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1. Assembly Theme   

The theme was very helpful in focusing the business 
workshops, and other activities at this Assembly. 77 38.5% 

   

The theme adequately reflected the content of the Assembly. 109 54.5% 

   

I did not find the theme helpful. 14 7.0% 

   

I didn't sense a good deal of focus on the theme this year, though the Bishop's election was pretty distracting.  

There wasn't as much an emphasis on the theme this year as in previous years. This isn't bad since the 
emphasis of the entire Assembly was to elect a bishop. The theme neither added nor subtracted. 

It was a great slogan, but I didn't see it's being a strong influence during the sessions. 
It didn't move me one way or another. Kinda blah 
I'm sorry, but I didn't think about the theme during the weekend. 

I may have a biased perspective but to me the true theme seemed to be summarized in bishop Gordy’s closing 
remarks, our vocation, our reason for being is to serve our neighbor  
I heard it used a few times but never in a way that really connected. 
Theme did not seem to be prominent in assembly proceedings. 
Bishop Julian was especially marvelous with the three worship sessions, 
The theme was dynamic opening to the future. Especially with the election of the new bishop, it was very 
inspiring to think about "forward in faith." 
 

Very appropriate 
Great  

I thought it was right before on message and one that our Bishop and Bishop elect exemplifies. 
The theme is consistent with the "Called Forward Together in Christ" initiative of the denomination and 
consistently carried the message of what ELCA members have been calling for the church to become. 
I think the theme was encouraging and represented the ideology of the synod assembly well. 
Also helpful in sermons upon my return! 
I believe the theme was a great incentive for electing a new Bishop. I also really liked the logo. 

 



Exhibit E 2.1 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

Appropriate at this juncture in the synod's history. Bp. Gordy's tenure was a time of healing after the rancors of 
the protracted churchwide debate over inclusivity. There has been a renewed sense of unity, at least as far as I 
can tell, across the synod and the denomination as a whole. And now, at the end of a successful and inspiring 
episcopate, we move forward to a new chapter in the synod's history. The two finalists for bp.--indeed, all of 
the candidates--displayed gifts and graces the synod will need to move forward. Of course, such details were 
not known when the theme was chosen, only that this year would be a time of transition. The Spirit seemed to 
take up and use that theme. As an Ecumenical Pastor serving one of this synod's congregations, I attended the 
judicatory assembly of my "home" denomination (the ELCA is as much home for me as the UMC) this past 
week, as I regularly do, as it regularly occurs, the week after synod assembly. As readers of this will know, the 
United Methodist Church is in deep crisis over inclusivity, the very issue the ELCA dealt with in '09 and for 
decades before. Other than being held at heaven's doorstep (Lake Junaluska, NC), the Holston Conference, 
which overlaps the synod in East TN, was three and a half days of palpable discontent, short tempers, tears, 
humorlessness, and long hours overtime a couple of evenings spent electing delegates to next year's General 
Conference (aka CW Assembly). Delegates, of course, were sniffed out for their positions on THE issue, etc. 
Coalitions vied for the ascendancy. I noted that conference attendees emerging from one of the overtime 
sessions looked like frazzled passengers coming off of a turbulent flight. I say all of this because the ELCA and 
the UMC are in full communion. There is no "dirty laundry" to hide from one another; we are sister churches. 
Our bad news is your bad news. But conversely, the ELCA's good news should be the UMC's, too. Perhaps one 
day, some iteration of Methodism in our region will elect a Julian Gordy as their bishop. Or a Tiffany Chaney. Or 
a Kevin Strickland. We can only hope that day comes soon.  
Should be an action we all take to heart. 
Our coming together as Lutherans, having the one goal, to nominate our leader for the next 6 years, was 
reflected through our theme. 
None  
Seemed appropriate as we venture forth with our new leadership. 
Very appropriate for a year that included a Bishop election. 
The artwork was especially nice. 
Good 

Other than being printed on material, I don't recall the theme getting much emphasis. 

