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I have been extremely busy since we were last together.  The end of the year is a critical 
time in the operation of a medical practice.  Time sensitivity takes on a new meaning 
during this time frame.  In fact, it was not until early on the morning of January 9th that I 
was sure I would be able to attend this meeting.  That was just after Tua Tagovailoa 
tossed the game winning touchdown to give Alabama the victory in the national 
championship game.  I was not sure I could face my Georgia friends at this meeting had 
Alabama lost; however, they won, and I am looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

As it relates to synod matters, I joined Deacon Angalet and Pastor Jones in a 
teleconference to plan the agenda for our time together.  I am always impressed with how 
well-prepared Michelle is for our planning sessions and Pastor Randy has quickly 
grasped the scope of his charge as synod secretary and has proven, even in his brief 
tenure, to bring good ideas to the table. I am thankful that God prepares good and capable 
leaders for the work of the church.  I also spent some time with our synod treasurer, Lee 
Smith and agreed to assist with dissemination of information regarding the move away 
from the Mission Investment Fund for processing our mission support contributions.     

I continue to serve on the Advisory Council of Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary 
and am looking forward to our next meeting in March.  Should you ever have an issue 
you would like brought to the attention of the Advisory Council, please let me know.   

I have reviewed the materials that we will be using at our meeting this week, as I am sure 
you have.  While our agenda is not as aggressive as some have been in the past, we will 
be addressing important issues.  If you have not already familiarized yourself with the 
material, please take time to do so.  We always work more efficiently when we come to 
the table prepared.  At this meeting, we will have some discussion about the process for 
electing my successor.  I have been tasked with preparing some observations on the role 
of vice president and passing them along to the Nominating Committee.  I have not done 
that yet but hope to have it done shortly.   

As always, thank you for your work on behalf of the Southeastern Synod.  I pray for safe 
travels for all of us and look very much forward to our time together. 

Peace! 

Doris P 


