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ELCA - Southeastern Synod Assembly Minutes 

Chattanooga Convention Center 
Chattanooga, TN 

Plenary Session 1 
31 May 2019 

A. Call to Order

The bishop called the assembly to order. 

The bishop led the assembly in the Order for Opening of an Assembly. 

The bishop declared the assembly to be in session in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.       

2. Assembly Objectives

The bishop highlighted the Assembly Objectives as follows. 

We gather in Assembly to:   

~ Worship the Triune God who created us, sustains us and heals the world; 

~ Pray together and be fed by Word and Sacrament;  

~ Celebrate 32 years of ministry together as the Southeastern Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.   

~ Give witness to our unity in Christ, by the way we treat each other and conduct 
our business; 

~ Share in God’s mission through the work of our congregations, our partner 
agencies, this synod, this church -the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America - 
and our ecumenical and global partners. 

~ Encourage respectful, mutual conversation and moral deliberation; and 

~ Under the sure guidance of the Holy Spirit, make prayerful decisions on behalf of 
all of the congregations and people of this synod.  

May 31, 2019 - June 2, 2019
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~ The lighted candle reminds us that the risen Christ is among us as we do our 
work in his name. 

 

3. Declaration of Bounds  

The bishop reminded the assembly that only voting members of the assembly or 
those invited to speak by the assembly are to be seated at the round tables in the 
middle area of the hall during plenary sessions.  Since there is no assigned 
seating, if you need to move closer to the front to view the captioning, or for any 
reason, please don’t hesitate to do so. If you are with us as a visitor, we invite you 
to be seated at the designated visitor tables located near the entrance to the 
plenary hall.  

B. Opening Prayer - Assembly Chaplain  

The bishop announced that our theme this year is Together in Spirit, Forward in 
Faith.  He thanked Ms. Linda Few who created our logo this year, as she has done 
often.  

The bishop introduced the Reverend Katie Pasch from Griffin, GA as our Assembly 
Chaplain this year. She moved to the dais and opened the first plenary session 
with prayer.   

The bishop invited the chair of the Credentials Committee, the Rev. Mica Koli, 
Mission Developer at Resurrection Mission in Tucker, GA, to give the first report of 
the Credentials Committee. His report included the recognition of those who are 
serving on the Assembly Credentials Committee this year. 
 
C. Report of the Credentials Committee    

Pr. Koli made the first report of the Credentials Committee for the assembly: 

Total voting members pre-registered are 388.  

Total voting members in attendance are 342.  

This includes 218 Lay members and 107 clergy. 
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Pr. Koli reported that these numbers constitute a quorum.  

The bishop declared that a quorum was present.  

 

D. Adoption of the Agenda   

Resolved, that the Agenda for the six Plenary sessions and one workshop 
session be adopted as the Orders of the Day. 

The motion carried.  The bishop declared the agenda adopted.   

E.       Adoption of the Rules of Organization and Procedure 

Resolved, that the Rules of Organization and Procedure recommended by the 
Synod Council be adopted. 

The Assembly Rules of Organization and Procedure were adopted.  

1. Introduction of Parliamentarian   

The bishop introduced our Parliamentarian. Serving in that important role again, for 
the eighth consecutive year, is the Reverend Dr. Warren Casiday. An ordained 
pastor in the United Church of Christ, Pr. Casiday served for 38 years in pastoral 
ministry before retiring a few years ago. Since then he has served as an interim 
pastor, including here in this synod at St. Mark’s, Huntsville, and in the North 
Carolina Synod.  He is a Past President of the Western North Carolina Association 
of the Southern Conference of the United Church of Christ and has served on the 
Board of Directors of the Southern Conference.   

Pastor Casiday is also a member of the National Association of Parliamentarians 
and serves as the Parliamentarian for the Southern Conference of the United 
Church of Christ and for the Western Association of the Southern Conference of 
the United Church of Christ.  

Again, this year Pastor Casiday is accompanied his wife, Marie. We welcome them 
both again to our Assembly 

2. Roberts Rules of Order Quick Reference Guide  
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The bishop reminded the assembly that the polity of our church, when we meet in 
assembly, is that we do not meet as caucuses of congregations, or Conferences or 
deaneries, but as a gathering of elected voting members.  That's why we call this 
an assembly of the church, not a convention.  That we meet as voting members of 
an assembly and not delegates of a convention is a fairly important ecclesiological, 
even theological, point because we believe that when we gather together in the 
name of Jesus, he is with us and the Spirit is present to direct us. Therefore, we 
need to listen to one another and engage one another in honest but respectful 
conversation. We do not simply show up to vote as we've been instructed back 
home, or as we’ve determined beforehand. Rather each voting member must 
participate in the proceedings, deliberate together, pray for wisdom, and vote on 
issues and in elections, trusting that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth – 
eventually…  

We use Robert's Rules of Order and the Assembly Rules of Organization and 
Procedure, not to make things arcane or difficult, but in order to assure that our 
assembly is run in a fair manner that is agreed to beforehand, a manner that is 
respectful of the rights of everyone who is a voting member, so that the majority 
rules, but the minority's views are heard and their rights protected. It's important 
that everybody be heard, and that we treat one another with courtesy and respect, 
as brothers and sisters in Christ.  Please note that Tab I Exhibit 2 contains an 
Introduction to Robert’s Rules of Order if you need a brush-up.    

If you are a voting member, you received a set of red, green, and yellow cards 
when you checked in.  The yellow card is a point of order or point of information 
card.  It is appropriate to use a yellow card only  

• if you have a question about the procedure,  
• if you need clarification about something that's being discussed, or  
• if there's an issue that needs immediate attention, for example, the sound is out in 
your portion of the plenary hall.     

We will discuss the Rules more during the course of the Assembly, but if you have 
any questions about our procedures at any time during the Assembly, please use 
your yellow card and approach a microphone.  
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Before we move on to the Report of the Nominating Committee, I want to introduce 
the others seated up here on the dais with the parliamentarian and me.  Mr. Imran 
Siddiqui was elected Vice President of the Synod at last year’s Assembly and joins 
us on the dais for the first time this year. Vice President Siddiqui will also chair 
parts of the Assembly to give you and me a break. Seated next to him is our 
Churchwide Representative, Ms. Mikka McCraken, who will chair the Assembly 
during the times when we are electing a bishop. And finally, Pr. Randy Jones who 
serves as the Secretary of this synod.    

F.        Report of the Nominating Committee 
 
The bishop invited Ms. Elaine Schwartz, Amazing Grace, Lawrenceville, GA is 
chair of the Nominating Committee this year. She brought the report of the 
committee and introduced the other members of the committee.  

Ms. Schwartz thanked Bishop Gordy.  She continued, before I present our report, I 
want to introduce you to the other members of the Nominating Committee. Not all 
of them were able to be here today, but if you are in the room, please stand when I 
call your name and remain standing until the entire committee has been 
introduced. In addition to myself, the following served on this year’s Nominating 
Committee: 
 
Pastor Tom Clark, from Ascension in Jackson MS 
Mr. Gene Lewis, from St. John’s in Atlanta 
Pastor William Flippin, from Emmanuel in Atlanta 
 
Thanks to each of you for your service. 
 
A summary of the elections that will take place at this Assembly is provided in the 
Assembly Materials section of Guidebook, in Tab D, Elections. I’ll be reporting the 
nominations for all of the positions included in Tab D except nominees for bishop 
and the conference representatives for the Synod Council. 
 
Biographical information for the nominees is provided in Tab D, in the sections 
associated with the positions to be elected. Note that nominations from the floor 
are allowable, but in each case, a floor nominee must meet all of the demographic 
criteria established for the position. If you are nominated from the floor, your 
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biographical information must be submitted by 2:45 pm this afternoon, using the 
online biographical form provided in Guidebook, Elections Section 7. We plan to 
make any additional biographical information available to voting members 
sometime this evening by adding it to Guidebook.  
 
This year we’re continuing the practice of having all nominees in attendance at this 
Assembly wear ribbons that say “Nominee” on them. Persons nominated from the 
floor may pick up their ribbons in Meeting Room 17 following this plenary session. 
The ribbons are intended to help you identify the nominees, so that you can 
engage them in intentional conversations when you see them. 
 
Bishop Gordy interjected, before Elaine presents the nominations, I want to give 
you some advance notice that near the end of Elaine’s report, you will have the 
opportunity to make floor nominations for two at-large positions on the Synod 
Council. One of the positions will be for a pastor, either male or female. The other 
will be for a lay person, but we don’t yet know if we’ll need to specify a gender for 
the lay position. That will depend on some of the other election results.  
 
So, with that advance notice, we’ll now go back to Elaine, who will present several 
of the nominations specified by either the Nominating Committee or the Synod 
Council.  
 
Elaine Schwartz reported that at this Assembly, we’re electing a Synod Treasurer 
to serve a four-year term to 2023. The treasurer may be a pastor or a lay person. 
The Synod Council places in nomination the following for the position of Synod 
Treasurer: 
 Stephen Gehret 
 Max Yost 
 
As you may know, our constitution requires both a criminal background check and 
a credit check for the person elected as Synod Treasurer. Prior to this Assembly, 
those requirements were successfully completed for the two candidates for 
Treasurer who were nominated by the Synod Council. Should there be nominations 
from the floor, those background checks will be completed following the Assembly. 
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Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations. 
 
Ms. Schwartz continued:  Next, we’ll be electing four members of the Consultation 
Committee. Three positions are designated for clergy, without a gender 
specification. One position is for a lay female. All positions are 6-year terms to 
2025. For the three clergy positions on the Consultation Committee, the 
Nominating Committee nominates the following: 
 
Pastor Larry Boudon 
Pastor Tom Clark 
Pastor David Hardy 
 
Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations.  The bishop declared that all three nominees 
are elected for 6-year terms on the Consultation Committee. 
 
Ms. SCHWARTZ:  For the lay female position on the Consultation Committee, the 
Nominating Committee nominates Santha Jetty. 
 
Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations.  The bishop declared that Dr. Santha Jetty is 
elected for a 6-year term on the Consultation Committee. 
 
Ms. Schwartz: We’ll also be electing four members of the Discipline Committee. 
One position is designated for clergy, without a gender specification. One position 
is for a lay male, and two positions are designated for lay females. All positions are 
6-year terms to 2025. For the clergy position on the Discipline Committee, the 
Nominating Committee nominates Pastor Karen Boda.  
 
Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations.  The bishop declared that Pr. Karen Boda is 
elected for a 6 year term. 
 
Ms. Schwartz:  For the lay male position on the Discipline Committee, the 
Nominating Committee nominates Gary Pederson. 
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Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations.  The bishop declared that Gary Pederson is 
elected for a 6-year term on the Discipline Committee. 
 
Ms. Schwartz:  For the two lay female positions on the Discipline Committee, the 
Nominating Committee nominates the following: 
 
Emily Jackson 
Roxann Thompson 
 
Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations.  The bishop declared that Emily Jackson and 
Roxann Thompson are both elected for 6-year terms on the Discipline 
Committee. 
 
Ms. Schwartz:  The next position is that of the youth member of the Synod Council. 
This position is for a two-year term to June 2021. Each nominee must be a lay 
person under the age of 18 (as of today), be a voting member of a Southeastern 
Synod congregation, be at least in the tenth grade, and be able to complete the 
two-year Synod Council term before graduating from high school. Both males and 
females are eligible. 
 
Bp. Gordy:  You may recall that a bylaw amendment was approved three years ago 
that allows the Synod Council to authorize a synod-wide youth organization to 
nominate at least one person for the youth position on the Synod Council. Last Fall 
the Synod Council authorized SESLYO to be that nominating group for 2019.  

 
Ms. Schwartz:  SESLYO has nominated Noah Ohsiek for the position of 
youth member of Synod Council. 
 
Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations.  The bishop declared that Noah Ohsiek is 
elected for a 2-year term as the youth member of Synod Council. 
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Ms. Schwartz:  During its meeting yesterday, the Synod Council agreed to place in 
nomination the following clergy for a two-year term as an at-large member of the 
Synod Council: 
 
Pastor Carolyn Hayford 
Pastor Matt Steinhauer 
 
Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations. 
 
Bp. Gordy: The final at-large position on the Synod Council is designated for a lay 
person, but whether the position will be further designated for a lay male or a lay 
female will depend on the results of the conference caucuses later today, as well 
as some of the other elections. Therefore, the nominations that are about to be 
made will be contingent on the nominees meeting the demographic criteria to be 
determined at a later time – probably tomorrow afternoon. At this time, I’m asking 
Synod Vice President Imran Siddiqui to report the Council’s contingent nominations 
for the at-large lay position on the Synod Council. 
  
Vice President Siddiqui reported that the Synod Council has nominated the 
following for a 2-year term on the Synod Council, contingent on the remaining at-
large position being designated for a lay male or a lay person of either gender: 
 
Paul Blackney 
Mark Freitag 
 
Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations. 
 
Vice President Siddiqui:  The Synod Council has also nominated the following for a 
2-year term on the Synod Council, contingent on the remaining at-large position 
being designated for a lay female OR a lay person of either gender: 
 
Santha Jetty 
Elaine Schwartz 
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Bishop Gordy asked for nominations from the floor.  There were none.  The 
bishop closed the nominations. 
 
Bishop Gordy: Elections for several other positions on the Synod Council will also 
take place at this assembly. Conferences 1 through 5 are nominating their 
conference representatives during the conference caucuses later today, and the 
Assembly will be asked to ratify those nominations. Be sure to check whether your 
conference is to nominate a pastor or a lay person this year. That information is 
listed in Guidebook, Tab D (for Elections), Section 1 (General Information about 
2019 Elections). Within that section, press the link labeled “What Elections Will 
Take Place at this Assembly?” Then scroll to the bottom of the page for the listing. 
 
The bishop thanked Elaine for her committee’s hard work.  

G. Churchwide representative to talk about bishop election procedures 
 
The bishop introduced the Churchwide representative.  He said, it is my pleasure to 
introduce our Churchwide Representative, Ms. Mikka McCraken, Director of 
Strategy and Engagement with ELCA World Hunger. In her ten years at the ELCA 
Churchwide offices, she has worked with the ELCA Justice for Women program 
(where I first met her when I served on that program committee) and the ELCA 
Washington Office on gender justice advocacy and the ELCA Global Mission on 
“glocal" learning events. From 2010-2017, she served on the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) international council as one of five members from the North 
American region and currently serves on the Vorstand of the ELCA Wittenberg 
Center in Germany. In addition to bringing a report from Churchwide later in the 
Assembly, Ms McCraken will preside during the parts of the Assembly that are 
related to the election of the bishop. And, she will preach at the Saturday Eucharist. 
 
Mikka McCraken: Greetings Southeastern Synod. I am honored to be here with you 
during this synod assembly – to worship, to conduct business, to share ministry 
stories, to reconnect with old friends and colleagues and to meet new ones. I am 
grateful for Bishop Gordy’s invitation to be here as your churchwide representative 
and look forward to all we will share together in these coming days.  
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One of the most important responsibilities of a synod assembly is the election of a 
synod bishop. You have seen in the pre-assembly materials the description of the 
process we will use to elect a bishop.  

I’d like to take a moment to recognize the chair of your Elections Committee, 
Pastor Dena Lane, Pastor Mica Koli, your Credentials Committee chair, your synod 
council and Dr. Sandra Gustavson and Holly Liersch from the bishop’s staff team. 
Many hands, including yours, will go into making this process work for us. Thank 
you in advance to each of the committees and to each of you.  

Now, the flow chart is on the screen for us, and it is also in the Assembly Materials 
section of Guidebook, Tab D Elections, section 2 (Election of Synod Bishop). We 
will go into a bit more depth as the items come up on the agenda, but here’s a 
quick run through of the ecclesiastical ballot process.  

On the first ballot this afternoon, the name of any rostered minister of Word and 
Sacrament can be nominated. The person need not be in this synod; they may also 
be someone on leave from call or retired, etc. 75% of the votes are needed for 
election.  

During the process, there is only one opportunity for nominees to withdraw, which 
is after Ballot #1. After the report of the results for Ballot #1, if a nominee does not 
wish to continue in the election process, he/she/they must submit a withdrawal 
form by 3:30 p.m. today.  

Later this afternoon, we will take the second ballot, which will include all names 
with at least 1 vote from ballot 1 who have not withdrawn. 75% of votes are needed 
for election on Ballot #2.  

In plenary three this evening, we will receive the results of Ballot #2 and nominees 
much submit their Bishop Nominee Forms by 9:45 p.m. tonight.  

Tomorrow morning, the top 7 nominees will address the assembly for 5 minutes 
each. We will then take Ballot #3 with 2/3 majority of votes needed for election.  

Tomorrow morning, you, the assembly, will also do some work in your table groups 
to formulate questions for bishop nominees. Your synod council will condense and 
structure those notes over lunch and those questions will be used in the afternoon 
Q&A Sessions.  
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For the Q&A on Saturday afternoon, you all, voting members and visitors, will 
divide into separate rooms and the top 3 nominees from Ballot #3 (or top 4 in case 
of tie) will rotate between the rooms for Q&A time. Questions asked in each room 
will be the same for each of the nominees with about 45 minutes per nominee.  

Sunday morning, we will take Ballot #4 with the top 3 nominee names on the ballot. 
60% of the vote is needed for election on Ballot #4.  

If we do not yet have an election, the top 2 candidates from Ballot #4 will address 
you for 10 minutes each.  

Then, we will take Ballot #5, which will have the names of the top two nominees. A 
simple majority, 50% of votes is needed on that ballot.  

Are there any questions about that process?  

There were no questions from the assembly floor. 

As we prepare for this work together, it’s important to remember this is an election 
process, but from the church’s perspective is also a call process.  

How many of you have served on a congregational call committee? In that way, as 
call committees work together in prayer, study and dreaming about what God is up 
to in the midst – we will do the same.  

This election and call process will involve more than your voting.  It is a time of 
discernment for you, as this synod, to listen to what God is calling you to as people 
of God in the coming years – for such a time as this.  

This is also a time for pastors to listen to God, present in the Holy Spirit, for the call 
that comes both from you gathered here and from God.  

In his book Life Together, pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes:  

Bishops are those unpretentious persons who are sound and loyal in faith and life 
and who properly carry out their ministry to the community of faith. The authority of 
bishops lies in accomplishing the tasks of their service.  

As you prepare for this important work ahead, I would like to share some thoughts 
on the office of synod bishop and those “tasks of service.” These thoughts are 
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based on the governing documents of this synod, this church and the experiences 
of 30+ years together in Christ as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

First, the bishop is a pastor. The first responsibility of the bishop in your constitution 
is to “preach, teach and administer the sacraments in accord with the Confession 
of Faith of this church.” So the person you elect has the “primary responsibility for 
the ministry of Word and Sacrament in this synod and its congregations.” The 
bishop has pastoral responsibility for the congregations, ministers of Word and 
Sacrament and ministers of Word and Service in this synod. The Bishop is pastor 
of all these leaders.  

So, a bishop is a pastor. And, a bishop is more!  

Second, a bishop is a servant. The constitution says the bishop is: 

• To coordinate the use of resources available to the synod in seeking to promote 
the health of the church’s life and witness  
• Advice and counsel the institutions and agencies that relate to the synod 
• Consult and assist congregations in their calling of pastors and deacons  
• Listen to colleagues in ministry and prayer for them and church.  

The bishop is a pastor, and a servant. And, the bishop is more! 

A bishop reminds us of our unity within the ELCA and with the only holy catholic 
and apostolic church. A bishop in this church is a minister of Word and Sacrament 
accountable to all three expressions of this one church. The bishop is to know the 
congregations and rostered ministers of the synod. The bishop has specific duties 
described in the constitution to perform at the request of the congregations of this 
synod. The bishop is accountable to the synod council and to this group, the synod 
assembly. The bishop is also part of the Conference of Bishops of the ELCA and 
has responsibilities that are churchwide. And so, a bishop is to look at the church 
through the eyes of the congregation, the synod and the larger church. Bishops 
help us see that we are one church with three expressions.  

The bishop is to: 

• Oversee the teaching and the faith of the church  
• Interpret the work of the whole church to the synod and the congregations of the 

synod  
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• On behalf of the whole church, exercise the church’s power to ordain all 
approved and properly called ministers of Word and Sacrament and to 
consecrate approved and properly called ministers of Word and Service in this 
church.  

• The bishop is the chief ecumenical officer of this church in this synod. As such, 
relationships with the leaders of other Christian Churches in this synod is the 
work of the synod bishops.  

So, the bishop is a pastor, servant, and a symbol of our unity in Christ’s church. 
And the bishop is more!  

The bishop is also CEO of the synod.  

Constitutionally, the bishop is required to: 

• Oversee the work of the synod 
• Coordinate the work of the synod staff  
• Attest letters of call  
• Install or provide for the installation of pastors and deacons  
• Maintain and oversee the rosters of congregations, ministers of Word and 

Sacrament and ministers of Word and Service of church, and  
• Preside at all meetings of the synod assembly  

So, the bishop is a pastor, servant, a symbol of our unity in Christ’s church and a 
CEO. And, the bishop is more.  

The bishop is a leader. The bishop is called upon to speak on behalf of this church 
to the local community and the world. The bishop has a public voice that is to be 
used on behalf of the church and those to whom God calls us to serve. Sometimes, 
this voice will be called upon to lead the church through confusion or uncertainty 
and fear. At other times, the bishop will speak to the world God’s word of law and 
gospel – that both confronts the reality of our brokenness and heals it.  

So, the bishop is a pastor, a servant, a sign of the unity of Christ’s church, a CEO 
and a leader.  

But most of all, the bishop is a child of God – created in the image of God; made 
new in Christ through baptism and fed at the eucharist table; and called and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit through prayer and support by each of you and many 
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more a greater cloud of witness. The bishop is a child of God, sinner just like the 
rest of us, but also set free in baptism by grace through faith to love and serve the 
neighbors among us and throughout creation.  

So now, we turn to the process of calling the bishop. We will ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide and be present in our thinking, deliberating, listening and voting. It is my 
prayer that you will complete this call process giving thanks to God for all those 
whom the Holy Spirit calls and gifts for leadership in Christ’s church.  

As we begin our work, let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church with a variety of gifts. Grant that 
we may use them to bear witness to Christ in lives that are built on faith and love. 
Make us ready to live the gospel and eager to do your will, so that we may share 
with all your church in the joys of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  ELW, p. 76) 

The bishop thanked Ms. McCraken for her address. 
 
H. Report of the Credentials Committee – Plenary Session 1, Report 2 
 
The bishop called upon the chair of the Credentials Committee, The Rev. Mica 
Koli, for the second report of the Credentials Committee.  
 
Pr. Koli reported that the total number of voting members in attendance is 342. 
 
I. Election Procedures: Bishop Ballot #1 
 
The bishop turned the chair over to the Churchwide Representative, Ms. Mikka 
McCraken to guide the assembly through Ballot #1 for the bishop election 
procedures. 
 

Ms. McCraken indicated that we will turn our attention to the first ballot for bishop of 
the Southeastern Synod.  
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She reminded the assembly that only voting members of the assembly with proper 
credentials will receive ballots and are eligible to vote. If you are not a voting 
member, please move to the designated visitors’ space at the back of this hall.  

Voting members, in a few minutes, you will receive your first ballot.  

When instructed to do so, you may write in the name of any minister of Word and 
Sacrament on the roster – this includes active, retired and on leave from call. 
Nomination of someone who does not fit that criteria will be counted as an invalid 
vote.  