With the elections taking center stage, the theme mostly seemed secondary. 
In the same Spirit let us continue work in one Faith as we have long way in God's mission  
Bishop Jim Mauney did a good job keeping us grounded in our theme. 
The real theme was the bishop election.  
It seemed more implicit than overt.  
A good reminder of our unity as a Church. 
I liked the way that even the event logo reflected the theme 
It spoke so well to the work we do together in Assembly!  
very appropriate for the time 

I thought that it was great. It helped put all the different area's we need to ministry in the right spirit, not along 
together. It also helped with choosing a new Bishop. 
The theme says it all. 
Very fitting for the election of a bishop, when we are relying on the Spirit to guide us. 
will use in my ministry this year 
Perfect theme for a church moving forward.  
I feel e should all be together and moving together in all things in Christ. 
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2. Assembly Leaders 
   
Bible Study Leader - Bishop Emeritus James (Jim) Mauney   
     Excellent 155 77.5% 
     Good 42 21.0% 
     Fair 2 1.0% 
     Poor 1 0.5% 

   
Chaplain - The Rev. Katherine (Katie) Pasch   
     Excellent 153 76.5% 
     Good 40 20.0% 
     Fair 6 3.0% 
     Poor 1 0.5% 

   
Churchwide Representative - Ms. Mikka McCracken   
     Excellent 155 77.5% 
     Good 42 21.0% 
     Fair 2 1.0% 
     Poor 1 0.5% 

   
 

 
 

Some of the best we've had. Special kudos to Pastor Katie. I've had several ask me if her prayers will be 
published. Mikka was very articulate, sharp, insightful, and pastoral. Bishop Mauney was set a wonderful 
tone with his reflections, giving us something to reflect on - Hear, hear, hear. 
I enjoyed them all very much. I especially appreciated Pastor Pasch's prayers during the process. Ms. 
McCracken was a great speaker. 
WOW! What an inspiring set of leaders 
Mikka brought great energy! 

Unfortunately, due to extenuating circumstances, I was not able to be at sessions Bp. Mauney led, though 
I have every reason to believe his fine reputation proceeded him. Wish I could have heard him.  

Very impressed with Ms. McCracken 

Even though I was at my first Synod Assembly and didnâ€™t know the three leaders above, I was able to 
meet and speak with each. Each was open and engaging in person and if I had to pick a common theme 
among them, it would be their humility and grace. 
All three greatly enhanced the power and importance of a church with a clear vision of its mission and 
purpose. 
I especially appreciated Rev. Pasch's very thoughtful prayers. 
Ms. Mikka McCracken deserves very excellent!  
Mikka was a joy to have as a rep that led the group and also as a lay person during service.  
I really enjoyed the Bible studies -brief, powerful, theologically on point 
I have attended many assemblies as a voting members and the above presenters were by far the best ones 
ever! 



Exhibit E 2.1 
 

5 | P a g e  
 

Bishop James Mauney is a dynamic speaker with a comforting and challenging message. Ms. Mikka 
McCracken chaired the election with grace, humor and firmness. Her sermon was creative and powerful. 
Our best in 40 years 
Mills McCracken is such a wonderful representative for the ELCA. I thought she carried out the role as 
representative with poise and grace. Her sermon was exceptional, and I loved the way she would burst out 
in song.  

The churchwide representative needs to be better briefed about Robert's Rules--or leave aspects of the 
process (in this case the debate about Q&A procedure) to the parliamentarian. 
It was all very pastoral and well-done, very helpful in centering, clearing the spiritual-emotional junk, and 
orienting to Christ and each other. 
Excellent 
Mikka was a real highlight of the assembly--best ELCA representative in my memory. 
Mikka was particularly refreshing. 
All of the assembly leaders were fantastic!! 
liked 3 Bible study presentations 

Mikka McCracken was amazing. She did everything! 

Ms. McCracken was so impressive. She would be a good "face" for ELCA to the wider world and a role 
model to young Lutherans or those thinking of becoming Lutheran. 
Excellent 
Too bad there was not more time to hear from BP. Mauney. Ms Mccracken was simply amazing in her 
witness and capability. 
They were all fantastic! 
Mikka was exceptional - told her she should get ordained, then directly replace Elizabeth! 
They couldn't have been better. All not only had good content but good personality and spirit as well. 
Katie Pasch's prayers were outstanding and so focused on the issues and events . 
A powerful trio of faith leaders whose every word spoke to the occasion with deep respect for the work of 
the Holy Spirit through the Assembly 
Ms. Mikka McCracken is AWESOME!  

