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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Southeastern Synod Assembly 

May 30-June 1, 2014 

 

PLENARY SESSION I 

FRIDAY, MAY 30, 2014 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

(Agenda; Tab J-12, Tab J-1) 

 Prior to the opening of the first plenary session, three workshops had been held:  the 

Narrative Lectionary, Public Mission: Social Action and Advocacy, and Practicing Your 

Theology.  

 As the 2014 Southeastern Synod Assembly gathered, those in attendance sang the hymn 

Blessed Assurance.  The Rev. H. Julian Gordy, bishop of the Southeastern Synod, called the 

assembly to order at 12:34 p.m. (EDT).  At the bishop’s invitation, voting members and visitors 

stood and participated in the Order for Opening of an Assembly. 

 At its conclusion, the bishop reviewed the assembly objectives, declared its bounds, and 

made a number of housekeeping announcements. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

(Agenda)  

 Bishop Gordy introduced the assembly chaplain: the Rev. Barbara Koch, pastor of Zion 

Lutheran Church in Guyton, Georgia, and dean of the Georgia Coast Deanery.  Pastor Koch 

offered a prayer to open the assembly. 

 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

(Agenda) 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium Ms. Marjory Kellar, member of Living Grace 

Lutheran Church in Tucker, Georgia, who was serving as chair of the Credentials Committee, to 

deliver its initial report.  Ms. Kellar announced that 347 voting members had preregistered for 

the assembly, and 199 were in attendance.  Bishop Gordy declared a quorum. 

 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

(Agenda: Tab A) 

 Bishop Gordy called attention to the proposed agenda.  The assembly took the following 

action. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.01  

To adopt the agenda for the four plenary sessions and two workshop 

sessions as Orders of the Day.   
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ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE 

( Tab I: Exhibits 1 and 2) 

 Bishop Gordy directed voting members to the Rules of Organization and Procedure.  

The assembly took the following action. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.02  

 To adopt the Rules of Organization and Procedure as recommended 

by the Synod Council. 

 

 Bishop Gordy introduced the assembly parliamentarian, the Rev. Dr. Warren Casiday, 

an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ.  Pastor Casiday is a member of the 

National Association of Parliamentarians and serves as the parliamentarian for the Southern 

Conference of the United Church of Christ and the Western Association of the Southern 

Conference of the United Church of Christ. 

 Bishop Gordy pointed out the Quick Reference Guide to Robert’s Rules of Order (Tab I-

2) and explained the role of Robert’s Rules and the assembly’s Rules of Organization and 

Procedure in conducting its business.  He encouraged voting members to prepare for the 

following day’s elections by reading the biographies of nominees. 

 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

(Elections: Tab D) 

 Bishop Gordy called on the Rev. William Flippin, pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran 

Church, Atlanta, Georgia, and member of the Nominating Committee, to deliver the 

committee’s report. 

 Pastor Flippin announced that Ms. Doris P. Underwood, current vice president and 

member of Messiah, Montgomery, Alabama, had been nominated for a second term.  He called 

for additional nominations.  There being none, nominations were closed. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.03 

To elect Ms. Doris P. Underwood as vice president of the 

Southeastern Synod, term ending 2018. 

 

 Pastor Flippin reported that Mr. Hilton Austin, member of All Saints, Lilburn, Georgia, 

had been nominated to fill a one-year term on the Discipline Committee.  He called for 

additional nominations.  There being none, nominations were closed. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.04 

Discipline Committee (Lay Male) 

To elect Mr. Hilton Austin to the Discipline Committee for a one-year 

term, ending June 2015. 

 

 Pastor Flippin indicated that Mr. Keith James, member of Christ the Lord, 

Lawrenceville, Georgia, had been nominated for the young adult position on the Synod Council.  

He called for additional nominations.  There being none, nominations were closed. 
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 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.05 

Synod Council (Young Adult, 18-30, Male or Female) 

To elect Mr. Keith James to the Synod Council for a two-year term, 

ending June 2016. 

 

 Bishop Gordy explained that there would be additional elections for Synod Council 

positions.  Conferences 6-9 would be electing their representatives later in the day at caucuses.  

Two at-large positions on the council, one designated for a lay person and one for a pastor, were 

also open for election.  In order to maintain the synod’s inclusivity goals, further restrictions on 

eligibility for the positions might be necessary.  Two slates of contingent nominations had 

therefore been prepared for the lay position. 

 Pastor Flippin announced the nominees for the clergy at-large position on the Synod 

Council:  the Rev. Kevin Strickland, pastor of Holy Trinity, Nashville, Tennessee, and the Rev. 

Jerry Weeks, pastor of Gloria Dei, Knoxville, Tennessee.  He called for additional nominations.  

There being none, nominations were closed. 

 Pastor Flippin reported that the following people had been nominated (contingently) for 

the lay male at-large position on the Synod Council:  Mr. Bobby Bullock, member of 

Incarnation, Marietta, Georgia; Mr. Dick Donovan, member of Holy Cross, Hiram, Georgia; and 

Mr. Gary Pederson, member of Christ Our Shepherd, Peachtree City, Georgia.  He called for 

additional nominations.  There being none, nominations were closed. 

 Pastor Flippin indicated that the following person had been nominated (contingently) for 

the lay female at-large position on the Synod Council:  Dr. Andrea Green, member of St. John’s, 

Atlanta, Georgia.  He called for additional nominations.  Ms. Mary A. Winfrey, member of 

Atonement, Atlanta, was nominated.  There being no further nominations, nominations were 

closed. 

 Pastor Flippin concluded his report by reminding those who had been nominated from 

the floor to turn in their biographical information by 2:45 p.m. that afternoon. 

 

REPORT OF THE BISHOP 

(Reports of Officers and Staff: Tab B-1) 

 Bishop Gordy opened his report by focusing on the assembly’s theme, “Living into the 

Future Together,” which built on the theme of the 25th anniversary of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America.  He noted that the ELCA was living into the new reality of a rapidly 

changing world and Church, and that it was committed to doing it together:  congregations, 

synods, and the churchwide organization.  He added that the root meaning of “synod” is 

“walking together,” which he and the synod staff would continue to do with congregations. 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed the assembly’s distinguished guests:  the Rev. Dr. Rolf 

Jacobson, associate professor of Old Testament at Luther Seminary, who would provide the 

keynote address and lead Bible study, and the Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for 

administration in the Office of the Presiding Bishop, who would present the presiding bishop’s 

report, preach, and lead a workshop. 

 Bishop Gordy also welcomed the members of Shepherd of the Lake, Loudon, 

Tennessee, a newly organized congregation that would be received into membership at the 

assembly. 

 Bishop Gordy thanked the members of the synod staff and reviewed recent staff 

changes.  He also recognized the work of the deans. 
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 Bishop Gordy announced that he would be on sabbatical June 9-September 4, 2014 and 

informed the assembly that the Rev. Dr. Delmer Chilton had been appointed Acting Bishop for 

that period. 

 Bishop Gordy highlighted key actions of the 2013 Churchwide Assembly, including 

those concerning the ELCA Campaign, the renewal of the Book of Faith initiative, and adoption 

of a social statement on criminal justice.  He noted that 18 percent of the voting members were 

30 or younger (compared to 4.8 percent of the 2013 Southeastern Synod assembly voting 

members), and that the youth and young adults were very active on the floor of the assembly.  

Bishop Gordy named members of the Southeastern Synod who had been elected to churchwide 

positions at the 2013 Churchwide Assembly:  the Rev. Bill Flippin to the Church Council, the 

Rev. Ruth Hamilton to the Nominating Committee, and Sister Sylvia Countess to the Discipline 

Committee. 

 Bishop Gordy reported that he was serving, at the invitation of Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton, as chair of a think tank of nine bishops to address the steep and continuing 

decline in mission support.  Bishop Gordy outlined the scope of the problem using information 

supplied by the ELCA’s Research and Evaluation staff.  He pointed out that while support to 

synods and the churchwide organization had decreased, expectations for their work had not. 

Bishop Gordy indicated that the Southeastern Synod Council had been discussing the issue and 

was preparing to address it.  Members and congregations would be invited to participate in the 

conversation by sharing their hopes and sense of call.  They would consider together with the 

synod the work that everyone in this church has been called by the Spirit to do.        

Bishop Gordy also reported that the synod had experienced an increase in the number of 

members who were persons of color or whose first language was other than English.  