When you write the name of your nominee, please: 

• Print clearly.  
• Give some identifying information (for example, Name, Congregation Name 

and City, State, if possible).  
• Many pastors in this church have similar names, and we want to be sure we 

get the correct Smith, Johnson, Jones, so your vote counts.  

If no one person gets 75% of the legal ballots cast, we will continue to the process 
for the second ballot.  

Finally, please do not fold your ballots. This saves time for the counters.  

Are there any questions? 

There were no questions. 

Ms. McCraken invited Pastor Katie Pasch, the assembly chaplain, to pray.  

Pr. Pasch prayed for the first ballot. 

Ms. McCraken asked to have the ballots distributed.  She reminded the assembly 
that they should not the ballots.  

The ballots were collected. 

Ms. McCraken thanked the assembly.  

She declared the first ballot complete.  

She returned the chair to Bishop Gordy.   
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Bishop Gordy thanked Ms. McCraken  

J.          Bishop’s Report 
 
Next on the agenda is the report of the Bishop.  There is a written report in Tab B 
that you can read at your convenience if you have not already done so.   

The bishop reported that the synod council had set aside funds to allow the bishop 
elect to begin August 1st so s/he can make an orderly transition into the office.  He 
thanked the synod council for their fore thought. 
 
The bishop offered an oral report that is in addition to his written report that is 
inserted above. 
 
Rev. Carolyn Hayford was recognized.  She asked all the rostered female pastors 
to stand in honor of the 50 years of the ordination of women.  She highlighted that 
women in ministry are often paid less than male pastors and it almost always takes 
longer for women to receive a call than it does for men.  She went on to describe 
the Core Initiative that is intended to level the landscape for women pastors.  
Finally, she gave thanks for the ministry of the women in ministry here in the SE 
Synod. 
 
Ms. Melissa Fuller Sims was introduced.  She presented Umoyo, a new program to 
revitalize our African American descent congregations.  The SE Synod has 
received a Holy Innovation Grant of $80,000 to fund this initiative.  She directed 
everyone to the ADLA table for more details. 
 
The bishop expressed gratitude to Pr. Tiffany Chaney for her work in procuring the 
grant that makes the Umoyo initiative possible. 
 
The bishop recognized everyone who has been a part of the synod staff who has 
made wonderful contributions to the work of the synod office.  In particular he 
recognized:  Ms. Rachel Alley, Pr. Jill Henning, Deacon Michelle Angalet, Rev. 
Dale Sillik, Ms. Mellissa Fuller Sims, Ms. Carolyn Davis, Ms. Elaine Schwartz, Rev. 
Ron Bonner, Rev. John Mocko, Dr. Sandra Gustavson, Rev. Ben Moravitz, Mr. Lee 
Smith, Deacon Jeanette Burgess, Mr. Wayne Fell, Rev. Dr. Everett Flannigan, Ms. 
Holly Liersch. 
 
The bishop thanked the deans for their ministry and service and recognized them. 
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The bishop thanked Rev. Morgan Gordy for her strength and support as he has 
served as bishop. 
 
The bishop thanked the synod for its trust and support for him.  He said that this is 
a great synod. 
 
L.  Recognitions: Roster and Congregation Anniversaries, Retirees, and 
New to the Synod 
  
We are now at item M on your agenda—Recognitions: Roster and Congregation 
Anniversaries, Retirees, and New to the Synod.  Synod Vice President Imran 
Siddiqui will assist us with these recognitions. 
 
Vice President Siddiqui:  First are recognition of roster anniversaries. These 
recognitions are in 5-year increments.  If you are unsure if your anniversary will be 
recognized, check Bishop Gordy’s report behind Tab B in assembly materials, for 
the list. 

When you hear your name please stand.  After all of those with 5-year 
anniversaries are standing, we will acknowledge you with applause and then ask 
you to be seated.  We will then move on to the 10-year anniversaries and continue 
in that manner through the 65-year anniversaries. 
 
Let me also acknowledge that every year we have some rostered folk who were 
previously serving in other denominations or have been on another roster of this 
church previously.  So, when the total years in ministry is announced at the end, 
remember that is years of service on the roster of the ELCA or its predecessor 
churches on which they are currently serving only.   

 
RECOGNITION ONLY 
 
5th – 2014 
The Rev. Stephen W. Hilgeman - 1/19 
The Rev. Kelly J. Pensinger - 5/31 
The Rev. Antoinette A. Robinson - 5/18 
The Rev. Ingrid J. Schalk - 4/26 
The Rev. Karen L. Schwindler - 12/14 
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10th – 2009  
The Rev. John A. Barichivich - 8/2 
The Rev. Pauline Farrington - 7/18 
The Rev. Barbara A. Koch - 4/5 
Deacon Jane R. Mason - 12/2 
The Rev. Harry E. Tedrow - 11/22 
 
15th –  2004  
The Rev. Ann M. Bassett - 7/25 
The Rev. Todd A. Cutter - 6/4 
The Rev. Susan E. Montgomery - 11/14 
The Rev. Jason A. Peterson - 7/11 
The Rev. Andrea L. Windsor-Peterson - 7/11 
 
20th – 1999 
The Rev. Mark S. Beatty - 8/14 
The Rev. Randy T. Jones - 8/28 
The Rev. Landa L. Larson - 2/7 
 
RECOGNITION & CERTIFICATES  
 
Certificates for all those celebrating 25 years or more of service will be available at 
the dais for you to pick up either at the end of this plenary or just before or after any 
other plenary sessions.  Bishop Gordy will also try to be available at the dais for a 
few minutes after this afternoon and evenings plenary sessions, if anyone wants a 
photo with him. 
 
25th – 1994 
The Rev. Mary C. Peters - 6/26 
The Rev. Steven P. Schulte - 11/27 
The Rev. Kim A. Stover - 8/14 
The Rev. Fredrick A. Wiese - 7/17 
 
30th – 1989 
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The Rev. Robert C. Barger - 8/6 
The Rev. Theodore H. Coleman, Jr. - 1/29 
The Rev. Stanley W. Combs - 6/9  
Deacon Mary M. Golnitz - 4/28  
Deacon Ellen K. Koester - 10/3 
The Rev. O. Dennis Mims - 9/10 
 
35th – 1984 
The Rev. Delmer L. Chilton - 9/16 
The Rev. Brian W. Hooper - 6/17 
The Rev. David B. Hunter - 9/9 
The Rev. Michael W. Lemke - 11/12 
The Rev. Larry A. May - 5/13 
The Rev. Robert C. Mitchell - 6/3 
The Rev. A. Benjamin Moravitz - 5/25 
The Rev. Diane M. Wales - 5/25 
 
40th – 1979 
The Rev. Noel R. Anderson - 4/29 
The Rev. Kirk P. Bridgers - 5/20 
The Rev. Gary C. Christensen - 6/10 
The Rev. Darryl L. Kiehl - 5/19 
The Rev. Larry V. Moore - 5/27 
The Rev. Richard H. Mueller - 1/1 
The Rev. Gordon H. Myers - 7/15 
The Rev. James R. Reemts - 11/25 
The Rev. John-David Simpson - 8/25 
The Rev. James E. Thalacker - 6/10 
 
45th – 1974 
The Rev. Robert L. Baer - 7/30 
The Rev. Dennis R. Fakes - 7/7   
The Rev. Theodore I. Zimmerman - 11/29 
 
50th – 1969 
The Rev. J. Howard Mettee - 6/15 
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The Rev. Joseph N. Nilsen - 10/26 
The Rev. Eric C. Pearson - 7/13 
The Rev. James M. Peper - 9/21 
The Rev. Larry W. Warren - 6/8 
 
55th – 1964 
The Rev. Edward A. Beckstrom - 5/27 
The Rev. William F. Funk, III - 6/21 
The Rev. Frederick C. Ohsiek, II - 4/26 
The Rev. Michael Shahan - 5/26 
The Rev. A. Jackson Zipperer, Jr. - 5/31 
 
60th – 1959 
The Rev. Paul F. Reyelts - 5/31 
The Rev. David R. Richie - 8/16 
The Rev. Charles P. Siegel - 1/1 
The Rev. Sanford L. Spangler, Jr. - 6/21 
 
65th – 1954 
The Rev. Theodore K. Bundenthal - 1/1 
The Rev. Paul R. Haffly - 5/26 
The Rev. Lawrence E. Holst - 6/6 
 
Total Years of Rostered Ministry = 1,995 
 

Now, we recognize those rostered persons who have retired since the last 
assembly. Although officially retired, many of our rostered folk are still very active in 
ministry, serving as interim and supply pastors, working on task forces, and in other 
roles throughout our synod.  Would the following please stand if they are here 
today. 

The Rev. James E. Korzun – Retired 11/1/18 (Formerly Pastor, Our Savior, 
Gatlinburg, TN) 
The Rev. J. Stephen Misenheimer – Retired 1/1/19 (Formerly Pastor, St. John’s, 
Knoxville, TN) 
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The Rev. Keith R. Cook – Retired 1/1/19 (Formerly Pastor, All Saints, Huntsville, 
AL) 
The Rev. Craig N. Storlie – Retired 7/1/18 (Formerly Synod Transition Pastor) 
 
Lets take a moment to recognize pastors who new to the ordained roster since our 
last Assembly: 

The Rev. Sara A. Cutter – Co-Pastor, Ascension, Savannah, GA 
Pastor Sara transferred from Southern Ohio Synod, she started at Ascension back 
in August of 2018 and her installation was October 7, 2018 
 
The Rev. Todd A. Cutter – Co-Pastor, Ascension, Savannah, GA 
Also, transferred from Southern Ohio Synod and strangely enough he also started 
at Ascension in August of 2018 and his installation was October 7, 2018, too! 
 
The Rev. Mica I. Koli – who you all may remember from the Credentials Committee 
reports.  Pastor Koli is the Mission Developer at Resurrection Mission, Tucker, GA.  
She was received onto the ELCA roster of Word and Sacrament and was installed 
August 18, 2018. 
  
The Rev. J. Benjamin Mandrick – Pastor, Zion, Guyton, GA 
Pastor Mandrick transferred from Allegheny Synod last November and was 
installed January 20, of this year. 
  
Deacon Jane Mason – Retired, Caryville, TN.  Jane transferred from Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod on August 14 of 2018. 
 
 
The Rev. James R. Reemts – Retired, Crossville, TN.  Pastor James transferred 
from New England Synod on April 30 of last year and that was just a tad too late for 
us to get him on the list to announce at last year’s assembly, so welcome, Pastor 
James. 
 
The Rev. Andrew F. Rickel – Pastor, GA Tech/GA State/Agnes Scott Campus 
Ministry.  Pastor Rickel transferred from Oregon Synod in October of last year and 
was installed March 23 of this year. 
 
Mr. Mardy D. Ringer – a Synod-Authorized Minister at St. Mark in East Point, GA. 
Mr. Ringer started there in July of 2018. 
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The Rev. Paula P. Smith – Pastor, St. James, Greeneville, TN.  You all may be 
thinking, wait a minute, she is not new, but she is!  Paula was formerly a Deacon in 
Southeastern Synod and she was ordained and installed at St. James in 
September of 2018) 
 
The Rev. Jean W. Vargo – Synod Interim Pastor, St. John’s, Knoxville, TN.  Pastor 
Jean transferred from Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod and started at St. John’s 
on March 15 of this year. 
 
The Rev. Wilbert H. Winkler – Retired, Enterprise, AL who transferred from East 
Central Synod of Wisconsin in March of this year. 

Bishop Gordy:  We welcome all of you into the Southeastern Synod.  I hope that 
those of you here this weekend will take an opportunity to greet them when you 
can. 
 
We turn now to the results from the first ballot for Bishop of the Southeastern 
Synod.  Pr. Dena Lane, Elections Committee Chair, will make her way to the dais 
and announce the results and as before, I now turn the chair over to our 
Churchwide Representative, Ms. Mikka McCraken.  
 
