
September 2, 2018


Dear Synod Council,


It’s been a full time since April. We have a new 
podcast, Some Sort of Ministry (on iTunes), 
exploring what it is to be an intentional 
Christian community on campus!  We took 19 
leaders to Isle of Palms and were joined by 
alumna-seminarian Robin Lovett and Br. 
David Butzu, a Benedictine monk offering 
Spiritual Direction at Tyson House.  We 
visited Mepkin Abbey, built relationship, and 
gave thanks to God for a marvelous year. 


Next, Pastor John went on sabbatical!  He attended a 
Homiletics Festival in DC, a poetry-writing retreat in France, 
hiked the Camino in Spain, camped on Mt Mitchell, gave a talk 
at an International Hymn Society conference in St Louis, led a 
new hymns workshop at Peace Knoxville, gave a concert in 
Nashville, visited Gethsemani Abbey, and all the while Tyson 
House was well-cared-for by our new administrator, Rusty 
Graham, and our Episcopal co-chaplain, Fr. RJ Powell, both 
supported by a generous gift from Bishop Brian Cole of the 
East Tennessee Diocese.


We tabled at Knoxville’s LGBT Pride Festival, hosted our 3rd Annual PrideMass at Messiah Knoxville, 
housed eight summer residents, including an Episcopal seminarian serving as a CPE chaplain at UT Medical 
Center, had a Ministry Cleanup Day, a Residents Retreat at Big Creek Campground, a Move In Day 
Cookout with grilling by St Paul Maryville, began our 5th year of young adult internships in campus 
ministry, had our first 6:04 Sunday Dinner & Worship of the school year, hosted a Transgender 
Empowerment Project Clothing Swap Sorting Party, and welcomed many new faces to the ministry.


Upcoming: September 29, we are having a Hymn-a-thon! With choirs and community, we’ll sing every hymn 
in the Episcopal or Lutheran hymnal, depending on which raises the most funds. An anonymous donor has 
agreed to match donations up to $10,000, so it’s a great time to give and to invite others to give. Simply go 
to www.tysonhouse.org, click Donate, choose an amount, give your email, and we’ll put you in the Lutheran 
column (or Episcopal, if you prefer)!


In Christ, with you,


Pastor John Tirro

Tyson House, UT-Knoxville (www.tysonhouse.org)

Intern Clinton Ricks with Podcast hosts Ezra Brown & Sam Winemiller

Pastor John at the End of the Camino, in Muxia
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