Southeastern Synod had reached the 10 percent goal set by the ELCA constitution.  Celebration 

of the achievement of this milestone was tempered by two facts, however.  The percentage was 

affected by the substantial decline in overall membership.  In addition, for the synod to meet the 

goal of looking like the neighborhoods of congregations in its constituent states, the number 

should be close to 40 percent.  So, he declared, the synod was still a long way from where it 

ought to be, but it was also a long way from where it had been.   

Bishop Gordy commented that the realities of declining mission support and 

membership would be really discouraging if each congregation and each synod and each 

denomination were called to do this work alone.  The ELCA, however, was doing it together as 

part of the body of Christ.  He praised God, who leads us into a future that is not our own.  All 

around the states, all around the world, he declared, Southeastern Synod people are doing the 

work of the Church:  God’s work with our hands. 

Bishop Gordy concluded his report by saying that the future is bright for this church, one 

that is willing to welcome all God’s people and willing to use whatever resources are available 

to show the astounding great love of God in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He 

called attention to the recent death of poet Maya Angelou, who had said that when she was 

finished doing what she was sent to earth to do, she would go home without fear because of her 

deep faith in God’s love.  Bishop Gordy proclaimed that “The One who started this Church will 

take away our fear about death and death of this Church.”  Its members are united in death with 

Christ and united with him in resurrection.  That reality frees each one of us to give ourselves 

away for the sake of the world and to be serious about doing God’s work with our hands, living 

joyfully into God’s future together. 
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REPORT OF THE MISSION OUTREACH AND RENEWAL COMMITTEE 

(Other Reports: Tab C-6) 

 Bishop Gordy explained to the assembly the three foci of the work of the Mission and 

Outreach Committee: 

 Congregations that are engaged in intentional congregational renewal; 

 Multi-ethnic congregations or ministries with people living in poverty; and 

 New start congregations. 

He informed those present that Diaconal Minister Rebecca Kolowé and Dr. Everett Flanigan, 

the synod’s directors for evangelical mission, worked with the committee  He announced that 

the report of the committee this year would feature one ministry in each of the three focus areas.  

Then Bishop Gordy called to the podium the Rev. John Barichivich, pastor-developer at Faith 

Lutheran Church, Warner Robins, Georgia.   

 Pastor Barichivich described his ministry at that congregation.  He reported that Faith 

had been on the verge of closing when he was recruited to renew it.  He cited one important 

factor in the renewal had been connecting back into the congregation’s community.  Pastor 

Barichivich explained that the congregation had borrowed the SESLYO’s motto of “Ready, Set, 

Go.”  “Getting ready” had involved acknowledging the state of the congregation and working 

with Ms. Kolowé and the committee.  “Getting set” included participating in training, 

conversations, and the process of discernment with congregation members and community.  

“Go” means going out into the community, getting to know neighbors, and serving them.  The 

congregation’s efforts are beginning to bear fruit, he said, and asked people to come to the 

Mission Outreach and Renewal Committee’s workshop for more information.  Pastor 

Barichivich concluded his talk by thanking Bishop Gordy and the Holy Spirit for introducing 

him to the family of Faith Lutheran. 

 

KEYNOTE SESSION: BIBLE STUDY 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed to the podium the Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson, associate professor 

of Old Testament at Luther Seminary.  The focus of Dr. Jacobson’s study was John 4:5-42, the 

encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan woman at the well.  Dr. Jacobson began by announcing 

that the hoped-for outcomes for the session would be that assembly participants would: 

 understand that even as God sends us, God is already out in front of us; 

 begin to imagine living into God’s future by reimagining what is going on inside the 

Church. 

Dr. Jacobson used the Biblical stories of the woman of the well, Jacob (Genesis 28), the apostles 

(Acts 16), Ezekiel, and the women at Christ’s tomb on Easter morning to illustrate his two 

themes, and he related them to the contemporary Church.  

 

RECOGNITION OF SERVICE 

 Bishop Gordy asked the assembly to recognize those rostered leaders who had retired 

since the 2013 Synod Assembly.  The following people were recognized and thanked for their 

service:  

 The Rev. Kerry Maurer 

 The Rev. Darrel Peterson 

 The Rev. Donald Vollenweider. 
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 The assembly also recognized those rostered leaders celebrating anniversaries (in five-

year increments) of ordinations, commisionings, and consecrations and expressed gratitude for 

their years of service to this church: 

 

5th - 2009 

The Rev. Justin H. Ask - 9/20  

The Rev. John A. Barichivich - 8/2  

The Rev. Barbara A. Koch - 4/5 

The Rev. Pauline A. Pezzino - 7/18  

The Rev. Marcia J. Shumate-Schultz - 12/6  

The Rev. Harry E. Tedrow - 11/22 

 

10th - 2004 

The Rev. Ann M. Bassett - 7/25  

DM Sandra L. Braasch - 3/28  

The Rev. Susan E. Montgomery - 11/14  

The Rev. Jason A. Peterson - 7/11  

The Rev. Andrea L. Windsor-Peterson - 7/11 

 

15th - 1999 

The Rev. Mark S. Beatty - 8/14 

The Rev. Randy T. Jones - 8/28 

DM Lake Lambert, III - 2/14 

The Rev. Landa L. Larson - 2/7 

The Rev. Beverly R. Wallace - 5/30 

     

20th - 1994 

The Rev. Sherry A. Morrison - 6/18 

The Rev. Mary C. Peters - 6/26 

The Rev. Stephen P. Schulte - 11/27 

The Rev. Kim A. Stover - 8/14 

The Rev. Fredrick A. Wiese - 7/17 

 

25th - 1989 

The Rev. Theodore H. Coleman, Jr. - 1/29  

AIM Mary M. Golnitz - 4/28 

The Rev. Patrick J. McLaughlin - 5/26  

  

30th - 1984 

The Rev. Delmer L. Chilton - 9/16 

The Rev. David B. Hunter - 9/9 

The Rev. Michael W. Lemke - 11/12 

The Rev. Larry A. May - 5/13 

The Rev. Robert C. Mitchell - 6/3 

The Rev. A. Benjamin Moravitz - 5/25 

 

35th - 1979 

The Rev. Noel R. Anderson - 4/29 

The Rev. Kirk P. Bridgers - 5/20 
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The Rev. Gary C. Christensen - 6/10 

The Rev. Darryl L. Kiehl - 5/19 

The Rev. J. Michael McCormack - 7/15 

The Rev. Larry V. Moore - 5/27  

The Rev. John-David Simpson - 8/25  

The Rev. James E. Thalacker - 6/10 

  

40th - 1974   

The Rev. Robert L. Bear - 7/30 

The Rev. Dennis R. Fakes - 7/7 

The Rev. Earl R. Schafer - 6/30 

The Rev. Leslie F. Weber, Jr. - 9/22 

The Rev. Theodore I. Zimmerman - 11/29 

 

45th - 1969 

The Rev. J. Howard Mettee - 6/15 

The Rev. Joseph N. Nilsen - 10/26 

The Rev. Eric C. Pearson - 7/13 

The Rev. James M. Peper - 9/21 

The Rev. Larry W. Warren - 6/8  

    

50th - 1964 

The Rev. Edward A. Beckstrom - 5/27 

The Rev. William F. Funk, III - 6/21 

The Rev. Frederick C. Ohsiek, II - 4/26 

The Rev. Michael Shahan - 5/26 

The Rev. Andew J. Zipperer - 5/31 

 

55th - 1959 

The Rev. James R. Gantt - 6/7 

The Rev. Paul F. Reyelts - 5/31 

The Rev. David R. Richie - 8/16 

The Rev. Charles P. Sigel - 1/1 

The Rev. Sandford L. Spangler, Jr. - 6/21 

 

60th - 1954 

The Rev. Theodore K. Bundenthal - 1/1 

The Rev. Eugene L. Epting, Jr. - 6/6 

The Rev. Paul R. Haffly - 5/26 

The Rev. Ronald M. Hals - 9/26 

The Rev. Lawrence E. Holst - 6/6 

The Rev. Harry J. Lorenz, Jr. - 6/20 

 

70th - 1944 

The Rev. Rufus B. Cuthbertson - 7/16 

 

Total Years of Rostered Ministry = 1895 
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GREETINGS FROM THRIVENT FINANCIAL 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed to the podium Mr. Greg Sinatra of Thrivent Financial and 

thanked him for his company’s support of the closed captioning at the assembly.  Mr. Sinatra 

greeted the assembly and provided an update on the work of Thrivent Financial. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Vice President Doris P. Underwood made a number of announcements concerning 

deadlines, upcoming workshops, location of the information table and the lost-and-found, and 

concessions. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 The Rev. Barbara Koch, assembly chaplain, closed the session with prayer. 