Ms. McCraken invited Pr. Lane to give her report. 
 
Pr. Lane reported the following. 
 
# of ballots 253 
# of invalid ballots 3 
#needed for election 190 
 
Kevin Strickland 35 
Tiffany Chaney 24 
Randy Jones 18 
Terri Collier 17 
David Helfrich 8 
Karen Boda 8 
Nancy Christensen 8 
Rick Roberts 7 
Jill Henning 7 
Jim Nipper 6 
John Rossing 5 
Paul Baumgartnet 5 
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Matt Steinhauer 5 
Fritz Wiese 5 
Delmer Chilton 5 
Katie Pasch 5 
Katherine Museus Dabay 4 
Ron Bonner 4 
William Flippin 4 
Jason Talsness 4 
David Hanson 3 
Matt Henning 3 
Ruth Hamilton 3 
Amy Figg 2 
Julian Gordy 2 
Morgan Gordy 2 
Lewis Groce 2 
David Hunter 2 
Michael Jannett 2 
Katherine Love 2 
Kevin Martin 2 
Eric Murray 2 
Rick Ohsiek 2 
Mary Peters 2 
Ingrid Schalk 2 
Devin Strong 3 
Susan Thissell 2  
25 others got 1 vote 

Ms. McCraken declared there is no election. 
N.  Announcements  
 
The bishop called upon Vice President Imran Siddiqui for announcements. 

Various announcements were made. 

O. Closing Prayer - Assembly Chaplain 
 
The bishop called upon our chaplain Rev. Katie Pasch, for a closing prayer. 
 
P.   Recess  
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The bishop declared the Assembly to be in recess until 4:15 this afternoon. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Randy Jones 
Secretary of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 
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Southeastern Synod Assembly Minutes 
Chattanooga Convention Center 

Chattanooga, TN 
Plenary Session 2 

31 May 2019 
 

   
 

A. Call to Order   

The bishop called the second plenary session of the Southeastern Synod 
assembly to order.  

B. Opening Prayer - Assembly Chaplain  

The bishop asked the Chaplain to open the session with prayer.  

The bishop recognized 3 congregations celebrating significant anniversaries.  
Peace Lutheran Church in Spring Hill, TN and Christ the King Lutheran Church 
in Tupelo, MS were organized in 1994 and are celebrating 25 years.  
 
The congregation at St John Lutheran Church in Atlanta, GA who opened its 
doors in 1869, is celebrating 150 years.  
 
A video from St. John Lutheran Church was viewed by the assembly. 

 

C. Report of the Credentials Committee  

Pr. Koli reported that there re now 379 voting members in attendance. 

Report of SESLYO (moved from plenary session 1) 

The bishop invited Ashlyn Martin and Dylan Janett, the SESLYO reps, to the 
dais to report on SESLYO’s activities.  They highlighted Affirm and Bishop’s 
School and the national youth gathering with 31000 in attendance.  They helped 
with hurricane Harvey recovery efforts.  Ashlyn and Dylan attended the national 
conference and learned about advocacy.  The All Tennessee 222 and 202 at All 
Georgia.  Allissippi will be back again this year at Panama City Beach.  The 
board gathered at Lutheranch for their last meeting.   They will have a workshop 
on prayer tomorrow.  They thanked Bp. Gordy for his attention to the youth.  



   
 

 
 2  

 

 

 

E. Bible Study 

Bishop Gordy:  We are extremely fortunate this year to have Bishop Emeritus 
James Mauney for our Bible Study.  Bishop Mauney retired as bishop of the 
Virginia Synod of the ELCA in 2017. During his years as a member of the 
Conference of Bishops, Jim was known and respected for his wit, his knowledge 
of scripture and the confessions, and his gentle wisdom. When he spoke at 
conference meetings, people paid attention!  
 
Rev. James F. Mauney was first elected bishop in 1999, succeeding the Rev. 
Richard F. Bansemer.  Jim had served since 1988 as an assistant to Bp. 
Bansemer. Born in Lynchburg, Va., and raised in Norfolk, he graduated from 
Lenoir-Rhyne College, Hickory, N.C., and Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary (LTSS), Columbia, S.C. He was ordained in 1978 and served as 
pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, San Diego CA, and Christ Lutheran Church, 
Richmond VA. Bishop Mauney and his wife Lynda are the parents of an adult 
daughter. They are members of College Evangelical Lutheran Church, Salem. In 
2017, Bishop Mauney retired and was designated Bishop Emeritus of the 
Virginia Synod ELCA.  
 
This afternoon we have session one of our bible study.  Bishop Mauney… 
 
Bp. Mauney led the assembly in a bible story on the 4th chapter of Ephesians.   
 
D. Election Procedures: Bishop Ballot #2 
 
The bishop invited Ms. Mikka McCraken to return to the podium and chair the 
Assembly as we continued with election proceedings. 

Ms. McCraken called on the Chair of the Elections Committee Chair, Pr. Dena 
Lane, who announced that 36 people had removed their names from 
consideration.  They are: 

Cliff Bahlinger 
Paul Baumgartner 



   
 

 
 3  

 

Ronald Bonner 
Delmer Chilton 
Gary Christensen 
Nancy Christensen 
Paul Elbert 
Amy Figg 
Julian Gordy 
Morgan Gordy 
Lewis Groce 
Ruth Hamilton 
David Hansen 
Jill Henning 
Matthew Henning 
David Hunter 
Mica Koli 
Dirk Lange 
Michael Lippard 
Kathryn Love 
Kevin Martin 
Susan Montgomery 
Ben Moravitz 
Eric Murray 
James Nipper 
Katherine Pasch 
Scott Peterson  
Larry Richardson 
John Rossing 
Ingrid Schalk 
Bradley Schmelling 
Pamela Smith 
Gary Soop 
Karen Stephenson 
Paul Summer 
Crispin Wolandja 
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That leaves 28 names on the second ballot with six who were not contacted.  
Those six names are: 
 
Beth Birkholz 
David Lose 
Steve Misenheier 
Katherine Museus-Dabay 
Mark Allan Powell 
Phil Tonneson 
 
The chair called Pr. Katie Pasch to pray before we vote. 
 
The second ballot was distributed.  75% of votes is needed for election. 
 
Ms. McCraken asked that the ballots be distributed.  When all the ballots had 
been collected Ms. McCraken declared the second ballot voting closed and 
returned the chair to Bishop Gordy. 

 
F. Greetings from Portico 
 
The bishop recognized Ms. Barbara Debski the Region 9 regional representative 
for Portico to greet the assembly. 
 
She shared a video with the assembly. 
 
G. Greetings from Bishop James Arends, La Crosse Area Synod 

 
The bishop informed the assembly that the Southeastern synod is a participant in 
the ELCA Companion Synod Program.  We engage in companionship with five 
church bodies around the world: Augustinian Lutheran Church of Guatemala 
(ILAG); the Lutheran Church in Malaysia; the Lutheran Church in Singapore; 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria; and here in the ELCA, with the La 
Crosse Area Synod in Wisconsin. 
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The bishop welcomed again this year to our Assembly The Rev. Jim Arends, 
Bishop of the La Crosse Area Synod.  Bishop Arends was Ordained in 1981 
following graduation from Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN and served 
congregations in the Southeastern Minnesota Synod and the La Crosse Area 
Synod prior to beginning his call as Bishop in October 2008.  Bishop Arends will 
be bringing greetings to us. 
 
Bishop Arends greeted the assembly on behalf of the LaCrosse Area Synod.  
He recognized the Spirit of Christ here in this Synod and offered his blessing. 
 
H. Recognition of Inspiritus 
 
Bishop Gordy:  As I mentioned in my report, earlier this year, Lutheran Services 
of Georgia and Lutheran Services of Tennessee joined forces and became 
Inspritus.  I now invite to the dais the Chief Executive Officer of Inspiritus, the 
Rev. John Moeller.  John has more than 25 years’ experience in nonprofit 
leadership.  Before joining Inspiritus in February 2017, he served as the CEO at 
Action Ministries in Atlanta.  John is an ordained elder in the United Methodist 
Church. 
 
Rev. Moeller recognized Pr. David Hardy’s 15 years of service on the board of 
Inspiritus.  He said Pr. Hardy embodies the name Inspiritus (to fill with Spirit).   
 
I.  Announcements  
 
Vice President Siddiqui made various announcements. 
 
J. Closing Prayer - Assembly Chaplain 

 
The bishop called upon our chaplain Rev. Katie Pasch, for a closing prayer.  Pr. 
Pasch offered a prayer for the closing of the plenary session. 
  
K. Recess  
 
The bishop declared that the assembly is now in recess until tonight at 7:45 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Randy Jones 
Secretary of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 
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Southeastern Synod Assembly Minutes 
Chattanooga Convention Center 

Chattanooga, TN 
Plenary Session 3 

31 May 2019 
 

 
A.  Call to Order 

   
Bishop Gordy called the third plenary session of the Southeastern Synod 
assembly to order. 
 
Bishop Gordy thanked the people of Shades Valley, Birmingham, AL, who 
provided printing for all of the liturgies for this Assembly as a donation to the 
Assembly.   

B.  Opening Prayer - Assembly Chaplain  
 
The bishop called the assembly chaplain, Pr. Pasch to the dais to offer an 
opening prayer.  
 
Pr. Pasch offered the opening prayer. 
 

C. Report of the Credentials Committee 
 
The bishop called the chair of the Credentials Committee, Pr. Mica Koli, to 
report. 
 
Pr. Koli reported that we have 382 voting members in attendance.    
 

D.  Election Procedures: Report of Results of Bishop Ballot #2 
 
The Bishop invited Ms. Mikka McCraken to take the chair as we continued 
with the bishop election proceedings. 
 
Ms. McCraken called on Chair of Elections Committee Chair, Pr. Dena 
Lane, for the results of the second ballot for bishop. 
 
Pr. Lane reported the following results of the second ballot. 
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Kevin Strickland 84 
Tiffany Chaney 62 
Randy Jones 32 
Terri Stagner-Collier 30 
Karen Boda 22 
David Helfrich 18 
Rick Ohsiek 12 
Fritz Wiese 12 
William Flippin 10 
David Lose 10 
Matt Steinhauer 8 
Michael Jannett 6 
Rick Roberts 6 
Jason Talsness 6 
Susan Thissell 6 
Steve Misenheimer 5 
Mark Allan Powell 5 
Darryl Kiehl 4 
Mary Peters 4 
Devin Strong 4 
Patricia Axel 3 
John Barichivich 3 
Katherine Museus-Dabay 3 
Beth Birkholtz 2 
Ana Montgomery 2 
Kim Stover 2 
Phil Tonneson 1 
 
Ms. McCracken declared that there is no election. 
 
The following 8 people will be on the third ballot. 
Kevin Strickland 
Tiffany Chaney 
Randy Jones2 
Terri Stagner-Collier 
Karen Boda 
David Helfrich 
Rick Ohsiek 
Fritz Wiese 
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Pr. Lane said the 8 candidates need to fill out the bio information and other 
information by 9:45 pm tonight. 
 
Ms. McCracken returned the chair to Bishop Gordy. 

 
 
 
Bishop Gordy invited Bp Mauney to the dais for session two of our bible 
study.  
 
Bp. Mauney led the assembly in the second bible study. 

 
E.  Discussion and Vote on the 2020 Ministry Funding Plan 

 
SA2019.05.01 Resolved, that the 2020 Ministry Funding Plan 
recommended by the Synod Council is adopted. 
 
Bishop Gordy announced that we will now move to the 2020 Synod Ministry 
Funding Plan.    

Bishop Gordy:  Turn to Tab E in your assembly materials.  The Ministry 
Funding Plan is recommended by the Synod Council and, as such, is now 
before you.   Let me introduce Mr. Lee Smith a member of Messiah 
Lutheran in Madison, AL and Pastor Rossing who is the chairman of the 
synod Budget & Finance Committee and pastor of Christ the King Lutheran 
in Dalton, GA.   

