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Lutheranch Update 

Lutheranch and the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center make 2017 a year of historic proportions  

August 5, 2017 is now a landmark date in the history of NovusWay Ministries and the Southeastern 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America with the dedication of the McKanna-Sandrock 
Retreat Center at Lutheranch, Tallapoosa GA. 

NovusWay Ministries conducted capital campaigns generating over $8.9 million in a span of about 10 
years to purchase the 519-acre property near Tallapoosa Georgia and build the 40-room conference and 
retreat center.  The establishment of the new state-of-the-art center responds to a critical need to meet 
the growing demand for youth and adult outdoor Christian ministry opportunities in the Southeast.   

According to Keith Johnson, former Executive Director of NovusWay Ministries, the $2.2M gift from Dr.’s 
James McKanna and Vivien Casagrande, not only helped to meet a critical campaign goal, it also enabled 
us to reach funding goals and requirements established by the Board of Trustees, so that construction 

could begin.  

Dr. James McKanna and his late wife, Dr. Vivien Casagrande, at the Southeastern Synod Assembly in 
2016 

Bishop Julian Gordy, SE Synod of the ELCA, had this to say about the significance of the gift and what it 
will mean to the Southeastern Synod, “While the gift from Jim and Vivien will bless the whole church, its 
meaning to the members and congregations of the Southeastern Synod is hard to overstate.  Here is a 
beautiful piece of God’s handiwork that will provide a setting for faith development and renewal for 
many generations to come.  I’m particularly glad that Jim and Vivien chose to make the gift to honor his 
ancestors.  We always stand on the shoulders of those people of faith who have come before us.”  
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When asked about his commitment and gift, the largest in the history of NovusWay Ministries, McKanna 
was modest, “The Lord’s blessings in our lives are much like grace – undeserved but inspiring our 
gratitude as recipients. I’m pleased to leave a legacy for future generations.” 

McKanna is proud of his Lutheran heritage that goes back to the Wilhelm-Loehe-Missioanire-Schule in 
Neuendettelsau on the Sandrock side of the family. In fact, several of his ancestors emigrated from 
Germany in the 1850’s as missionary pastors to North America, including a great-great grandfather 
Georg Grossman who founded Wartburg College and Wartburg Seminary in Iowa.  Pastor Sigmund H. 
Sandrock, Jim’s grandfather who is memorialized in the naming of the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat 
Center, served numerous congregations in Iowa before “retiring” as a founding administrator of the 
Bartels Lutheran Home for Aged in Waverly, Iowa.  

The family’s camping ministry evolved in the 1960’s at Long Lake Lutheran Camp in northern Wisconsin, 
where Jim’s mother Margaret Sandrock-Mckanna served as camp nurse, and uncle, Pastor Sigmund G. 
Sandrock, served as director. Jim himself was a camper at Long Lake Lutheran Camp. 

McKanna first visited Lutheranch in June 2015 with a delegation from the Lutheran Church in Bavaria.  
The first visit made a real impact, “While driving home, I felt a call to explore whether Vivien and I could 
move the project to build the retreat center forward.  So many others had done their part and now it was 
our turn to help make the dream a reality.” 

   

McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center at Lutheranch 

The August 5th event gave powerful evidence to the historic nature of the dedication of the McKanna- 
Sandrock Retreat Center as more than 500 people from 8 states joined in prayerful celebration. John 
Schuerholz, former Atlanta Braves General Manager, who served as honorary chair of the capital 
campaigns noted the personal impact of the dedication, “One week ago I was inducted into the Baseball 
Hall of Fame and it was a great honor, but this ranks right up there.  When I walked into the McKanna- 
Sandrock Retreat Center, tears came to my eyes, and I’m privileged to have played a small part in this 
endeavor.”  
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Adding additional witness to the import of the dedication weekend, the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat 
Center welcomed its first official adult retreat as more than 40 members of the McKanna and Sandrock 
families, travelling from California, Oregon, Washington, Minnesota, Tennessee and Holland, held a 
family reunion and worshiped together. 

 

McKanna-Sandrock family reunion group at the St. Timothy Outdoor Chapel 

Board President Larry Moeller’s words capture the spirit of the occasion, “With a mission of providing 
places set apart to inspire and empower all in Christ’s love, the ministries of NovusWay have hit a grand 
slam with Lutheranch.  The talents and treasures of innumerable volunteers and selfless donors will 
touch and shape lives for generations. God’s love reflected in community and creation is a joy to behold. 
Thanks be to God!” 

Additional information: 

Site Director update.  Shane Dathe is currently serving in a full-time status as Site Host at Lutheranch. 
Sue Mendenhall, current Program Director for Luther Springs, will serve on an interim basis as the 
program director, for the summer camp season in 2018. A two-room apartment in the old barn is 
currently being renovated as a residence for the Site Host, thereby freeing up the single-family residence 
on the property for the future Site and Program Director. If you know of potential candidates for this 
position, please contact current NovusWay, Executive Director and CEO, Boyd W. Harris IV (“Bo”), at the 
NovusWay home office (828-209-6321 or bharris@novusway.org). 

Summer Camp 2018.  Grade School and Middle School campers will be welcomed to Lutheranch July 15-
20, in Groundbreakers and Confirmation Ranchers programs. 
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How you can help.  If you would like to make a gift and be a part of this historic endeavor there are a 
few remaining “naming opportunities” and some critical needs to be met which would help complete 
the dream at Lutheranch:  
 

1. a $10,000 gift would allow us to remodel the barn apartment for staff housing 
2. a $15,000 gift would complete the construction punch list and allow the naming of the stairwell 

nearest the Great Room. 
3. a $25,000 gift would provide landscaping at the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center (to include 

permanent placement of a garden stone plaque containing naming details) 
4. a $35,000 gift would allow us to purchase a tractor with a mower and backhoe 
5. a $90,000 gift would provide the construction costs for a camper cabin (we need two) 

 
There are additional needs, as well. If you’d like to talk about making a gift to support Lutheranch, 
please contact Keith Trout at 864.313.1453 or at ktrout@novusway.org.  

Please continue to keep the ministry of Lutheranch in your prayers! Also, please promote the site and its 
use to your congregations. 

Thank you! 


