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Appointment of Task Force to Recommend Nominees for Synod Treasurer 
 
PROPOSALS:  
 

1. Approve formation of a Synod Treasurer Nominating Task Force for the purpose of: 
 
a. Publicizing the opening for synod treasurer, to be elected at the 2019 synod 
assembly; 
 
b. Soliciting nominations from throughout the synod, noting both the constitutional 
requirement of a criminal background check and the expanded responsibilities 
associated with the position of synod treasurer. 
 
c. Recommending one or more persons as nominees for synod treasurer, with such 
recommendations and appropriate biographical information to be provided to the 
Synod Council at its January 2019 meeting; 
 

2. Appoint the following persons as members of the Synod Treasurer Nominating Task 
Force: 

Mr. Lee Smith (chairperson), Messiah, Madison AL 
Dr. Sandra Gustavson, Christ the Lord, Lawrenceville GA 
Mr. Dennis Wieckert, Prince of Peace, Johns Creek GA 
 

3. Approve funding of $200 from the Synod Council budget for use by the Synod Treasurer 
Nominating Task Force during the current fiscal year; 
 
4. Plan for the disbandment of the Synod Treasurer Nominating Task Force as of January 
19, 2019 unless additional action is taken by the Synod Council to extend the period for 
work by this task force. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION & RATIONALE: Mr. Lee Smith was elected to a four-year term as 
Synod Treasurer at the 2011 Synod Assembly and was re-elected for an additional four-year term at 
the 2015 Synod Assembly. He is not eligible to serve more than 8 years as treasurer. 
 
While the synod’s Nominating Committee is responsible for nominating candidates for numerous 
positions, including that of synod vice president, it is the Synod Council that is charged with 
nominating candidates for secretary and treasurer. The 2011 Churchwide Assembly recommended 
and the 2012 Synod Assembly approved a constitutional amendment (S9.07) specifying that the 
Synod Council shall nominate at least one person for the office of treasurer. (In prior years, the 
Council was required to nominate at least two people for this office.) 
 
In recent years, the Synod Council has discharged its responsibility by appointing a task force to 
publicize the opening, solicit nominations, talk to potential candidates about the position, and make 
recommendations. A current officer has usually chaired this task force. The recommended 
composition of the current task consists of the three past synod treasurers who, because of the eight-
year limitation on service, are not eligible to be elected to the position again. 
 
At its January 2019 meeting, the Synod Council will consider the recommendations submitted by the 
proposed task force and will then act to officially nominate one or more candidates for Synod 
Treasurer. The election will take place at the 2019 Synod Assembly.  


