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The Lutheran Center prepares, engages and nourishes congregational leaders to be 
robust in their witness to the well- being of God’s people through the Gospel, their 
faith, and in the pursuit of justice,  and reconciliation for the sake of the world.   

Refocusing of Lay Theological Education and Congregational Vitality & Sustainability  

Since 2011 the Lutheran Theological Center in Atlanta, LTCA, embarked on a pathway of 
accompaniment for the education, and formation of leaders for congregations in the Southeastern 
Synod of the ELCA. We seek to develop lay leaders who will engage in the unceasing work to extend 
reconciliation won by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit to all people. Specifically, teach and coach in 
ways of speaking and using language which reflect and embodies God’s love. We use Three Great 
Listenings- listening to God, listening to each other, and listening the community as roads towards 
living into the Center’s mission and the mission of the ELCA.  

LTCA is conceived as a ministry of all the baptized as agents for teaching, learning and leading and 
ambassadors of the faith as expressed in The Priesthood of all believers. 

LTCA’s  work  is accomplished through TEEM, the Sending of the Seventy Missioner’ 
Certificate program, public theology  and  lay education for congregational vitality.   

Experiential Approaches for Lay Theological Education 
Modes of delivering theological education to laity are undergoing radial changes and has moved 
outside the confines of seminaries and synod offices. These modes now reflect a more general and 
secular approach to continuing education and adult education. While certificated programs of 
learning are have been important,  congregations and lay members more and more value learning 
and doing theology in places where experiencing need, application and care for the neighbor, for 
example, intersect. In this regard post-professional and epi-professional education in theology and 
church work take on a more important role in the life of lay persons. The consequences of this 
approach requires project based theological conversations under girded by real life and real time 
experiences.  

What is needed? In order to effect this learning approach, partnerships of seminaries, civil 
institutions, public justice centers, jails, congregations, denominational agencies, neighborhood 
organizations, public institutions and authorities, private businesses, and ecumenical partners  are 
needed. 

This new approach to lay theological education which is based on “seeing, doing and hearing” or 
experiencing, serves the church, its congregations and society in the process of  delivering 
theological education  
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Extension and Revision of LTCA Lay Theology Education Programs to include 

• Reaching new audiences with new modes of programing.  
• Facilitating and teaching  in new venues and to new audiences 
• Extension of LTCA ‘ s  learning programs 
• Continuing to draw on educational, cultural, historical and civic & governmental resources 

in the metro Atlanta area, and where appropriate, other areas of the US. 
• Inspiriting and encouraging facilitators, faculty, experts, public officials and community 

organizers to participate in and with the theological education program 
• Making known to all areas of the Synod, the mission and vision of the ELCA 
• Bringing attention and focus to the important areas of  LTCA collaborations and 

partnerships as well as public events and forums including,  
Celebration: worship, public discussions and forums 
Community Forums: Extension of Multicultural Congregations, Worship and Community 
Relations; teaching in a multicultural setting; developing and supporting special worship 
services and gatherings; 

• Suppling Lay Theological Education to support congregations without roster leaders and for 
pre-ordination preparation for those descending  

• Supporting the Campus Ministry through the provision and assistance with  management, 
program development and  

• The introduction  and inviting senior leaders of the ELCA to be resources for Lutheran 
identification,  education and inspiration, especially in and among people of color in the 
church 

• To make the ELCA more public through close collaboration with Southeastern Synod, 
congregations and ELCA agencies. 

 
The foregoing represents the refocusing of the ministry of  LTCA. 
 
Programmatic Activity during this reporting period 
ELCA Ecclesiology and Polity  
 This class was taught as a summer intensive for graduate students in the candidacy  
              process and as an enrichment class. Students from 4 synods participated in the  
              class held at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Atlanta. We continue to be  
              thankful for their hospitality.  
Grief and Loss 
             A  workshop for those working through grief and loss in their lives. The 
             Workshop was held on a Saturday morning in August. It was well attended. 
             This workshop was hosted by Christ Our Hope Lutheran Church in Riverdale. 
African Descent Lutheran Association Gathering 

On a hot Sunday afternoon in June, the African Descent Lutheran Association in 
partnership with LTCA, gathered 164 people for fun, music, food and Holy 
Communion on the lawns of Christ Our Hope Lutheran Church in Riverdale. 

Sending of the Seventy Missioner’s Class 
         This class of 8 continued to meeting on Sunday afternoons.  
 
God’s work, our hands. 