Treasurer Smith reported: 

Thank you Bishop Gordy.  Guests, visitors, and especially voting members of this 
assembly. Pastor John Rossing (as the Chairman of the Synod Budget and 
Finance Committee) and I will give you a brief presentation on Synod Finances 
and the proposed Ministry Funding Plan for 2020. We will then open the 
microphones for your questions.  
 
Before we look at the specific Committee and Synod Council funding proposal,    I 
would like to expand on three items of the detailed Ministry Funding Plan at Tab E.  
Two important bullets on Page E-4 are entitled Recent Expense Reduction 
Actions. The first bullet confirms that the move of the Synod Office to the 
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renovated space at St John’s in Atlanta has reduced our Synod Office facility 
expenses. This annual reduction will allow us to direct budget funds to support our 
Synod missions. 
 
Bullet two highlights a discussion we started at last year’s Assembly. It has now 
been sixteen months since we migrated our financial accounting processes from 
the ELCA’s MIF to our in-house procedures. We have found our redeveloped 
processes have allowed us to more efficiently receive, disburse, record and report 
our financial and accounting activities. The independent audit completed earlier 
this year confirmed many positive aspects of our new financial processes. A copy 
of that audit is at Exhibit 6 of your Assembly materials. 
 
An important part of our new and more efficient financial procedures is the 
electronic mission support submissions accomplished each month by over a third 
of our congregations. These electronic deposits allow our finance team to more 
efficiently and accurately process your generous support and gifts. Since the 
Synod covers all electronic processing fees, it also provides you an opportunity to 
decrease your costs and increase your efficiency.  Today we again ask the other 
100 congregations to seriously consider signing up on the Synod website to 
submit future mission support and other gifts via the VANCO electronic transfer 
system. As always, the Synod’s financial team stands ready to assist you at any 
time.  
 
We would also like to highlight a new account that has been inserted into the 
funding proposal. A $30,000 expense is included to provide the new Bishop with 
the flexibility to initiate new programs, expand existing ones, or apply the funds 
toward staff compensation.  
 
We will now begin our discussion of the proposed 2020-21 Ministry Funding Plan. 
The details are found in Tab E of your Assembly Guidebook. There you can also 
find copies of the charts we will be displaying with specific details of the Ministry 
Funding Plan. The Synod Council recommended funding plan has been over a 
year in development – a process that is outlined on page E-1. 
 
In putting together our proposal for 2020-2021, the Budget and Finance 
Committee set the 2020 total income goal at 1.0% above our estimate of income 
for 2019. This is still an ambitious goal because it is over 4% above the actual 
funds received in 2018.  Nevertheless, we believe this conservative increase over 
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2019 is attainable for 2020. It is this income goal that drives all our 
recommendations. 
 
This first chart shows the total estimated sources of funding to support our 
budgeted ministries for 2020. These are the funds we will use to carry out the 
missions of the Southeastern Synod and the ELCA world-wide. 
 
Over 96% of our total income comes from your congregational and individual 
contributions.  As always, it is only through the gifts from congregations and 
individuals that the ELCA Church-Wide organization and our Synod can continue 
to expand Christ’s mission here on earth. A complete listing of individual 
congregational giving for last year is in Tab E, Pages E-13 to E-16. That listing is 
organized by Conference, then City, and then congregation.  This year we have 
added a second column of information for each congregation. The first column 
includes unrestricted or non-designated Mission Support Contributions. The 
second column includes your congregation’s designated gifts that have been 
processed through our Synod accounting system. If you or your congregation 
directed gifts for specific purposes, we passed 100% of those gifts to the desired 
purpose or agency. However, if you sent gifts directly to the ELCA or other 
organization, those gifts are not included on our list. None of the Designated or 
Restricted gifts are included in our budget discussions. Please note that the Synod 
Office continues to send quarterly contribution reports to each contributing 
congregation. Please let the Synod office know if you do not receive these 
periodic reports of your financial support. 
 
Here is a summary of our Synod's recommended expenses for 2020. The total 
proposed expenditures equal our anticipated income. That requirement continues 
to be a Synod Council requirement on all budget discussions. The total 
expenditures are little changed from the actual Synod expenses of 2018 or the 
Assembly approved 2019 Ministry Funding Plan. Note the majority of our 
distributions go to ELCA Mission Support with an additional 3% designated for our 
Synod-specific Planting New Congregations Fund. You will also note the $30,000 
item called New Initiatives. As I previously mentioned, this budget item is to 
provide flexibility to our new Bishop so she or he can quickly begin revisions to 
Synod priorities or Staffing without waiting for new funding.  You are welcome to 
ask questions concerning specific budget items at the conclusion of this 
presentation. 
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Previously I said that the largest portion of our expenditures were unrestricted 
Mission Support gifts to the ELCA. Each month we transfer 50% of the Mission 
Support you send to your Synod on to the ELCA. But what does the ELCA do with 
the Mission Support gifts from all the 65 synods? This Chart shows the ELCA’s 
Church-wide Expenses.  You will notice that 40% of all gifts to the ELCA support 
relief and development as well as growth of the ELCA in the United States.  Very 
importantly, some of the funds we send to Church-Wide come back to us to 
support missions of the Southeastern Synod. 
 
I'll let Ms. Mikka McCracken, our Church-wide Representative, expand on how the 
gifts from all synods are consolidated and then distributed for world-wide missions. 
She will present her report during tomorrow morning’s Plenary Session. 
 
One final chart before we open the Ministry Funding Plan for discussion and vote. 
We’d like to show you an alternate ministry expense chart which is on Page E-11.  
This chart displays the proposed Ministry Funding Plan by Programmatic Areas. 
Members of last year’s assembly found this depiction of the budget helped them 
better understand how their gifts are used: 
- This Pie Chart presents our proposed expenses reformatted into the 

highlighted Programmatic Areas.  
-  A detailed text of these programatic areas is on Page E-12. As the Note at the 

bottom of Page E-12 indicates, we have allocated Synod Staff expenses 
throughout the various categories to represent the percentages that the Staff 
works in each catagory.  
 

In summary, whether we review the proposed Ministry Expenses as Chart 2 or 
Chart 4, it is only through the offerings and gifts from you and your congregations 
that we will be able to complete all the missions and ministries proposed to you 
today. And hopefully you will send your gifts electronically! 
 
If you would now turn to Tab E, pages E-8 through E-10 for the specifics of the 
recommended 2020-21 Ministry Funding Plan. 
 This proposed document has four columns of figures:  
- The First Column shows actual receipts and expenses for FY 2018-19.  
- The Second Column includes the Income and Level 1 Budget for 2019.    

This is the Mission Funding Plan we began to follow in February of this year. 
- The last two columns indicate the recommended Level 1 and Level 2 Ministry 

Funding Plan for 2020-21. 
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Bishop Gordy, this Ministry Funding Plan has been recommended to the 
Assembly by the Synod Council for Assembly consideration. 

 
Following are the exhibits for the financial report given by Treasurer Lee 
Smith. 
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The bishop opened the floor for questions.   

Michael Franklin, Holy Trinity Lutheran church, Conf 8.  He is also the chair 
of the personnel committee.  He brought attention to the fact that the synod 
has increased the salaries of the staff to fair salaries.  We have lost two staff 
positions in that same time that have not been refilled.  The work has 
increased.  What can we do in our congregations to support the synod staff? 

The bishop asked if we are ready to discuss the motion before us.  There 
was no discussion. 

The bishop called the question. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 
G. Thanks to outgoing Synod Council members and Deans 
 
Bishop Gordy: We are going to circle back now and recognize those 
rostered persons who have retired since the last assembly. Although 
officially retired, many of our rostered folk are still very active in ministry, 
serving as interim and supply pastors, working on task forces, and in other 
roles throughout our synod.  Would the following please stand if they are 
here today. 

 
The Rev. James E. Korzun – Retired 11/1/18 (Formerly Pastor, Our Savior, 
Gatlinburg, TN) 
The Rev. J. Stephen Misenheimer – Retired 1/1/19 (Formerly Pastor, St. 
John’s, Knoxville, TN) 
The Rev. Keith R. Cook – Retired 1/1/19 (Formerly Pastor, All Saints, 
Huntsville, AL) 
The Rev. Craig N. Storlie – Retired 7/1/18 (Formerly Synod Transition 
Pastor) 
 
Let’s take a moment to recognize pastors who new to the ordained roster 
since our last Assembly: 
 
The Rev. Sara A. Cutter – Co-Pastor, Ascension, Savannah, GA 
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Pastor Sara transferred from Southern Ohio Synod, she started at 
Ascension back in August of 2018 and her installation was October 7, 2018 
 
The Rev. Todd A. Cutter – Co-Pastor, Ascension, Savannah, GA 
Also, transferred from Southern Ohio Synod and strangely enough he also 
started at Ascension in August of 2018 and his installation was October 7, 
2018, too! 
 
The Rev. Mica I. Koli – who you all may remember from the Credentials 
Committee reports.  Pastor Koli is the Mission Developer at Resurrection 
Mission, Tucker, GA.  She was received onto the ELCA roster of Word and 
Sacrament and was installed August 18, 2018.      
Bishop Gordy: 
The Rev. J. Benjamin Mandrick – Pastor, Zion, Guyton, GA 
Pastor Mandrick transferred from Allegheny Synod last November and was 
installed January 20, of this year. 
 
The Rev. Jean W. Vargo – Synod Interim Pastor, St. John’s, Knoxville, TN.  
Pastor Jean transferred from Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod and started 
at St. John’s on March 15 of this year. 
 
The Rev. James R. Reemts – Retired, Crossville, TN.  Pastor James 
transferred from New England Synod on April 30 of last year and that was 
just a tad too late for us to get him on the list to announce at last year’s 
assembly, so welcome, Pastor James. 
 
The Rev. Wilbert H. Winkler – Retired, Enterprise, AL who transferred from 
East Central Synod of Wisconsin in March of this year. 

 
And the following people sent us videos introducing themselves. 

Deacon Jane Mason – Retired, Caryville, TN.  Jane transferred from 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod on August 14 of 2018. 
 
The Rev. Andrew F. Rickel – Pastor, GA Tech/GA State/Agnes Scott 
Campus Ministry.  Pastor Rickel transferred from Oregon Synod in October 
of last year and was installed March 23 of this year. 
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Mr. Mardy D. Ringer – a Synod-Authorized Minister at St. Mark in East 
Point, GA. Mr. Ringer started there in July of 2018. 
 
The Rev. Paula P. Smith – Pastor, St. James, Greeneville, TN.  You all may 
be thinking, wait a minute, she is not new, but she is!  Paula was formerly a 
Deacon in Southeastern Synod and she was ordained and installed at St. 
James in September of 2018. 

 
 
Bishop Gordy: We welcome all of you into the Southeastern Synod.  I hope 
that those of you here this weekend will take an opportunity to greet them 
when you can. 

 

Bishop Gordy: Now we want to recognize outgoing members of the Synod 
Council as well as deans who completed their service in that role since the 
last Assembly.  Synod Council members and outgoing deans, if your time of 
service has ended, please make your way to the front of the dias.  
 
As your name is called, please come forward to accept this certificate of 
thanks from Vice President Siddiqui.  Members of the Synod Council invest 
a significant amount of time and thoughtful work as the elected leaders of 
our synod.  And, as we have already shared earlier in this Assembly, our 
deans do as well.  We are grateful for their time and their commitment to the 
gospel on our behalf. 