 

RECESS 

 The 2014 Southeastern Synod Assembly recessed at 2:39 p.m. until 8:30 a.m. the next 

day. 

 Opening worship for the assembly began at 2:45 p.m.  Workshop Session I started at 

4:30 p.m.  Conferences caucused at 6:00 p.m.  Workshops offered included the following: 

 2015 Mission Funding Proposal Q & A 

 Care for the Troops:  Veterans—It’s our Time To Help 

 Framing Christian Community 

 Resolution Hearings 

 ELCA Youth Gathering 2015:  Rise Up 

 Managing Your Congregation’s Finances in the Age of the Internet and the Cloud 

 A Crash Course in Grant-Seeking Basics 

 Congregational Renewal through Mission Planning:  A Panel Discussion 

 Best Practices in Cultivating Biblical Fluency in Congregations 

 Gathering for Spouses of Rostered Leaders 

 Stigma Stinks:  Extending God’s Grace and Mercy to the Mentally Ill 

 Global Mission 101 

 Under One Roof:  A Conversation 

 The Age of Consensus 

 For Every Man To Be a Bold, Daring Follower of Jesus Christ. 
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PLENARY SESSION II 

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2014 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

(Agenda) 

 Prior to the opening of the second plenary session of the 2014 Southeastern Synod 

Assembly, a Global Mission Breakfast was held. 

 As members of the assembly gathered, they were greeted with musical offerings from 

the band of House of the Rock ministry, Atlanta, Georgia.   

 Bishop Gordy called the assembly to order at 8:36 a.m. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

The Rev. Barbara Koch, assembly chaplain, opened the session with prayer. 

 

VICE PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH 

At the invitation of Bishop Gordy, Vice President Doris P. Underwood, who had been 

re-elected the previous day, thanked the assembly and stated that she was both humbled and 

deeply honored by their confidence in her leadership.  She promised to do her best to live up to 

the assembly’s trust in her.  She also said that she would not seek a third term as vice president. 
 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

 Bishop Gordy called on Ms. Margery Kellar, who presented an updated report from the 

Credentials Committee.  She announced that 350 voting members were registered. 

 

2015 MINISTRY FUNDING PLAN 

(Ministry Funding Plan, Tab E) 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium Mr. Lee Smith, synod treasurer, and the Rev. Dr. 

John Rossing, chair of the Budget and Finance Committee, who presented the 2015 Ministry 

Funding Plan.  During the presentation, the information provided in Tab E was highlighted. 

 Treasurer Smith reviewed the current budget, noting the decline in mission support 

mentioned previously by Bishop Gordy and stating that income was down in the current year.  

He informed the assembly that the assumption for the 2015 ministry funding was income equal 

to that budgeted for 2014.  Mr. Smith provided an overview of ministry expenses during 2015 

and the proposed sources of Level 1 Ministry Funding during 2015.  He pointed out that there 

would be an increase in assembly fees for the 2015 Synod Assembly to balance the budget. 

 Mr. Gary Pederson, a member of the Synod Council, explained the reasons for the 

increase in assembly fees.  Discussion about the increase followed, the outcome being that the 

Synod Council would examine the matter again, determine the cost of registration, and explore 

the possibility of a scholarship fund to assist congregations in covering costs. 

 In response to a question, the source of funds to provide a proposed salary increase for 

synod staff was explained. 

 Following the discussion, the assembly took the following action: 
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 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.06 

  To adopt the 2015-16 Ministry Funding Plan, as recommended by 

the Synod Council. 

 

REPORT OF THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE   

(Elections: Tab D) 

 Bishop Gordy called on the Rev. Dena Lane, pastor of Nativity, Austell, Georgia, and 

chair of the Elections Committee, to introduce the elections procedures. 

 Pastor Lane began her presentation by announcing that the following people had been 

nominated by their conferences for two-year terms on the Synod Council, beginning the 

following day: 

 Conference 6:  The Rev. Laura Shally, Shepherd of the Lake, Loudon, Tennessee; 

 Conference 7:  The Rev. Randy Jones, Messiah, Montgomery, Alabama; and 

 Conference 8: Ms. Rundi Ream, Holy Trinity, Nashville, Tennessee.  

 

 Bishop Gordy asked for a motion from the floor to elect these persons, which he 

received, and a second, which also was received.  The assembly then acted on the motion: 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.07 

  To elect the following as Conference Representatives to the Synod Council, 

two-year terms: 

 Conference 6:  The Rev. Laura Shally, Shepherd of the Lake, Loudon, Tennessee; 

 Conference 7:  The Rev. Randy Jones, Messiah, Montgomery, Alabama; and 

 Conference 8: Ms. Rundi Ream, Holy Trinity, Nashville, Tennessee. 

 

 Bishop Gordy pointed out that no representative from Conference 9 had been nominated, 

so the position, which was for a lay person, would be vacant temporarily.  He added that with 

the election of the three conference representatives, the new Synod Council had five lay females 

and five lay males, so there would be no reason to designate gender on the upcoming election 

for an at-large lay Synod Council position.  The ballot, therefore, would contain all those who 

had been nominated contingently the previous day.  

 Pastor Lane called attention to the biographical information available in Tab D on the 

nominees for the at-large Synod Council positions.  She also explained in detail and 

demonstrated how to complete the ballots, which would be counted by an electronic scanner.  

After Pastor Lane called for questions, of which there were none, the ballots were distributed.  

Following prayer, voting members cast their ballots. 

 

REPORT OF THE CHURCHWIDE REPRESENTATIVE 

(Other Reports: Tab C-1) 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed to the podium the Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for 

administration in the Office of the Presiding Bishop. 

 Pastor Bullock, echoing the words of the Apostle Paul, gave thanks for the 

congregations and members of the Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America and declared:  “God is faithful, and has called you into the fellowship of Jesus Christ.”  

She then named people that the Southeastern Synod shared with the larger church, calling 

attention both to the many connections between congregations, synods, and the churchwide 
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organization and to the work they all did together.  Doing ministry together also was the theme 

of the video presentation from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, which featured ministries at 

Grace in Action, Detroit, Michigan; Trinity, Welcome, Minnesota; St. Paul, Waverly, Iowa; and 

Lutheran Advocates for Maritime Mission.  

 Among the highlights of Pastor Bullock’s presentation were the following: 

 Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s four emphases for the ELCA:  being church, being 

Lutheran, being church together, and being church for the sake of the world; 

 Gratitude for the Southeastern Synod’s sharing with the churchwide organization 50 

percent of all mission support received, amounting to $1,279,000 in 2014; 

 The Stories of Faith in Action resource, which describes how congregational and 

individual offerings support various ministries; 

 Ministries that this church does jointly, many supported through mission support, 

including 41 new congregations planted in 2013, 65 percent of which were in 

multicultural settings; 155 renewed congregations; ministry with companion synods; 

missionary sponsorship; 61 scholarships for international and global students; 224 

students in seminary; and 

 God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, September 7, 2014. 

 Pastor Bullock also lifted up the nearly $10 million given for Disaster Response and the 

$18.6 million raised for ELCA World Hunger, of which the Southeastern Synod contributed 

nearly $200,000.  She informed the assembly that the Southeastern Synod has received 13 

domestic hunger grants.  She added that the ELCA already has raised over $11 million in cash 

and pledges for the Malaria Campaign.  The Southeastern Synod has committed to contribute 

$250,000. 

 Pastor Bullock stated that none of the work would be possible without the partnership of 

individuals, congregations, and synods, emphasizing that each person can make a difference and 

that we are all called to be the Church together in Christ’s name.  She concluded by saying that 

it was a joy to be part of the assembly. 

 Bishop Gordy thanked Pastor Bullock for her work and told her that a donation of a pig 

to God’s Global Barnyard had been made by the synod in her honor.  

 

RECOGNITION OF SERVICE 

 Bishop Gordy introduced to the assembly those pastors who are serving in their first call 

and who are new to the Southeastern Synod or new to the roster of ordained ministers since the 

2013 Synod Assembly: 

 Pr. Sung Bae Han, Pastor Developer, Dong Hang Mission, Duluth, GA; 

 Pr. Steve Hilgeman, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Savannah, GA; 

 Pr. David Parr, Pastor, Grace, Long Beach, MS; 

 Pr. Tonie Robinson, Trinity Ministries at Peace Lutheran, Memphis, TN; 

 Pr. Ingrid J Schalk, Associate Pastor, Peace, Knoxville, TN; and 

 Pr. Melody Simpkins, Pastor for Faith Formation, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 

Atlanta, GA. 

