poor and Low-Income Americans. Is a ground-breaking
study which documents that the concerns of the 140 Million living in poverty in the U.S.
also has negative impact on everyone. If even a percentages of low-income voters
participate in voting at the same rate as higher income voters can be a powerful force
in setting policy. https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/resource/power-of-poorvoters/
The website: poorpeoplescampaign.org includes an additional wealth of resources and
information as well as the opportunity to connect with the Campaign on the state and
local level.
Dr Adam Barnes, the Co-chair of the Poor People’s
Campaign’s National Faith Team, (Dr. Barnes grew up in the
ELCA and would like to see more Lutherans involved), has
suggested that participation in the Prophetic Council, a
gathering of Clergy and church leaders, is a great way for
Rostered Leaders “to both learn more about the theological
and spiritual dimensions of the Campaign and to hear some
of the concretes ways that faith leaders and faith
communities are playing a role in this next period of action.”
I hope you discover what I discovered. It’s an eclectic,
diverse, but very loving family drawn together by a passionate inclusive love of
humanity and an equally passionate love for justice, equality and the highest principles.
There is a place for you and your people.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
Rev. Gordon Myers, Pastor
Living Word Lutheran Church
Arlington, TN.
(919) 632-1783
prgordon1@att.net