          
Rev. Randy Jones - Dean 
Ms. Melissa Fuller Sims 
Ms. Debbie Baumgartner 
Dr. Sanatha Jetty 
Rebecca Parson (Youth) 
Mr. Jim Drinnon 
Rev. Michelle Kuhlman 
Rev. Kim Stover 
Rev. Timothy Morgan 

 
Last but certainly not least, the synod council would like to extend a special 
thanks to Mr. Lee Smith.  As I mentioned, Lee has been our treasurer since 
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2001 and the council thought it only fitting to bring the following Resolution 
to this Assembly. 
The bishop called Vice President Siddiqui to read the resolution of thanks. 

 

Vice President Siddiqui:   

Whereas, Lee Smith has faithfully served with distinction two terms as Synod 
Treasurer; and 

 Whereas, Lee Smith has given generously of his time and wisdom to the work 
of this synod; and 

 Whereas, Lee Smith has represented the Southeastern Synod in this church 
with skill and grace; therefore, be it 

 SA2019.05.02 Resolved that the Southeastern Synod offers its profound 
gratitude for the service of Lee Smith and gives thanks to God for his guidance 
and wisdom during his tenure; and 

SA2019.05.03 Resolved that the Southeastern Synod asks God’s blessing upon 
his continued service to this church and the world. 

Bishop Gordy: All those in favor please raise your green cards—those opposed 
red.    The resolution has passed 

 
 
H. Thanks to Bishop Gordy 
 
Bishop Gordy: There is a 10 minute blank space in my script with a note to 
“Turn Chair over to Imran,” so here goes. 
 
I now invite Vice President Imran Siddiqui to move to take the chair. 

 

Vice President Siddiqui invited Ms. Doris Underwood to the dais to thank Bp. 
Gordy for the 12 years he has given to us.  On behalf of all of us we 
appreciate the kind of leader you have been.  She said he had been an 
exemplary leader.  You persevered.  It has been my pleasure to sit by your 
side as Vice President for 8 of those years.  I know you are held in high 
esteem by your peer bishops.   
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Ms. Underwood presented the bishop a quilt that has a square representing 
each congregation in the synod. 

Rev. Delmer Chilton presented a Resolution Honoring the Ministry of Rev. 
H. Julian Gordy. 

Whereas, 
the Rev. H. Julian Gordy has served the church faithfully throughout thirty-
four years of ordained ministry, beginning with pastoral ministry at Good 
Shepherd, Morristown, TN; Christus Victor, Ocean Springs, MS; and St. 
Andrew, Franklin, TN; and twelve years as bishop of the Southeastern 
Synod-ELCA; and 
 
Whereas, 
the Rev. H. Julian Gordy has willingly shared all that God has entrusted to 
him by serving as the synod’s pastor, proclaiming God’s word and 
celebrating the sacraments, ordaining our pastors, commissioning and 
consecrating our ministers of Word and Service, interpreting the Gospel; 
teaching our youth at Affirm, and serving the wider church by active 
participation in the work and witness of the ELCA Conference of Bishops; 
and 
 
Whereas, 
the Rev. H. Julian Gordy has provided leadership and guidance to the 
Southeastern Synod in its many missional endeavors, especially the 
Standing on the Promises Campaign for Lutheranch, the Living Lutheran 
Legacy for the new Synod Office, and the creation of Inspiritus by the 
merger of Lutheran Services of Georgia and Lutheran Services in 
Tennessee; and 
 
Whereas, 
the Rev. H. Julian Gordy has steadily overseen and administered the work 
of the synod, encouraging us to explore what God is calling su to do and be 
in oru communities for the sake of the Gospel; and 
 
Whereas, 
the Rev. H. Julian Gordy has been called by the Holy Spirit to walk with us, 
sharing in our joys and our sorrows, and has been equipped by the Holy 
Spirit and supported by all his partners in ministry, especially the deans, the 
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members of the synod council, and the members of the Southeastern Synod 
staff; and 
 
Whereas, 
the Rev. H. Julian Gordy has been especially blessed by he love and 
support of his wife, the Rev. Dr. Morgan Gordy; his daughter, the Rev. Anna 
Gordy; and his son Ben Gordy, as well as his seven grand-children; and 
several assorted dogs, without whom he would not have been able to do his 
ministry; therefore, be it 
 
SA2019.05.02 Resolved, 
That the 2019 Southeastern Synod Assembly express its joy and 
gratitude to the Rev. H. Julian Gordy for his outstanding service to our 
Risen Lord through his many ministries to the Southeastern Synod, by 
standing in applause and recognition at this time. 
 
The resolution passed unanimously. 
 
Rev. Matt Steinhauer brought a song to be sung by the assembly based on 
we will rock you.  Carolyn Davis came up with the idea and Jeanette 
Burgess wrote the lyrics. 

 

I. Announcements  
 

Bishop Gordy: Before we move to recess, it has been a very busy day for all 
of us but please, if you have not yet read the biographical information that 
has been posted on the Guidebook app, please do so tonight when you get 
to your hotel room.  It is not possible or helpful to try to read these 
biographies during the voting tomorrow, especially with the number we have 
this year.  If you have to read all these and pray about them during the 
election proceeding, we will all have to wait on you. And I know you don’t 
want to make us do that. So please read the bios in advance so that you can 
make informed decisions in your voting tomorrow. 

 
Vice President Siddiqui made other announcements. 

 
J. Closing Prayer - Assembly Chaplain 
 



   
 

 
 30  

 

Bishop Gordy: I now call upon our chaplain Rev. Katie Pasch, for a closing 
prayer. 
 
  
K. Recess  
Bishop Gordy: This assembly is now in recess until tomorrow morning at 
8:30 AM. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Randy Jones 
Secretary of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 
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Southeastern Synod Assembly Minutes 
Chattanooga Convention Center 

Chattanooga, TN 
Plenary Session 4 

1 June 2019 
 
A. Call to Order   

 
Bishop Gordy: Good Morning.   I call this fourth plenary session of the 
Southeastern Synod assembly to order.  Please turn to Plenary Session 4, 
page A-7 in your materials.   We now turn to our Chaplain for the opening 
prayer.  Pastor Pasch …   

 
B. Opening Prayer - Assembly Chaplain  

 
The Chaplain opened the assembly with prayer. 

 
C. Report of the Credentials Committee  

 
The bishop called upon the chair of the Credentials Committee, the Rev. 
Mica Koli, for the fifth report of the Credentials Committee. 
Pr. Koli reported that there are 387 voting members in attendance. 
 
Bishop Gordy: Now we will view another video from one of our congregations 
celebrating an anniversary. 
We viewed a video from Christ the King Lutheran Church of Tupelo, MS. 

 
D. Election Procedure:  Speeches by Bishop Nominees  

 
The bishop invited Ms. Mikka McCraken to the chair to preside over the 
bishop election proceedings. 
 
For reference: 

 
By action of the Synod Council in January 2003, the balloting process for 
bishop was further defined as follows: 
a. After the distribution of candidates’ biographical data and prior to the 

third ballot, each of the seven remaining candidates will address the 
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Assembly for a maximum of 5 minutes, with the order of presentations 
determined at random. 

 

Ms. McCraken:  We will now hear briefly from each of the nominees for 
Bishop. Each of them will introduce themselves and they will each have up to 
5 minutes to address the Assembly. The order for speaking has been chosen 
at random. As each speaker finishes and leaves the podium, the next 
speaker should automatically proceed to the podium.  
 
We are ready for speaker number 1 
 
Each of the eight candidates for bishop spoke for five minutes. 
 
Ms. McCraken returned the chair to the bishop. 

 
E. Report of Churchwide Representative  

 
Bishop Gordy:  I think you would all agree that Ms. McCrakken has been 
doing an excellent job of shepherding us through this bishop’s election 
process, but now we ask her to put on another hat and bring us the ELCA 
Churchwide Representative report.  We have all gotten to know Ms. 
McCrakken at bit this weekend but let me tell you a little more.  

Mikka McCrakken is graduate of Gustavus Adolphus College, where she 
earned a B.A. in Political Science and Peace Studies.  A life-long Lutheran, 
she came to the ELCA in 2008 as a World Hunger Intern and has since 
worked with the ELCA Justice for Women program and has served a Director 
with the ELCA World Hunger Unit, with Constituent Engagement & 
Interpretation and Planning &Engagement.  She also served on the Lutheran 
World Federation International Council from 2010-2017. 
 
Currently the Director of Strategy and Engagement with ELCA World 
Hunger, Ms. McCrakken advocates for gender justice.  She believes the 
church plays an important role in the possibility of ending poverty and 
hunger. 
 
Ms. McCrakken?...  
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We were shown a video from Presiding Bishop Eaton. 

Ms. McCracken addressed the assembly and brought greetings from the 
Churchwide expression of the church.  She highlighted FutureDirections 
2025.  She showed the gap between congregations and available pastors.  
We are short about 1000 pastors.  Two focus areas: Leadership and vital 
congregations.   

Five goals:  a thriving church, a church equipping people for ministry in the 
world, inviting and welcoming the gifts of diversity, a visible church working 
for justice peace and reconciliation around the world, a well governed, 
connected and sustainable church. 

 
F. Voting Member Formulation of Questions for Bishop Nominees (30 

minutes) 
 

Bishop Gordy: I now invite Ms. Mikka McCraken to the chair to preside over 
the bishop election proceedings. 

Mikka McCrakken:  Vice President Imran Siddiqui will you please give us 
information regarding the Formulation of Questions for Bishops Nominees. 

 
Vice President Siddiqui: Good morning.  As you know, we are scheduled to 
have a Question and Answer session this afternoon with the top three 
candidates for bishop.   Each table should have received a set of color-coded 
cards. Voting members at each table should have the same color card. Each 
table should choose one person to act as facilitator. We will take thirty 
minutes of plenary time for tables to draft questions for candidates.  
 
Each color-coded card has an upper and lower section. Detach the upper 
section, labeled "Question Card," for formulating questions. Please do not 
discard the lower section of the card, as it is your entry ticket to the Question 
and Answer Session this afternoon.  
 
Each table of voting members may formulate questions as it chooses.  
Please see exhibit 7 for some ideas, just remember, there is no incorrect way 
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for groups to formulate questions. Tables may form as many questions as 
they choose.  
 
Once a group has formulated its questions, someone in the group with neat, 
clear handwriting should use the lined side of the Question Cards to record 
one question per card. Anything written on the back (blank) side of the cards 
will be disregarded.  
 
Again, groups can come up with as many questions as they choose. Plenary 
volunteers will be circulating in the plenary hall during this time. If a group 
needs additional Question Cards, a member of the group should raise a 
yellow voting card for assistance. Any Question Cards not used should be 
returned to one of the volunteers.  
 
Please note that questions must be printed clearly since when the cards are 
turned in there will be no way of identifying the specific voting members who 
formulated the question.  
 
After a table's questions are recorded on the front of the Question Cards 
(one question per card), the group should prioritize its questions in order of 
importance. Once the prioritization is complete, the facilitator for each group 
should bring the completed Question Cards to the front of the plenary hall 
and hand them directly to the person collecting that color of card. 
 
Just one point of clarity, if we do elect a bishop on the third ballot, it is 
possible that we may not need these questions, however, to be prepared for 
a fourth ballot, we will proceed with preparing the questions at this time. 
 
Are there any questions?  Please begin. 
 
The assembly spent 30 minutes formulating questions.  At the end of the 30 
minutes Ms. McCraken called the assembly back to order. 

 
H.  Election Procedure: Ballot for Bishop (#3) & other positions   
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Ms. Mikka McCraken announced the third ballot.  She invited Pr. Pasch to 
pray.  Pr. Pasch prayed for the third ballot. 
 
After the ballots were collected Ms. McCracken closed the voting and 
returned the chair to Bp. Gordy. 
 
Bruce Montgomery, Shades Valley Lutheran Church, Birmingham proposed 
that we take all the questions from all of the groups and combine them to 
create a single set of questions which will be used in every room.  
There was a second to the proposal. 
 
Rev. Tom Clark, Ascension Lutheran, Jackson MS suggested that this will 
not allow the candidates to think on their feet. 
 