 

 Bishop Gordy also introduced pastors new to the synod since the last assembly who 

were not serving in a first call: 

 Pr. Stanley Combs, Trinity, Hixson, TN, from Lower Susquehanna Synod;  

 Pr. James Dumond, Reformation, Greeneville, TN; 

 Pr. James Jensen, retired, transferred from Southern Ohio Synod; 

 Pr. Dennis Mims, St. Paul, Decatur, GA, from Southwest California Synod; and 



2014 Southeastern Synod Assembly, Minutes Page 12 
 

 Pr. Leslie Radius, Pastor Developer, Resurrection, Ooltewah, TN, from Central States 

Synod. 

 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed two new Synodically Authorized Ministers to the synod: 

 Mr. Derrill Wilson, serving at St. Mark, East Point, GA; and 

 The Rev. Younggu Kwak, serving at Messiah Korean Lutheran Church, Norcross, GA. 

 

 Bishop Gordy also officially welcomed Mr. John Bila, of the Telugu Mission in 

Chamblee, GA, who had recently completed all the requirements for ordained ministry in the 

ELCA. 

 Bishop Gordy called on the assembly to recognize the work of Ms. Linda Few, who was 

serving as the AV tech, along with the technical staff from PSAV.  The assembly thanked them 

with applause. 

 

REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP TABLE AND CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA 

(Other Reports: Tab C-8) 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium the Rev. Susan Montgomery, pastor of Christus 

Victor, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, and chair of the synod’s Stewardship Table.  As she 

approached, Bishop Gordy introduced a video, “Always Being Made New:  The Campaign for 

the ELCA.” 

 At the conclusion of the video presentation, Pastor Montgomery asked members of the 

assembly to consider what the ELCA meant to them.  She emphasized that more ministry could 

be accomplished together than separately and that shared ministry was at the heart of the ELCA 

Campaign.  A successful campaign would mean that the congregations, synods, and churchwide 

organization of the ELCA would be able to do more ministry locally and throughout the world.  

More information would be available and more conversations about the campaign would take 

place in the coming months.  

 Pastor Montgomery added that in the fall members of the Synod Council would be 

looking for invitations to come and visit congregations, make connections, and discuss how they 

could accomplish together this church’s ministry and mission. 

 

REPORT OF THE MISSION OUTREACH AND RENEWAL COMMITTEE 

(Other Reports: Tab C-6) 

 At the invitation of Bishop Gordy, Diaconal Minister Rebecca Kolowé continued the 

report of the Mission Outreach and Renewal Committee, this time focusing on ministry with 

multi-cultural congregations or among people living in poverty.  She introduced the Rev. P. 

Morgan Gordy, pastor of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, who talked about the four communities 

at Christ, worshiping in English, Korean, Spanish, and Kiswahili, which are one community of 

faith and one parish.  Christ, which is more than 50 years old, is a congregation in 

redevelopment with an active engagement in its community.   Pastor Gordy named some of the 

ministries for the community, then introduced the Rev. Esther Ngomo, pastor of Christ 

Kiswahili, who spoke about the wide variety of ministries taking place among African peoples 

from Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Rwanda.  Pastor Gordy 

called attention to the envelopes available for contributions to the congregational planting and 

redevelopment fund.  
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REPORT ON THE MALARIA CAMPAIGN 

 Bishop Gordy called on Mr. Jonathan Trapp, chair of the Hunger, Justice, and Poverty 

Task Force and chair of the Southeastern Synod Malaria Campaign, for a report.  Mr. Trapp 

announced that the ELCA already has raised $11 million towards a $15 million goal for the 

Malaria Campaign.  He reminded those present that the synod had committed to raising 

$250,000 and $100,000 had been received so far.  He commended the fund-raising efforts that 

already had occurred and encouraged further engagement with the campaign.  Mr. Trapp also 

informed the assembly of how the money was being used and called attention to the resources 

available to assist in raising funds for the campaign. 

 

GREETINGS FROM LUTHERAN SERVICES OF GEORGIA 

(Other Reports: Tab C-13) 

 Bishop Gordy introduced the Rev. Floyd Blair, president and chief executive officer of 

Lutheran Services of Georgia (LSG), who brought greetings to the assembly.  Pastor Blair 

explained the work of LSG, which transforms peoples’ lives and sought to create healthy 

tomorrows for people in crisis.  He expressed his agency’s desire to expand its mutual ministry 

partnerships to all congregations in Georgia in order to build a force of faith-filled people to 

carry out Christ’s work in the world. 

 

UPDATE FROM NOVUSWAY MINISTRIES 

(Other Reports: Tab C-14) 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium Ms. Libby Bedenbaugh, senior development 

associate of NovusWay Ministries, for an update on the agency’s Standing on the Promise 

campaign.  Ms. Bedenbaugh indicated that the promise of a camp and retreat site at Lutheranch 

would soon be fulfilled.  She stated that 35 congregations had completed their campaign, and 60 

others were in the process.  Thus far $2.1 million has been raised, and groundbreaking was 

anticipated by summer 2015.  Ms. Bedenbaugh encouraged other congregations to join the 

campaign. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Bishop Gordy called on Vice President Underwood for announcements.  Ms. 

Underwood reviewed the schedule for the rest of the day:  Workshop Session 2 beginning 

immediately after the plenary, lunch from 12:15-1:15 p.m., exhibit time from 1:15-2:00 p.m., 

and worship at 2:00 p.m.  She also reminded rostered persons, committee chairs, Synod Council 

members and Committee members to have their picture taken in order to update the online 

pictorial directory. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  

 At Bishop Gordy’s request, the Rev. Barbara Koch, assembly chaplain, offered prayer to 

close the session. 

 

RECESS 

 The 2014 Southeastern Synod Assembly recessed at 10:49 a.m. on Saturday, May 31, 

until 3:30 p.m. that afternoon. 

 Workshops offered in the second session included the following: 

 Caring for God’s Creation 
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 Framing the Vision:  Seeing Things New 

 Storytelling for Fun and for Mission 

 Leadership as Vocation 

 Respecting Our Body Wisdom and Knowledge 

 Ventures:  A Year-Round Approach to Stewardship 

 Websites and Emails and Dollars, Oh My! 

 Best Practices in Cultivating Biblical Fluency in Congregations 

 Community Development:  Building Capacity for Sustainable Social Ministry Programs 

 Gather to Worship, Scatter to Serve:  How Church Volunteers Can Impact Congregation 

and Community Life 

 Women and Justice:  A Listening Event 

 Southeastern Synod Compensation Guidelines. 

 

 Conversations concerning Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and Reconciling 

in Christ were offered during lunch. 
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PLENARY SESSION III 

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2014 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

(Agenda) 

 Bishop Gordy called the third plenary session of the 2014 Southeastern Synod Assembly 

to order at 3:32 p.m. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 At Bishop Gordy’s request, the Rev. Barbara Koch, assembly chaplain, offered prayer to 

open the session. 

 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

 Bishop Gordy called on Ms. Margery Kellar, who presented an updated report from the 

Credentials Committee.  She announced that 376 voting members were registered. 

 

REPORT OF THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE   

(Elections: Tab D) 

 Bishop Gordy called on the Rev. Dena Lane, pastor of Nativity, Austell, Georgia, and 

chair of the Elections Committee, for an elections report.  Pastor Lane announced the results of 

the ballot for the at-large clergy position on the Synod Council.  She stated that 326 valid ballots 

had been cast, of which 164 were needed for election.  The Rev. Kevin Strickland had received 

202 votes; the Rev. Jerry Weeks 124 votes.  Bishop Gordy declared that Pastor Strickland was 

elected. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.08 

  To elect the following to the at-large clergy position on the Synod Council, 

term ending 2016:  The Rev. Kevin Strickland, Holy Trinity, Nashville, Tennessee. 

 

 Turning to the at-large lay position on the Synod Council, Pastor Lane indicated that 327 

valid ballots had been cast, of which 164 would be needed for election.  Dr. Andrea Green had 

received 106 votes; Mr. Gary Pederson 94 votes; Ms. Mary Winfrey 49 votes; Mr. Dick 

Donovan 47 votes; and Mr. Bobby Bullock 31 votes.   

