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Since the first of September, I have had 10 face to face meetings with congregation councils, call 
committees, and congregation leaders of 7 congregations related to the call process and 
leadership issues. I have been at worship and congregational events at 6 congregations including 
2 installations of a pastor and 1 ordination. I have had individual face-to-face meetings with 10 
rostered leaders and candidates focusing on mobility, candidacy, and leadership issues.  

Presently, I am working with 4 congregations that are in the call process aimed at calling a full 
time pastor and 3 congregations looking to call a part-time pastor. I am looking after 25 
congregations that do not have permanent full-time pastors and are served by part-time pastors, 
synodically authorized ministers, or supply pastors. 6 of these have required attention in the last 
three months. Two of these congregations have recently called pastors to part-time ministry. 

Presently, Deacon Michelle Angalet’s census of congregations in the call process is larger than 
mine. The two of us will work out ways in which I can share some of her work with these 
congregations. 

I attended Lutheran Services in Tennessee board, Synod Staff, and Synod Council meetings. At 
Fall Leadership Convocation, I provided workshops for First Call Pastors, Retiring Pastors, and 
Interim Pastors. I attended meetings in Chicago for Boundary Training and the ELCA Systems 
Academy and in West Virginia for the Appalachian Assembly. I attended Reformation Day at 
Emory University. 

I continue to work with interim pastors and first call theological education, providing workshops 
and support. 

January 13, 2018, Leigh Lyjak and I celebrated our marriage at Holy Trinity, Marietta, GA, 
where we are both members.  

With Bishop Gordy’s term ending in August 2019, I contemplate my own retirement soon after 
that and I think of what loose ends I might tie up between now and then.   
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