Rev. Keith Voights, Grace Lutheran, Long Beach suggested we just stay in 
here and hear everyone at the same time. 
 
Bernard Wilman, Atonement, moved to meet here with all the groups here in 
the plenary.  There was a second. 
 
Jeff Graham, Ascension, Chattanooga, asked does that mean many 
questions would be discarded.  The answer is yes. 
 
Margaret Garrett, Reformation Lutheran Church, Greeneville, SC,  moved  
that we sequester the candidates who are not speaking in a separate room.  
There was a second. 
 
Stephen Schrader, Shades Valley Lutheran Church, Birmingham, said that if 
the original structure is kept the problem of sequestering wouldn’t be a 
problem. 
 
John Druid, Messiah, Conf 1.  Spoke against the amendment to sequester 
the candidates. 
 
There was no further discussion concerning sequestering the candidates. 
 
The amendment to sequester was passed. 
 
The amendment to remain in the plenary hall was now ready to be voted. 
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The amendment to stay in one room was not passed. 
 
Susan Forsyth, St John’s, Atlanta,  wanted to know how many questions 
would be asked in each room.   
 
Ms. McCracken said from past experience 5 – 7  
 
Rev. Dale Sillik, suggested that it would not be possible to sift through all the 
questions to create one set of questions.  It would be unrealistic. 
 
Rev. Tim Wrenn, Christ Lutheran Church, Conf 2, spoke on behalf of the 
motion.  He suggested that the Holy Spirit might be moving in this process. 
 
Rev. Jason Talsness, moved the question.   
 
Ms. McCraken reminded the assembly that we are voting on the amendment 
to have a single set of questions.   
 
The motion did not carry. 
 
Ms. McCracken returned the chair back to Bp. Gordy. 
 
J.   Closing Prayer – Assembly Chaplain 
 
The bishop called upon our chaplain Rev. Katie Pasch, for a closing prayer. 
 
Rev. Pasch offered a closing prayer. 
 
K.   Recess 
 
The bishop declared that the assembly is now in recess until 2:45 this 
afternoon. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Randy Jones 
Secretary of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 
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Southeastern Synod Assembly Minutes 
Chattanooga Convention Center 

Chattanooga, TN 
Plenary Session 5 

1 June 2019 
 
A. Call to Order   

 
Bishop Gordy called the fifth plenary session to order.   
 
He invited the Chaplain to offer the opening prayer.  
 

B. Opening Prayer - Assembly Chaplain  
 
Pr. Pasch offered an opening prayer. 
 

C. Report of the Credentials Committee  
 
Bishop Gordy called the chair of the Credentials Committee, the Rev. 
Mica Koli, for the sixth report of the Credentials Committee. 
 
Rev. Koli reported that there are 392 voting members in attendance. 
 
Bishop Gordy announced that we would watch a video from Peace Lutheran 
Church, Springhill, TN. 
We watched a video from Peace Lutheran Church, Springhill, TN. 

Bishop Gordy asked the assembly to allow him to deviate from the agenda 
so we could hear from Rev. Dr. Mary Hinkle Shore, the Rector and Dean at 
LTSS.  
 
Rev. Shore showed a video supporting the seminary. 
 
She thanked the synod for its prayers for the seminary, the students, etc.   
 
She announced that there is a new chair in Lutheran studies and a search is 
on to hire a professor. 
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She announced that all ELCA students who enter LTSS will receive a full 
tuition grant. 
 
Rev. Shore indicated that the Atlanta Lutheran experience is being worked 
on between LTSS and Emory. 
 
Bishop Gordy thanked Pr. Shore.  
 

D. Election Procedure:  Report of Result of Bishop Ballot #3 and 
Additional ballot for non-bishop positions as needed  
 
Bishop Gordy invited Pr. Dena Lane, Elections Committee Chair, to 
announce the results from the ballot for Synod Treasurer and Synod Council 
Clergy at Large.  
 
Pr. Lane reported the following: 
 
Synod Treasurer  
 
Legal ballots 356 
Illegal ballots 0 
 
# needed for election 179 
 
Stephen Gehret 193 
Max Yost 163 
 

The bishop declared Stephern Gehret elected as treasurer of the synod. 

Clergy at-large Synod Council 

Legal ballots 362 
Illegal ballots 1 
 
# needed for election 182 
 
Mica Koli 124 
Matt Steinhauer 104 
Crispin Wilondja 78 
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Carolyn Hayford 56 
 

The bishop announced there was no election.  The next ballot will be a runoff 
between Pastor Mica Koli and Pastor Matt Steinhauer. 

The bishop turned the chair over to Ms. McCracken for the election results of 
the bishop’s election. 

Bishop 

Legal ballots 385 
Illegal ballots 0 

# needed for election 257 

Kevin Strickland 91 
Terri Stagner-Collier 81 
Tiffany Chaney 79 
Karen Boda 65 
Randy Jones 23 
Rich Ohsiek 18 
David Helfrich 16 
Fritz Wiese 12 
 
Ms. McCracken declared there is no election.  The three nominees who will 
be on the next ballot and will participate in the Q&A sessions this afternoon 
are: 

Pr. Kevin Strickland 
Pr. Terri-Stagner Collier 
Pr. Tiffany Chaney 
 
Ms. McCracken returned the chair to Bp. Gordy. 

 
D. Presentation of 2020 Compensation Guidelines 
 
SA2019.05.03 Resolved, that the 2020 Compensation Guidelines 
recommended by the Synod Council be adopted. 
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Bishop Gordy:  At this time, we welcome to the dais Ms. Sabra Black, chair 
of the Compensation Guidelines Committee.  Ms. Black is a member of Holy 
Trinity, Marietta, GA.  As she makes her way to the dais, let me read the 
resolution. 
 
This resolution comes from the Synod Council and is before you now.  The 
proposed Compensation Guidelines document can be found at Tab I, Exhibit 
3. 
 
Ms. Black highlighted the changes that were made to the document this year. 

The bishop opened the floor for discussion. 

There was no further discussion. 

A vote was taken and the Synod Council resolution passed. 

 
Discussion and Vote on Resolutions and Memorials brought by the 
Reference and Counsel Committee 

 
Bishop Gordy invited the Rev. Delmer Chilton, Chair of the Reference and 
Counsel Committee to the dais to present the resolutions and memorials that 
have been received. 
 
Pr. Chilton first highlighted a change to the wording of resolutions in that we 
no longer use “Be it further resolved”.  Each resolved is a resolution to itself. 
 
2019-2 A Resolution Regarding Mental Health Awareness within the 
Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 
 
This resolution was submitted by SESLYO. 
 
S2015.05.04 – Resolved that we ask the Southeastern Synod Council to 
establish a Mental Health taskforce to gather resources in each of the 
four states of our synod to assist pastors and lay members in referring 
those in need of mental health treatment. 
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S2015.05.05 – Resolved that those resources be displayed on the 
Southeastern Synod website (www.elca-ses.org) and the Southeastern 
Synod Youth Ministry website (www.sesyouth.org) with links to various 
state and governmental sites, as well as nationally recognized mental 
health associations. 
 
2015.05.06 – Resolved that we encourage each of our congregations 
within the Southeastern Synod to also provide those resources with 
links in their own congregations’ websites. 
 
2015.05.07 – Resolved that we encourage congregations within the 
Southeastern Synod, future Synod Assemblies, and Southeastern 
Synod Leadership Convocations to provide workshops and training for 
both laity and rostered ministers on the care and support of those 
dealing with mental illness and on how to cultivate one’s own good 
mental health. 
 
The bishop asked for a motion and second to consider the resolution.  A 
motion and a second was made.  The bishop opened the floor for discussion. 
 
Caitlyn Hall, Shades Valley Lutheran Church, Birmingham, said that she 
believes mental health is also important for youth. 
 
Rev. Mary Armstrong-Reiner, Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, 
Lawrenceville, GA, spoke on behalf of the resolution and said that kind of 
information is helpful as she serves her congregations. 
 
Adam Renner, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Decatur, GA Conf 3, asked how 
many here know someone who has been impacted by mental health issues. 
 
There was no further discussion.  The bishop called for a vote. 
 
The resolutions passed unanimously. 
 
2019-1 A Memorial to CWA Concerning the Unaltered Augsburg Confession 
 

http://www.elca-ses.org/
http://www.sesyouth.org/
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2019.05.08 - Resolved that the Southeastern Synod Assembly 
memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly to call for all three 
expressions of this church, the churchwide organization, synods, and 
congregations, to refresh and renew their knowledge of the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession. 
  
2019.05.09 - Resolved that the Southeastern Synod Assembly 
memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly to request 1517 Media to 
produce affordable resources to help individuals and congregations in 
their study, application, and appreciation of the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession; and  
  
2019.05.10 – Resolved that the Southeastern Synod Assembly 
memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly to invite and encourage 
the seminaries of the ELCA to broaden their use of and references to 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession in coursework, particularly (but not 
exclusively) in homiletics and liturgics, as well as offering workshops 
on the Augsburg Confession. 

  
2019.05.11 - Resolved that the Southeastern Synod Assembly 
memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly to direct the ELCA 
churchwide organization to promptly begin negotiations with 1517 
Media to allow members of the ELCA to have online access to the 
translation of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession found in the Book of 
Concord edited by Robert Kolb and Timothy Wengert. 
 
2015.05.12 – Resolved that the Southeastern Synod Assembly 
memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly to direct the ELCA 
churchwide organization to recommend, encourage, and equip the 
synods, particularly for the 2030 synod assemblies, as well as 
congregations, agencies, and institutions of this church to celebrate 
the 500th anniversary of the Presentation of the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession. 
 
Submitted by Saint Luke Lutheran Church, McDonough, GA. 
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The bishop asked for a motion and a second to consider the Memorial.  
There was a motion and a second.  The bishop opened the floor for 
discussion. 
 
Pr. Ryan Harold, St Luke McDonough GA, related how a men’s bible study 
group after years of study decided they wanted to go into depth about what it 
means to be a Lutheran.  They found a lack of materials on the subject.  
They found materials on the LCMS publisher site. 
 
Pr. Bob Mitchell, Christ the Lord Lutheran Church, Conf 4, called the 
question. 
 
The bishop asked for a vote. 
 
The memorial passed. 

 
F.  Explanation of Q&A Sessions with Bishop Nominees        
  
Bishop Gordy turned the chair over to Ms. Mikka McCraken to preside over 
the bishop election proceedings. 
 
Ms. McKrakken asked Vice President Siddiqui to give the information 
regarding this afternoon’s Question and Answer session with the nominees 
for bishop. 
 
Vice President Siddiqui:  Question and Answer Sessions for the top three 
candidates for bishop will be held following this plenary session.  
 
These Question and Answer Sessions will take place in three separate 
rooms as follows:  
Blue Cards - Meeting Room H  
Yellow Cards - Plenary Hall  
Pink Cards - Meeting Room E  
 
Please present your color-coded ticket and assembly name tag for entry into 
a Question and Answer Session room. If you lose your ticket or were not 
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present when the tickets were distributed, please stay in the Plenary Hall for 
the Q & A as there are a specific number of seats in each room and one 
color-coded ticket equals one seat for a voting member.  Likewise, visitors 
who wish to observe a Question and Answer Session should attend the one 
in the Plenary Hall.  
Each of the nominees for synod bishop will have 45 minutes in each room to 
answer the questions.   
 
Following the final hour of Questions and Answers, the assembly will be in 
recess to allow for a time of reflection and prayer prior to ballot #4, scheduled 
to take place during the sixth plenary session, tomorrow morning, beginning 
at 10 am. 
 
Ms. McCraken returned the chair to Bp. Gordy. 
  
G.  Other Announcements  
 
Vice President had no further announcements. 
 
H. Prayer - Assembly Chaplain 
 
Bishop Gordy called upon our chaplain Rev. Katie Pasch, for a closing 
prayer. 
 