 Bishop Gordy announced that since there was no election, a run-off ballot would contain 

the names of Dr. Green and Mr. Pederson.  Ballots were distributed and, following prayer, 

voting members cast their ballots. 

 

2015 COMPENSATION GUIDELINES   

(Tab I, Exhibit 3) 

 Bishop Gordy called on the Rev. Scott Seeke, chair of the Compensation Guidelines 

Committee, to present the proposed guidelines for 2015. 

 Pastor Seeke thanked the members of the committee and pointed out that the committee 

also was working on a sabbatical policy.  He reviewed the guidelines, noting that they were 

recommended by the Synod Council.  The motion on the floor from the committee was the 

following: 
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Moved: To adopt the 2015 Compensation Guidelines, as amended and  

 recommended by the Synod Council. 

 

 During discussion of the motion, the Rev. Paul Baumgardner, Good Shepherd, 

Woodstock, Georgia, proposed the following amendment: 

 

Moved; 

Seconded:  To amend the 2015 Compensation Guidelines, as amended and recommended by 

 the Synod Council, so that synod staff are included with congregations and agencies. 

 

The proposed amendment was seconded and approved by the assembly. 

 

 Moved; 

Seconded; 

Approved: To amend the 2015 Compensation Guidelines, as amended and 

 recommended by the Synod Council, so that synod staff are included with 

 congregations and agencies. 

 

The amended motion was then voted upon by the assembly. 

 

  Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.09 

 To adopt the 2015 Compensation Guidelines, as amended and recommended 

by the Synod Council and further amended by the assembly so that synod staff are 

included with congregations and agencies [see Synod Assembly Exhibit 3 for full 

text]. 

 

DEVELOPMENT OF A SOCIAL STATEMENT ON WOMEN AND JUSTICE 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium the Rev. Beth Birkholz, associate pastor of Holy 

Trinity, Marietta, Georgia, who was serving as a process builder for a social statement being 

developed on Woman and Justice.  Pastor Birkholz informed the assembly that the social 

statement currently was scheduled to be brought before the 2019 Churchwide Assembly.  In the 

meantime she and Ms. Bethany Fayard, a member of the taskforce developing the statement, 

were leading listening groups in as many places as possible to listen to stories and hear a variety 

of voices on the subject so that they might be included in the task force’s work.  She invited 

members of the assembly to participate in the listening posts and “make a difference in the lives 

of men and women, boys and girls all over the world.” 

 

 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND COUNSEL   

(Resolutions and Memorials: Tab G) 

 Bishop Gordy invited to the podium the Rev. Justin Ask, associate pastor of Good 

Shepherd, Woodstock, Georgia, and chair of the Committee on Reference and Counsel, to read 

the resolutions and memorials submitted to the assembly.  Pastor Ask noted that at this point he 

was simply presenting to the assembly three resolutions and one memorial along with the 

committee’s recommendations for approval of all of them.  Voting on them would take place at 

a later time.  He called attention to the revised version of Resolution 2014-03 on immigration.  
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GREETINGS FROM LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE SERVICE 

 Bishop Gordy introduced to the assembly Mr. Matthew Herzberg, manager for 

congregational outreach at Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS), which is 

celebrating its 75th year of ministry.  Mr. Herzberg presented a video, “Courageous Journeys,” 

about the work of LIRS and reminded congregations to observe Refugee Sunday on June 22.  

He noted that LIRS had settled 500,000 refugees since World War II and that one in seven of all 

refugees had been the beneficiary of LIRS’ ministry.  He asked those present to celebrate the 

work congregations already were doing, to challenge other congregations to participate, and to 

advocate for refugees and immigrants. 

 

GREETINGS FROM NEWBERRY COLLEGE 

(Other Reports: Tab C-23) 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed the Rev. Ernie Worman, chaplain and director of church 

relations for Newberry College.  Pastor Worman showed a video on the theme of “Why I Love 

Newberry College.”  He concluded by stating that it was an honor and a privilege to be partners 

in the Gospel with the Southeastern Synod. 

 

GREETINGS AND REPORT FROM SESLYO   

(Officers and Staff Reports: Tab B-8) 

 Bishop Gordy called on Ms. Mackenzie Heck, outgoing chair of Southeastern Synod 

Lutheran Youth Organization (SESLYO), and Ms. Carolyn Einertson, incoming SESLYO chair 

for 2014-15.  Ms. Heck reviewed the events of the past year and looked forward to the 

upcoming trip to Guatemala for young adults 18-30.  She called attention to the SESLYO 

resolution on stewardship that would be considered later in the assembly, saying that the synod 

and its ministries like SESLYO needed congregational support to stay strong.  Ms. Einertsen 

added that stewardship would be the educational focus of the coming year.  The group would 

also be concentrating on internal evangelism.   

 

KEYNOTE SESSION: BIBLE STUDY 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed again to the podium the Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson, associate 

professor of Old Testament at Luther Seminary.  Dr. Jacobson began by focusing on one verse 

from John 4:5-42, the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well:  “Woman, believe 

me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem” (John 4:21).  Dr. Jacobson declared that what happens in church needs to be turned 

inside out.  Current worship practices were designed for a world that no longer exists, a world 

where faith was formed in the home and supported by the culture.  Congregations now need to 

intentionally form faith.  One example is helping people learn how to pray for each other.  Dr. 

Jacobson stated his vision that ELCA members would become so confident in their prayer life 

that when they run into their friends, they can pray for them on the spot.  He advocated 

changing what this church measures as membership activity so that people will learn how to act 

out their faith in public as well as in private.  One result of that competency would be that 

people would ask who we are as this church. 

 Bishop Gordy thanked Dr. Jacobson for his contributions to the assembly and told him 

that a donation of a pig to God’s Global Barnyard had been made by the synod in his honor. 
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GLOBAL MISSION GREETINGS 

 Bishop Gordy invited to the podium Ms. Mary Campbell, manager for companion 

relationships in Latin America and the Caribbean, ELCA Global Mission unit, and the Rev. 

Karen Castillo, president of the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG).  He noted that 

both women had brought greetings and shared their experiences at the Global Mission breakfast 

earlier that day. 

 Ms. Campbell called attention to the cards on voting members’ tables that defined 

accompaniment, which is the way the ELCA interacts with global churches.  She added that the 

ELCA’s current global mission was about reconciliation. 

 Pastor Castillo brought greetings from ILAG and assured members of the Southeastern 

Synod of her church’s prayers for them.  She shared with participants a video presentation about 

the work of her church. 

 

REPORT OF LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 

(Other Reports: Tab C-9-11) 

 Turning to the Lutheran Campus Ministry report, Bishop Gordy explained that, 

beginning this year, one campus ministry program would be highlighted at the assembly each 

year.  This year the spotlight was on Lutheran Campus Ministry Atlanta, which serves students 

at Georgia Tech, Emory University, Georgia State University, and Agnes Scott College.  Ms. 

Kyle Jacobsen, student leadership chair, began by urging congregations to support all campus 

ministries.  She said that what she enjoyed most about LCM Atlanta was its welcome for all.  

She talked about its events and ministries and its recent growth, which necessitated changes to 

the building that houses the ministry in order to accommodate all the students.  She asked for 

the prayers and financial support of assembly participants. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS 

(Resolutions and Memorials: Tab G) 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium the Rev. Justin Ask, chair of the Committee of 

Reference and Counsel, to lead consideration of the resolutions and memorials brought forth by 

the committee. 

 Bishop Gordy asked the assembly chaplain, the Rev. Barbara Koch, to offer prayer.  He 

then reviewed the procedures used for consideration and debate. 

