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Proposed Amendment for Assembly Rules of Organization & Procedure 

 
 

Proposed Action: 
 

Approve the following amendment to the third full paragraph on page 7 of 
the proposed 2018 Assembly Rules of Organization & Procedure, as 
approved by the Synod Council at its meeting in January 2018: 

 
The procedure for electing the lay voting members of the churchwide 
assembly shall be such that it is assured that the Vice President be an 
Ex Officio voting member of the churchwide assembly, and that at 
least one two lay persons be elected who are either in the “Youth” 
category (defined as a voting member of a congregation who has not 
reached the age of 18 at the time of election), and at least one lay 
person be elected in the or “Young Adults” category (defined as a 
voting member of a congregation between the ages of 18 and 30 at the 
time of election). 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Background & Rationale: The proposed amendment is recommended by the synod’s 
Nominating Committee. The guidelines provided to the Nominating Committee by the 
Synod Council at its September 2017 meeting included the instruction to structure 
nominations to assure that at least one youth and at least one young adult would be 
elected as voting members of the 2019 Churchwide Assembly (CWA). That assembly is 
scheduled to take place August 5-10, 2019 in Milwaukee. 

Unfortunately, the Nominating Committee was unable to identify youth willing to go to the 
2019 CWA. Assistance was solicited from synod staff and conference deans in finding 
potential youth for nomination, but no names were forthcoming. A frequently cited reason 
was that the 2019 CWA is being held during the first week of classes in many school 
districts in the Southeastern Synod, with many youth unwilling to be away from school 
that week. 

Rather than merely hoping that at least one qualified and available youth would be 
nominated from the floor of the synod assembly to attend the 2019 CWA, the Nominating 
Committee determined that the best course of action would be to allow young adults to 
be nominated for what had previously been assumed to be a youth position. As the 
committee discussed this matter, they determined that both the youth and young adult 
positions should be open to both age groups, allowing one to be designated for a male 
and one for a female, thereby assuring the desired gender balance for the synod’s 
delegation. 

The Nominating Committee structured its nominations for CWA positions using the 
assumption that its proposed amendment would be approved. If it is indeed approved by 
the Synod Council, the proposed amendment will be communicated to assembly voting 
members early in the first plenary session, prior to the vote on the Rules of Organization 
& Procedure as currently shown in Assembly Exhibit 1. If the change is not approved by 
the Synod Council, then there may be no nominations at all for one of the synod’s CWA 
voting member positions. 