Pr. Pasch offered a closing prayer. 
 
The bishop declared the plenary session closed.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Randy Jones 
Secretary of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 

 



Southeastern Synod Assembly Minutes 
Chattanooga Convention Center 

Chattanooga, TN 
Plenary Session 6 

2 June 2019 
 

A. Call to Order 
The bishop called the session to order. 
 
B. Opening Prayer 

 
The bishop called on the Chaplain to offer the opening prayer. 
 
Pr. Pasch offered the opening prayer. 
 
C. Final Credentials Report 

 
The bishop called on the chair of the Credentials Committee, the 
Rev. Mica Koli, for the final report of the Credentials Committee. 
 
Pr. Koli reported that there are 392 voting members in attendance 
which includes 85 visitors and 35 volunteers for a total of 512 people 
in attendance. 
D. Elections Procedures 

 
The bishop called on Pr. Dena Lane, chair of the Elections 
Committee, to report on the elections. 
 
She reported the results of the conference caucuses.  The following 
people have been nominated by their conference caucuses to serve 
on Synod Council. 
 
Conference 1 – Pr. Terri Landers, Resurrection, August GA 
Conference 2 – David Haigler, Oglethorpe GA 
Conference 3 – Pr. Beverly Brown Shaw, Atonement, Atlanta GA 
Conference 4 – Amanda Spangler, Holy Cross, Athens GA 
Conference 5 – Deborah Baumgartner, Good Shepherd, Woodstock 
GA 
Conference 6 – Nancy Friedrich, St. John, Knoxville TN (1 year 
unexpired term) 



The bishop asked for a motion to ratify.  There was a motion and a 
second and the assembly unanimously ratified the slate of Synod 
Council representatives. 
 
Pr. Lane reported that the next ballot will include the runoff for the 
at-large clergy position on the Synod Council, as well as the vote for 
the at-large lay female position on the Synod Council.  It will also 
include the 4th ballot for Synod Bishop. 
 
The bishop turned the chair over to Ms. McCracken to preside over 
the election proceedings. 
 
Ms McCracken called on Pr. Pasch to pray for the election 
procedures. 
 
Pr. Pasch offered a prayer for the election procedures. 
 
Ms. McCracken asked that the ballots be distributed. 
 
When all of the ballots had been collected, Ms. McCracken declared 
the fourth ballot closed.  She returned the chair to Bp. Gordy. 
 
E. Bible Study 

 
Bishop Gordy called on Bp. Emeritus James Mauney to lead us in 
the third and final Bible study. 
 
Bp. Mauney thanked the assembly for its hospitality and his time 
with us. 
 
Bp. Mauney led the assembly in a bible study on Ephesians 4:2. 
 
When Bp. Mauney finished Bishop Gordy thanked him for leading 
our Bible Study this year and expressed that it was a true blessing 
to us.  He went on to tell Bp. Mauney that a donation had been 
made in his honor to Lutheran Disaster Response. 
 
 
 
 



F. Election Procedures 
 
The bishop turned the chair over to Ms. McCracken to continue the 
election procedures for the bishop. 
 
Ms.  McCracken called on Pr. Dena Lane to report on the results of 
the fourth ballot. 
 
Pr. Lane reported the following: 
 
At large clergy position on synod council 
 
Valid ballots 359 
Invalid ballots 2 
# needed for election 180 
 
Pr. Mica Koli 208 
Pr. Matt Steinhauer 151 
 
Ms. McCracken declared Pr. Mica Koli elected to the at large clergy 
position on Synod Council. 
 
Lay female at large position on the synod council 
 
Valid ballots 356 
Invalid ballots 1 
# needed for election 179 
 
Dr. Santha Jetty 165 
Elaine Schwartz 191 
 
Ms. McCracken declared Elaine Schwartz elected to the lay female 
at large position on Synod Council. 
 
Bishop 
 
The fourth ballot for bishop requires 60% of the valid votes cast to 
elect. 
Valid ballots 364 
Invalid ballots 1 



# needed for election 219 
 
Pr. Kevin Strickland 174 
Pr. Tiffany Chaney 99 
Pr. Terri Stagner-Collier 91 
 
Ms. McCracken that there is no election and the names of Pr. Kevin 
Strickland and Pr. Tiffany Chaney will appear on the final ballot. 
 
Ms. McCracken returned the chair to the bishop 
 
The bishop announced that the final two candidates would have 10 
minutes each to address the assembly before the final ballot. 
 
The bishop called Pr. Lewis Groce to the dais to recognize the 
ministries being carried out on the campus of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Nashville, TN.   
 
Pr. Groce showed a video that shows the ministry being carried out 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran. 
 
Pr. Groce presented a resolution in honor of the Rev. Dr. John W.  
 
A Resolution in Appreciation of the Rev. Dr. John W. Swyers 
and Elaine B. Swyers  -  2019-04 
 
Whereas, the Rev. Dr. John W. Swyers, ordained in 1967 and 
serving his entire ministry in the ELCA Southeastern Synod and 
predecessor bodies; and 
 
Whereas, after their marriage in 1969, Elaine B. Swyers became a 
valuable ministry partner who willingly shared her talents and her 
commitment to worship, social ministry, and educational ministries; 
and 
 
Whereas, Pastor Swyers accepted an appointment to be the Interim 
Pastor at St. Paul’s, Nashville, TN in 1981; and 
 



Whereas, five years later he and Elaine were still at St. Paul’s, thus 
unofficially changing Pastor Swyers’ title to “Pastor of the Eternal 
Interim”, a designation he had for over 35 years; and 
 
Whereas, the Swyers agreed to guide a reluctant St. Paul’s 
membership to be one of two experimental urban ministries in the 
Southeastern Synod in 1985 which gradually resulted in a 
transformational model of ministry that integrated social ministry with 
worship and education; and 
 
Whereas, under their leadership and commitment to urban ministry 
in the poorest zip code in Nashville and their ability to recruit and 
include several Nashville Lutheran Churches, other Ecumenical 
partners, community organizations, the Tennessee Department of 
Corrections, and Lutheran Services in Tennessee, now part of the 
Inspiritus ministries; and 
 
Whereas, ministries continuing today at the St. Paul’s Site include a 
breakfast program for homeless women and children, a food bank, 
the Inspiritus Building Healthy Families program along with 
Inspiritus’ community gardens;  therefore, be it 
 
SA2019.05.13 - Resolved that the ELCA Southeastern Synod 
expresses deep appreciation to the Rev. John W. Swyers and 
Elaine B. Swyers as Pastor Swyers gives up the title of “Pastor 
of the Eternal Interim”, having built up together a firm 
foundation for continued transforming ministry at the St. Paul’s 
Site in Nashville, TN. 
 
The bishop asked for a motion to adopt the resolution.   
 
Pr. Groce moved the resolution and there was a second from the 
floor.   
 
The resolution was adopted unanimously by the assembly. 
 
The bishop turned the chair over to Ms. McCracken to continue 
election procedures. 
 



Ms. McCracken called on Pr. Pasch to pray for the candidates as 
they address the assembly.  Pr. Pasch asked God’s blessing on 
their time. 
 
Ms. McCracken admonished the assembly to hold their applause 
until both candidates had finished. 
 
Ms. McCracken called Pr. Tiffany Chaney to the dais to address the 
assembly.  Each candidate will have ten minutes and will be timed. 
 
Pr. Tiffany Chaney addressed the assembly. 
 
Pr. Kevin Strickland addressed the assembly. 
 
Ms. McCracken called Pr. Pasch to pray for the final ballot.  Pr. 
Pasch offered a prayer for the fifth ballot. 
 
Ms. McCracken asked for the fifth ballot to be distributed. 
 
When all of the ballots were collected, Ms. McCracken declared the 
fifth ballot closed. 
 
Ms. McCracken thanked the assembly for the work done together 
and she returned the chair to Bp. Gordy. 
 
Bp. Gordy recognized Mr. Diego Gil of ILAG.  Mr. Gil addressed the 
assembly and thanked the synod for its continued support. 
 
The bishop called upon Pr. Bob Blanton to bring the final resolution 
to the assembly.   
 
Pr. Blanton presented the resolution of thanks.   
 
A Resolution of Thanks at the 2019 Assembly of the 
Southeastern Synod of the ELCA – 2019-05 
 
2019.05.14 – Resolved, that together in spirit and forward in 
faith that the voting members of the 2019 Assembly of the 
Southeastern Synod of the ELCA offer thanks and prayerful 
support to our bishop, our officers, our synod staff, and our 



deans for their faithfulness in working for and with us, and for 
their loving support of us in our life together; and be it further 
 
2019.05.15 – Resolved, that we offer thanks and prayers for 
traveling mercies to our ELCA Churchwide Representative 
Mikka McCracken, Director, Strategy and Engagement, ELCA 
World Hunger, and to the Rev. Bishop Emeritus James F. 
Mauney our Bible Study Leader, and the Rev. Bishop James 
Arends of our domestic companion synod the La Crosse Synod 
of the ELCA, and the Rev. Dean Mary Hinkle Shore of Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary, for their presence and witness 
among us as a reminder that the Church is larger and has a 
brighter future than any of us can ever imagine; and be it 
further 
 
2019.05.16 – Resolved, that we give thanks to all those who 
offered their service to this synod through the election process, 
especially those who presented themselves as candidates for 
Bishop:  Tiffany Chaney, Randy Jones, David Helfrich, Kevin 
Strickland, Fritz Wiese, Terry Stagner-Collier, Karen Boda, Rick 
Ohsiek, and to those others who were elected, and to those 
who continue to serve; and be it further  
 
2019.05.17 – Resolved, that we offer thanks to those who took 
care of us throughout this assembly:  the Synod Assembly 
Committee; the election committee; the various other assembly 
committees; our parliamentarian, the Rev. Warren Cassiday; 
our chaplain, the Rev. Katherine Pasch; our worship team, 
volunteers, and musicians; and the hotel and convention center 
staff and technical crew. 
 
Pr. Blanton moved the resolution and there was a second from the 
floor.  There was no discussion.  The resolution was adopted 
unanimously. 
 
The bishop announced that the 32nd Annual Convention of WELCA 
will be held September 20-22, 2019 at Music Road Resort in Pigeon 
Forge, TN. 
 



The bishop called Ms. Patti Austin to the dais to bring greetings from 
the SE Synod WELCA. 
 
Ms. Austin addressed the assembly and brought greetings.  She 
then outlined the work of WELCA. 
 
Bp. Gordy recognized all who are leaving leadership rolls with a gift 
to LDR. 
 
The bishop invited everyone who was elected to a position in this 
assembly to the front of the auditorium. 
 
The bishop installed all who had been elected to offices during the 
assembly. 
 
Keith Wallach, Christ our Lord, asked if the movie was available for 
the song.   
 
The bishop thanked Pr. Andrew Rickel for all of his hard work. 
 
The bishop turned the chair over to Ms. McCracken to continue the 
election procedures. 
 
Ms. McCracken called on Pr. Dena Lane for a report on the final 
ballot. 
 
Pr. Lane reported the following: 
 
#valid ballots 357 
# of invalid ballots 4 
 
Needed for election 179 
Tiffany Chaney 158 
Kevin Strickland 199 
 
Ms. McCracken declared the Rev. Kevin Strickland elected bishop 
of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA. 
 
Ms. McCracken returned the chair to Bp. Gordy. 
 



The bishop called Bp Elect Strickland to address the assembly. 
 
Bp. Elect Strickland thanked the assembly.  He expressed how 
honored and humbled he is and looks forward to his journey with 
everyone in the synod. 
 
The bishop addressed the assembly with his final thoughts 
concerning our common vocation of loving our neighbor. 
 
The bishop closed the assembly with the closing of an assembly. 
 
The bishop declared the assembly closed. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Randy Jones 
Secretary of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 
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