 

Resolution 2014-01:  Conversations about Ministering to Same-Gender Couples and Families 

 Pastor Ask read the “resolved” clauses of the resolution and provided the committee’s 

recommendation that it be approved.   The assembly debated the matter, then voted by voice. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.10 

 To approve the following resolution: 

 

A Resolution Calling for Synodical and Congregational Conversations  

about Ministering to Same-Gender Couples and Families      

         

 Whereas, in response to the Southeastern Synod’s memorial and memorials from other 

synods, the ELCA, meeting in Assembly (2009)  resolved to “commit itself to finding ways to 

allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support, and hold publicly accountable 

lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships”; and 
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 Whereas, since the decision of the Southeastern Synod Assembly of 2000, this has been 

a Reconciling in Christ Synod, which publically welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender believers; and 

 Whereas, marriage for same-gender couples is recognized in many states and the 

District of Columbia; and 

 Whereas, state and federal courts in a number of other states have ruled in favor of 

extending marriages to same-gender couples; and 

 Whereas, the ELCA, meeting in Assembly (2013), overwhelmingly affirmed the 

commitment made in the social statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust toward pastoral 

responsibilities and advocacy for public policies that support and protect families (p 19, 24) and 

“invited and encouraged conversations and resource sharing” among this church’s 

congregations, and rostered and lay leaders regarding same-gender marriage and its impact on 

society and ministry [CA13.03.12]; and 

 Whereas, the ELCA Church Council has authorized a working group to explore the 

ELCA’s appropriate next steps in carrying out these commitments to pastoral care and to 

advocacy for public policies that support and protect lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

(LGTB) individuals and their families; and 

 Whereas, as part of the call to this whole church to be engaged in this conversation 

within various contexts, members and congregations of this synod are encouraged to join the 

conversation in ways that are meaningful to each; and  

 Whereas, rostered leaders and congregations of this synod seeking guidance in 

developing effective ways to minister to and with same-gender couples and their families would 

also benefit from structured opportunities to develop ways to identify and share resources; 

therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Synod, through the leadership of the Synod Council, 

acting through an appropriate committee or task force encompassing the breadth of viewpoints 

identified in the social statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust, and specifically including 

members of the LGBT community, initiate a structured process that supports and encourages 

discussion and sharing of resources that would be most helpful for those ministering to and 

support LGBT individuals, couples, and their families; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Synod, through the leadership of the Synod Council, 

acting through an appropriate committee or task force, initiate a structured process that invites 

and encourages conversations between and among this synod’s congregations, members, and 

rostered leaders regarding the growing trend in state and federal laws towards marriage equality, 

and how they can respond to the needs of the neighbor. 

 

Memorial 2014-04:  Worship Rite to Bless Same-Gender Couples 

 Pastor Ask read the “resolved” clauses of the resolution and provided the committee’s 

recommendation of approval of the resolution.   The assembly debated the matter, then voted by 

voice.  The voice vote being inconclusive, a division of the house was ordered. 

 

 Assembly Action:  (Yes-195; No-101) 

 SA2014.11 

To approve the following resolution: 

 

A Memorial Calling for Creation of a Worship Rite to Bless Same-Gender Couples  

   

 Whereas, in response to the Southeastern Synod’s memorial and memorials from other 

synods, the ELCA, meeting in Assembly (2009)  resolved to “commit itself to finding ways to 
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allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support, and hold publicly accountable 

lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships”; and 

 Whereas, since the decision of the Southeastern Synod Assembly of 2000, this has been 

a Reconciling in Christ Synod, which publically welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender believers; and 

 Whereas, marriage for same-gender couples is recognized in many states and the 

District of Columbia; and 

 Whereas, state and federal courts in a number of other states have ruled in favor of 

extending marriages to same-gender couples; and 

 Whereas, the ELCA, meeting in Assembly (2013), overwhelmingly affirmed the 

commitment made in the social statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust toward pastoral 

responsibilities and advocacy for public policies that support and protect families (p 19, 24) and 

“invited and encouraged conversations and resource sharing” among this church’s 

congregations, and rostered and lay leaders regarding same-gender marriage and its impact on 

society and ministry [CA13.03.12]; and 

 Whereas, the ELCA Church Council has authorized a working group to explore the 

ELCA’s appropriate next steps in carrying out these commitments to pastoral care and to 

advocacy for public policies that support and protect same-gender couples and their families; 

and 

 Whereas, as part of the call to this whole church to be engaged in this conversation 

within various contexts, members and congregations of this synod are encouraged to join the 

conversation in ways that are meaningful to each; and  

 Whereas, rostered leaders and congregations of this synod seeking guidance in 

developing effective ways to minister to and with same-gender couples and their families would 

also benefit from structured opportunities to develop ways to identify and share resources; 

therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Synod Assembly memorialize the 2016 Churchwide 

Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to consider providing worship 

resources for blessing of same-gender unions that could be used in congregations that choose to 

participate in a liturgical rite that holds same-gender couples publicly accountable and 

celebrates their lifelong commitments of love and fidelity. 

 

Resolution 2014-03:  Encouraging Stewardship in the Synod 

 Pastor Ask read the “resolved” clauses of the resolution and provided the committee’s 

recommendation of approval of the resolution.   The assembly debated the matter, then voted by 

voice. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.12 

 To approve the following resolution: 

 

A Resolution Encouraging Stewardship in the Synod 

 

 Whereas, paragraph 8.15 of the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of 

the ELCA states, “Since congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization are partners 

that share in God’s mission, all share in the responsibility to develop, implement, and strengthen 

the financial support program of this church”; and 

 Whereas, the average giving from each congregation in the Southeastern Synod is 

below 5% of its annual income; and 
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 Whereas, the current level of giving reduces the ability of the church to fulfil its 

mission; and 

 Whereas, the 2014 Southeastern Synod Lutheran Youth Organization (SESLYO) 

assembly has noticed reduced funding to all of the very important ministries of the Synod; and 

 Whereas, Proverbs 3:9 states, “Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first 

fruits of all your produce”; and 

 Whereas, the ELCA website states, “Together, we achieve things on a scale and scope 

that we could never do otherwise”; and 

 Whereas, the 2014-15 SESLYO board commits itself to learning more about 

stewardship in the coming year at its assembly and conference events; therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that this assembly encourage every congregation in the Southeastern 

Synod to spend the coming year learning more about stewardship and prayerfully to consider 

reevaluating their contributions in order to increase their giving to the Synod; and, be it further 

 RESOLVED, that  all voting members of this assembly return to their congregations 

and report this resolution to their congregation council and encourage them to increase the 

benevolence of their congregation to the Synod.  

 

EXTENSION OF PLENARY SESSION 

 At 6:00 p.m. Bishop Gordy asked for the assembly’s approval to extend the session by 

15 minutes.  The assembly agreed to the extension. 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE ELCA MISSION INVESTMENT FUND 

(Other Reports: Tab C-19) 

 Bishop Gordy invited to the podium Mr. Jerry Johnson, representative of the ELCA 

Mission Investment Fund.  Mr. Johnson used Shepherd of the Lake, Loudon, Tennessee, as an 

example of the work that the Mission Investment Fund supports.  He showed a video, “Letting 

Your Light Shine,” that demonstrated other examples of the fund’s activities and encouraged 

individuals and congregations to share God’s investment with the world. 

 

REPORT OF THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE   

(Elections: Tab D) 

 Bishop Gordy called on the Rev. Dena Lane, pastor of Nativity, Austell, Georgia, and 

chair of the Elections Committee, for an elections report.  Pastor Lane announced the results of 

the ballot for the at-large lay position on the Synod Council.  She stated that 292 valid ballots 

had been cast, of which 147 were need for election.  Dr. Andrea Green had received 156 votes, 

and Mr. Gary Pederson 136 votes.  Bishop Gordy declared that Dr. Green had been elected. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.13 

  To elect the following to the at-large lay position on the Synod Council, 

term ending 2016:  Dr. Andrea Green, St. John’s, Atlanta, Georgia. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Vice President Doris P. Underwood made announcements about the next day’s worship 

and the installation of those elected at the assembly. 
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CLOSING PRAYER  

 At Bishop Gordy’s request, the Rev. Barbara Koch, assembly chaplain, offered prayer to 

close the session. 

 

RECESS 

 The 2014 Southeastern Synod Assembly recessed at 6:15 p.m. on Saturday, May 31, 

until 10:00 a.m. the next morning. 
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PLENARY SESSION IV 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2014 

CALL TO ORDER 

(Agenda) 

 Prior to the opening of the fourth plenary session, assembly participants attended 

worship.  During this service, those elected to office during the assembly were installed. 

 Bishop Gordy called the fourth plenary session of the 2014 Southeastern Synod 

Assembly to order at 10:06 a.m. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 At Bishop Gordy’s request, the Rev. Barbara Koch, assembly chaplain, offered prayer to 

open the session. 

 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

 Bishop Gordy called on Ms. Margery Kellar, chair, for the final report of the Credentials 

Committee.  Ms. Kellar announced that 377 voting members were registered for the assembly, 

of whom 241 were lay persons and 136 were clergy.  With the addition of 136 visitors, a total of 

513 people had registered for the assembly. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES  

(Constitutional Amendments:  Tab F) 

 Bishop Gordy invited the Rev. Ruth Hamilton, synod secretary, to introduce the 

proposed constitutional changes. 

