
April 20, 2018 

Bishop H. Julian Gordy and the Synod Council 
Southeastern Synod of the ELCA 
P.O. Box 400 
Decatur, Georgia 30031 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

One of the places of the most rapid change occurring within the ELCA is in our 
seminaries.  Therefore, it is imperative that we stay abreast of these changes and respond to them 
in responsible ways, especially as all of this relates to the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary.  
A major concern is the $40,000 debt with which an average graduate leaves seminary.  Add college 
debt to that, and the total becomes staggering for prospective students who attend LTSS.  Because 
of this prospective indebtedness, some students elect not to attend seminary.  For this reason, we 
must devise a way to reduce and eliminate seminary indebtedness to future students. 

The North Carolina Synod has a $2 million campaign in progress now that seeks to 
provide five scholarship per year to students who elect to attend LTSS.  Therefore, if the 
remaining synods or Region 9 would undertake a similar campaign with the guidance of LTSS 
Advancement staff, the resulting total could put the seminary in a favorable position to offer future 
students a significantly reduced cost and/or no cost certainly to Lutheran students.   

I seek approval to work with Bishop Gordy to plan a tailored campaign on behalf of debt 
reduction for students of LTSS that would best suit the Southeastern Synod.  The proposed goal 
for all of the synods of Region 9, except North Carolina since it is already in a campaign, would be 
$5 million.  There are different campaign formats that could be utilized for the Southeastern 
Synod, including working quietly among leader congregations and individuals who have the 
capacity for making a major gift.  Also, selected giving opportunities could be given to all 
congregations at several times during the year.  The right approach would need to be devised. 

The need is urgent, and it is for this reason I seek approval to develop and implement a 
program that will aid LTSS and fit the needs and structure of your synod.  Remember – there is 
strength in numbers, and with all of the synods of Region 9 standing together, the strength of one 
can become the strength of the other.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

Together for the Good of LTSS, 

The Reverend Dr. Robert E. Allen 
Executive Director of Columbia and Asheville 
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