Festival of All Saints
Service of Lament and Hope
SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD ELCA
NOVEMBER 1, 2020
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP AT 4:00 PM

+++

PRELUDE

Beside The Still Waters
Shall We Gather At The River

Gwyneth Walker
arr. John Ferguson

+ GATHERING +
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. | And also with you.
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COMMUNAL LAMENT AND MOURNING
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness, of which we stand ever in need . . .
Water is poured into the font after each reason is named, with this refrain:

. . . With these waters in which you claim us and all creation,
and make all things new in Christ,
receive our thanks, and our cry.
Come, Holy Spirit,
hear us.
Come, Holy Spirit,
heal us.
Come, Holy Spirit,
make us one in you.
The remaining water is poured out.
The refrain is sung, substituting “Amen” for “Blessed.”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, remember your church throughout the world. Make all its members grow in
love for you and for one another. As you have received our siblings who now rest in
you and the hope of the resurrection to eternal life, bring us at last with them into the
joy of your presence, that in union with all your saints we may give you glory forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. | Amen.
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING

Isaiah 25:6-9
Read in Swahili.

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Word of God, word of life. | Thanks be to God.

PSALM 27

The Lord is My Light

SECOND READING

Michael Bedford
Romans 6:3-9

Read in Spanish.
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
Word of God, word of life. | Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The gospel of the Lord. | Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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Bishop Kevin Strickland

HYMN 426
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Sing with All The Saints in Glory

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A candle is lit and refrain is sung after each petition ending: “Let our prayer rise to you.”
Refrain:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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+ SENDING +
BLESSING WITH COMMISSION FOR SERVICE
A reading from Hebrews: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let
us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne
of God.”
Looking to Jesus and surrounded by the cloud of witnesses, may we live forgiven,
running the race God has set before us both now and to eternity; so that we open our
hearts and minds to see the injustice in this world and to respond with love; go forth
from this place knowing that God is active in us and through the witness of the saints
we mourn. May we run this race and answer the call to action to work for peace and
justice in all the earth, in the name of the Triune + God. Amen.
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HYMN 632

O God Our Help in Ages Past

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. | Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Fugue in E flat, BMW 552

J. S. Bach
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Prayers of Intercession by the Rev. Pauline Farrington.
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This bulletin contains content protected by copyright and is provided only for you to
participate in worship. Please delete or destroy any physical or digital copy of the
material following the service.
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