 Secretary Hamilton explained that the amendments had been approved by the 2013 

Churchwide Assembly but were recommended, not required.  As such, the process for 

approving them was specified by provision  †S18.12. of the Synod Constitution:  “Whenever the 

secretary of the ELCA officially informs this synod that the Churchwide Assembly has 

amended the Constitution for Synods, this constitution may be amended to reflect any such 

amendment by simple majority vote at any subsequent meeting of the Synod Assembly without 

presentation at a prior Synod Assembly.  An amendment that is identical to a provision of the 

Constitution for Synods shall be deemed to have been ratified upon its adoption by this synod.  

The Church Council, through the secretary of this church, shall be given prompt notification of 

its adoption.” 

 Secretary Hamilton reviewed the two amendments, noting that one was an edit required 

by a previous amendment to the provision and one was a substitution of current terminology for 

outmoded nomenclature. 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.14 

  To approve the following amendments to the Synod Constitution [new wording 

is underlined and deletions are denoted by strike-throughs]: 

 

S7.23. The presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and  

 such other official representations of this church as may be designated from  

 time to time by the Church Council shall also have voice but not vote in the  

 meetings of the Synod Assembly.  Like privileges shall be accorded to those  
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 additional persons whom the Synod Assembly or the Synod Council shall  

 from time to time designate. 

 

S7.26. This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit 

 representatives of mission settings formed with the intent of becoming recognized  

 congregations under development  and authorized worshiping communities of the 

 synod, which have been authorized under ELCA bylaw 10.02.03., to serve as voting 

 members of the Synod Assembly, consistent with †S7.21. 

 

REPORT OF THE LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL CENTER IN ATLANTA 

(Other Reports:  Tab C-3) 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium Dr. Everett Flanigan, director of the Lutheran 

Theological Center in Atlanta (LTCA) and director for evangelical mission, for a report.  Dr. 

Flanigan introduced a video presentation about the work of the center.  He explained its 

mission, history, and current programs.  He acknowledged the financial challenge it was under 

and thanked the assembly for its support through participants’ offerings. 

 

REPORT OF THE MISSION OUTREACH AND RENEWAL COMMITTEE  

(Other Reports:  Tab C-6) 

 Bishop Gordy invited to the podium AIM Rebecca Kolowé, director for evangelical 

mission, and the Rev. Patti Axel, pastor-developer of Nativity Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, 

Georgia, to talk about new start congregations.  Pastor Axel explained what mission developers 

do and what mission development is all about.  Indicating that 95 percent of mission starts fail, 

she said that they need location, support, timing, and luck as well as prayer, praise, 

perseverance, and patience.  She asked that all members of the synod support new missions. 

 

RECOGNITION OF CONGREGATIONAL MILESTONES 

 Bishop Gordy then recognized congregational anniversary milestones: 

 Organized in 1989 and celebrating 25 years: Resurrection Lutheran Church, Ooltewah, 

Georgia, and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Woodstock, Georgia; 

 Organized in 1964 and celebrating 50 years:  Christus Victor Lutheran Church, Ocean 

Springs, Mississippi, and St. Luke Lutheran Church, Atlanta, Georgia; 

 Organized in 1914 and celebrating 100 years:  Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 

Macon, Georgia; and 

 Organized in 1889 and celebrating 125 years:  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Knoxville, 

Tennessee. 

Secretary Hamilton presented a check to Bishop Gordy as an anniversary present from St. Luke, 

Atlanta, to the synod. 

 

RECOGNITION OF SHEPHERD OF THE LAKE 

 Bishop Gordy then recognized and welcomed the newest congregation to the synod:  

Shepherd of the Lake, Loudon, Tennessee, and its pastor, the Rev. Laura Shally.   Ms. Kolowé 

provided the history of the congregation and announced that it had 86 charter members.  It also 

was engaged in 36 community outreach activities.  The assembly greeted the new congregation 

with applause. 
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REPORT OF THE DISASTER PREPAREDNESS TASK FORCE 

 Bishop Gordy asked the Rev. P. Morgan Gordy, pastor of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, 

to provide an update on the activities of the Disaster Preparedness Task Force.  Pastor Gordy 

reviewed where disaster relief work was currently taking place.  She announced that a training 

event would be held in Atlanta in June 2014.  She recognized disaster coordinators around the 

synod and partner agencies:  Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran Services in Tennessee, 

Lutheran Services of Georgia, and Lutheran Services of Mississippi.  Pastor Gordy shared a 

video about the recent tornados and stated that disaster relief funds also had been sent to victims 

of flooding in the synod.  She closed by asking assembly participants to give generously for 

disaster relief and preparedness. 

 Bishop Gordy announced that the assembly offerings, which were to be shared between 

the Lutheran Theological Center in Atlanta and the Mission Outreach and Renewal Committee 

totaled $6,841.85.  Additional gifts had been designated for Disaster Response. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS (CONTINUED) 

(Resolutions and Memorials: Tab G) 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium the Rev. Justin Ask, chair of the Committee of 

Reference and Counsel, to lead consideration of the remaining resolutions brought forth by the 

committee. 

 

Resolution 2014-04:  Reform U.S. Immigration Detention 

 Pastor Ask read the “resolved” clauses of the resolution and provided the committee’s 

recommendation. 

 The Rev. Edward Wolff moved to amend the resolution. 

 

Moved; 

Seconded: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following: 

   RESOLVED, that the Task Force on Immigration, with counsel from the ELCA 

 Advocacy Office in Washington, D.C., report to the Southeastern Synod Council 

 meeting in September on the feasibility of creating an Advocacy Day in Washington, 

 D.C., for the Southeastern Synod to  visit the representatives of Congress of those who 

 participate to urge members of the United States Congress to make clear our support for 

 alternatives to immigration detention, including community-supported release, and that 

 the Southeastern Synod become activists in other ways to reflect our concern for those 

 being detained inappropriately. 

 

 The assembly considered the amendment, then approved it. 

 

Moved; 

Seconded; 

Approved: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following: 

   RESOLVED, that the Task Force on Immigration, with counsel from the 

 ELCA Advocacy Office in Washington, D.C., report to the Southeastern Synod 

 Council meeting in September on the feasibility of creating an Advocacy Day in 

 Washington, D.C., for the Southeastern Synod to  visit the representatives of 

 Congress of those who participate to urge members of the United States Congress 

 to make clear our support for alternatives to immigration detention, including 
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 community-supported release, and that the Southeastern Synod become activists in 

 other ways to reflect our concern for those being detained inappropriately. 

 

 Ms. Kathy Crimi, Holy Trinity, Nashville, Tennessee, proposed an amendment by the 

addition of another resolved clause: 

 

Moved; 

Seconded: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following: 

  RESOLVED, that congregations, rostered leaders, members and friends of the 

 Southeastern Synod be encouraged to urge members of the U.S. Congress to modify visa 

 category H-2A’s process and provide appropriate staffing to process applications and 

 provide documentation to individuals that meet the labor needs in the U.S. 

 

 The assembly considered the amendment, then approved it. 

 

Moved; 

Seconded; 

Approved: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following: 

  RESOLVED, that congregations, rostered leaders, members and friends of 

 the Southeastern Synod be encouraged to urge members of the U.S. Congress to 

 modify visa category H-2A’s process and provide appropriate staffing to process 

 applications and provide documentation to individuals that meet the labor needs in 

 the U.S. 

 

 Ms. Crimi proposed another amendment. 

 

Moved; 

Seconded: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following [addition  

 underlined]: 

  Whereas, our Lord Jesus calls us to welcome the stranger (Matthew 25) and love 

 our neighbors as ourselves; 

 

 The assembly considered the amendment, then approved it. 

 

Moved; 

Seconded; 

Approved: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following: 

 [addition underlined]: 

  Whereas, our Lord Jesus calls us to welcome the stranger (Matthew 25) and 

 love our neighbors as ourselves; 

 

 Ms. Crimi proposed another amendment. 

 

Moved; 

Seconded: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following: 

  Whereas, processing of visas for temporary workers takes an unreasonable 

 amount of time, and individuals who are in need of employment and meet the labor 

 needs are forced to forgo the appropriate documentation to come to this country to find 

 work; 
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  The assembly considered the amendment, then approved it. 

  

Moved; 

Seconded; 

Approved: To amend the resolution by the addition of the following: 

  Whereas, processing of visas for temporary workers takes an unreasonable 

 amount of time, and individuals who are in need of employment and meet the labor 

 needs are forced to forgo the appropriate documentation to come to this country to 

 find work; 

 

 The assembly then considered the resolution as amended and approved it by voice vote. 

 

Assembly Action: 

SA2014.15 

To approve the following resolution, as amended: 

 

A Resolution to Reform U.S. Immigration Detention  

 

 Whereas, the ELCA and the Southeastern Synod have consistently sought to address 

issues related to immigration based on our faith and our own experience as a church whose roots 

are those of an immigrant church; and 

 Whereas, the ELCA’s social policy statement in 2009, “Toward Compassionate, Just 

and Wise Immigration Reform” called for more just and humane immigration enforcement; and 

 Whereas, according to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, more than 360,000 

men, women and children pass through the immigration detention system in the United States 

each year; and 

 Whereas, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detains individuals across 

the country each day in a network of county jails, privately operated contract facilities, and 

federal facilities, including five such facilities in the geographical territory of the Southeastern 

Synod (Gadsden, Alabama; Atlanta, Georgia; Gainesville, Georgia; Lumpkin, Georgia; and 

Ocilla, Georgia); and 

 Whereas, Congressional appropriations language on the U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement’s (ICE) detention budget states that “funding made available under this heading 

shall maintain a level of not less than 34,000 detention beds” (often referred to as the “bed 

mandate”); and 

 Whereas, alternatives to detention (including release on bond, electronic monitoring, 

and supervised release)—widely used in criminal justice systems across the country—are 

effective, more humane, and much less costly than detention; and 

 Whereas, our Lord Jesus calls us to welcome the stranger (Matthew 25) and love our 

neighbors as ourselves; and  

 Whereas, processing of visas for temporary workers takes an unreasonable amount of 

time, and individuals who are in need of employment and meet the labor needs are forced to 

forgo the appropriate documentation to come to this country to find work; now, therefore, be it  

 RESOLVED, that congregations, rostered leaders, members and friends of the 

Southeastern Synod be encouraged to urge members of the U.S. Congress to modify visa 

category H-2A’s process and provide appropriate staffing to process applications and provide 

documentation to individuals that meet the labor needs in the U.S.; and be it further 
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 RESOLVED, that congregations, rostered leaders, members and friends of the 

Southeastern Synod be encouraged to urge state governors, all members of the Alabama, 

Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee Congressional delegations and the President to bear public 

witness wherever possible to the harmful effects of the wasteful and unjust immigration bed 

mandate and to urge members of the United States Congress to eliminate it, thus moving closer 

to an end to the arbitrary detention of refugees and migrants; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that congregations, rostered leaders, members and friends of the 

Southeastern Synod are urged to make clear our support for alternatives to immigration 

detention, including community-supported release, through advocacy efforts with lawmakers 

and in practicing welcome for those who have been released; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that congregations, rostered leaders, members and friends of the 

Southeastern Synod are further urged to answer the biblical call to welcome the stranger by 

initiating or volunteering with a visitation program that provides human contact and dignity to 

migrants and refugees held in detention; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that our Bishop be requested to inform the President; Alabama, Georgia, 

Mississippi, and Tennessee Congressional delegations and governors; and appropriate U.S. 

Senate and House Committees of this action; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Task Force on Immigration, with counsel from the ELCA 

Advocacy Office in Washington, D.C., report to the Southeastern Synod Council meeting in 

September on the feasibility of creating an Advocacy Day in Washington, D.C., for the 

Southeastern Synod to  visit the representatives of Congress of those who participate to urge 

members of the United States Congress to make clear our support for alternatives to 

immigration detention, including community-supported release, and that the Southeastern 

Synod become activists in other ways to reflect our concern for those being detained 

inappropriately. 
 

2014-05:  Resolution of Thanks  

 Pastor Ask read the resolution and provided the committee’s recommendation.  The 

assembly approved the resolution by voice vote: 

 

 Assembly Action: 

 SA2014.16 

To approve the following resolution: 

 

A Resolution of Thanks at the 2014 Assembly 

 

 Whereas, we rejoice and give thanks to the Holy Spirit for calling us to be one church 

and leading us as we continue living into the future together; and 

 Whereas, the Southeastern Synod rejoices and praises God for the newest congregation 

accepted into the synod: Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church in Loudon, Tennessee; and 

 Whereas, Bishop Gordy, officers and staff of our Southeastern Synod have given many 

hours and traveled many miles through the territory of our synod to offer counsel, support and 

care; and  

 Whereas, through the witness of Professor Jacobson, we are reminded of the biblical 

witness that even as God sends us, God is out ahead of us and inspires us to reimagine what the 

Church might do when we gather as Church to be a part of what God is doing in the world; and 

 Whereas, the tireless efforts of the various assembly committees and volunteers and 

servant leaders enable the work of this synod to move forward; therefore, be it  
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 RESOLVED, that the 2014 voting members and visitors of the Southeastern Synod 

Assembly offer up our heartfelt thanks and prayerful support to the bishop, officers and staff, 

not only for their joyful and faithful labors, but especially for their persistent and loving 

encouragement to all of us in the Southeastern Synod in proclaiming to us that we are “always 

being made new.”  We offer very special thanks to the Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson; the Rev. Dr. 

Wyvetta Bullock; Assembly Chaplain, the Rev. Barbara Koch; Assembly Parliamentarian, the 

Rev. Dr. Warren Casiday; the Synod Assembly Committee; the Synod Worship Team, 

musicians and worship leaders; the assembly volunteers; Lutheran Theological Southern 

Seminary, the ELCA Mission Investment Fund and Thrivent Financial for their financial 

support of this Assembly and their partnership in the gospel; and the convention center staff and 

technical crew; and, be it further  

 RESOLVED, that we acknowledge the work of the Holy Spirit in our newest 

congregation, Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church in Loudon, Tennessee.  

 

GREETINGS FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

(Other Reports:  Tab C-12) 

 Bishop Gordy welcomed to the podium Ms. Jacqui El Toro, an officer of the 

Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA and a member of Emmanuel, Atlanta, Georgia.  Ms. 

El Toro called attention to the upcoming Ninth Triennial Gathering of Women of the ELCA, 

held July 24-27, 2014, in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Ms. El Toro also presented a stole to the 

Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for administration in the Office of the Presiding 

Bishop.  She invited those women present at the assembly to become involved with Women of 

the ELCA. 

 

GREETINGS FROM LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION 

  Bishop Gordy invited Mr. Doug Haugen, executive director of Lutheran Men in 

Mission, to address the assembly.  Mr. Haugen reminded those present that Lutheran Men in 

Mission would be meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, on July18-20, 2014, under the theme “Guys, 

Guts, and God’s Glory.”  He asked that those men present come and bring a friend with them. 

 

UPDATE FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD GREEN TEAM 

 Bishop Gordy called to the podium the Rev. Edward Wolff, one of the organizers of the 

synod’s Green Team.  Bishop Gordy noted that the Green Team had been created as the result 

of a resolution passed by the 2014 Synod Assembly.  Pastor Wolff reviewed the work of the 

Green Team, particularly a retreat held in March where a mission statement for the team’s work 

was drafted.  The team will focus on helping individuals and congregations care for creation 

through worship, education, work on buildings and grounds, personal discipleship, public 

ministry, and political advocacy.   Pastor Wolff announced that members of the team were 

available to come to congregations and work with them. 

 

GRATITUDE FOR SERVICE 

 On behalf of the whole synod, Bishop Gordy expressed thanks for the work of those 

members who were completing terms on the Synod Council:  Mr. Noah Eggleston, the Rev. 

Michael Huntley, Mr. Gary Pederson, and Mr. Kurt Stavely.  Vice President Doris Underwood 

presented them with certificates with gratitude for their service.  Bishop Gordy also recognized 

the work of an outgoing dean, the Rev. Harry Tedrow, who had taken a call to serve at 

Celebration of Grace, Canton, Georgia. 
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 Bishop Gordy also thanked members of the Synod Assembly Committees, the 

parliamentarian, assembly volunteers, staff, and all those who played a role in making the 

assembly run smoothly. 

 

CLOSING OF THE ASSEMBLY 

 (Miscellaneous:  Tab J-2) 

 Bishop Gordy invited those present to rise and participate in the Order for Closing an 

Assembly. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The 2014 Southeastern Synod Assembly adjourned at 11:53 a.m. (EDT). 
 
 
 
 
 