Here are my comments. First Bishop Mauney's Bible study offered stellar technical exegesis and 
hermeneutical reflections on the selected texts. He did a superb job. Second, Chaplin Pasch's prayers 
offered insights into the work and thoughts of the assembly. For example, when she prayed for the flood 
victims in the Midwest she asked for the flood waters to recede. Her prayers went beyond 'thoughts and 
prayers'. She asked God to take action. Third, Ms. McCraken fulfilled her calling as the churchwide 
representative with grace, patience, and parliamentary skill.  
All three were amazing and wonderful!!  
A great selection and excellent in their area. A great combination of expertise and humor 
N/A 
They were all awesome. Enjoyed each of them very much. 
A fantastic group of spirit filled people 
Wow! 
Ms Mikka McCracken was phenomenal. 
Katie Pasch and Mikka McCracken hit a home run. . 
Ms. McCracken went on a little too long in her report from the ELCA; otherwise, all was well. 
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over the top 
 
They were all fantastic! 

All were excellent. Bishop Mauney set the right tone. Katie Pasch is just a great person as Chaplain. Mikka 
McCracken was excellent--and it was so good to have her as the churchwide representative.  
Great speakers. All of them.  
Thank you to all assembly leaders! 
My wife, originally Baptist, told me Bishop Mauney's Bible study was the first time she had overcome her 
prejudice that Bible study is boring! 
Miikka and Pastor were the highlight of the assembly  
All were FANTASTIC! 
This group was a real blessing to the assembly. Professional with an appropriate sense of humor  
They handled the assembly with efficiency and skill. 

All were terrific! Really added to the positive atmosphere. 

They all modeled the assembly’s theme extremely well. We were blessed by their presence! 
The leaders were OUTSTANDING!!!!! 

Superlative assembly leaders! I understand why Bishop Mauney is a sought after speaker. Pr. Katie did a 
wonderful job gathering us in the presence of the Holy Spirit for prayer. Mikka McCracken led us through 
the election of our Bishop in an efficient and effective manner. I'm proud to be a part of a Synod and 
Church with that kind of leadership! 
all three leaders did a wonderful job 
All leaders at this assembly were top notch. 
The bible study felt too long and had too little actual bible imo. 
Pastor McCracken did a great job running the election process also great sermon. Bishop Mauney is a 
wonderful speaker. 

This was my first experience and I found it to be rewarding and educational. I reported to my council that 
everyone, ministers, council members and members could benefit by attending the Synod Assembly. 
Both Pr Katie and Mikka were outstanding.  
Ms. Mikka McCracken was especially excellent. She managed the Bishop election with the right balance of 
seriousness, levity, and authority. I hope we see more of her over the years, and that we deepen our 
engagement as a synod with ELCA World Hunger. 

I always find the Assembly a good way to recharge my batteries. I all the above did that. 

Mark Very Good on all  

See comments about speakers in general and lack of interactive approaches below. All the speakers were 
very good story tellers and I enjoyed the talks. I have concerns about the overall approach that was not 
the fault of the speakers. See comments below.  
Mikko. Was incredible.  
Mikka McCracken was outstanding in every role - including preaching! 
Bible study was disconnected, straying too far from text. Too folksy. Chaplain's prayers seemed to be 
telling God what was missed if God had dozed off. almost seemed pedantic. Tried to be too "relevant".  
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3. Elections 
   
I was not a voting member at this assembly. 35  
The election process was adequately explained. 164 82.0% 
I understood the main responsibilities of the positions for which elections were 
held 153 76.5% 
The actual ballots were easy to fill out correctly 159 79.5% 
The biographical materials provided were adequate for making informed 
decisions. 132 66.0% 
The Assembly rules and constitutional mandates concerning elections were 
applied in a clear, easy to understand manner. 153 76.5% 
Formulating the Bishop election questions was effective. 120 60.0% 
The Q&A sessions with the Bishop Nominees was informative. 152 76.0% 

 

 

Q and A sessions were poor quality 
The questions in our breakout room seemed repetitive and could have been more open ended. I didn't feel 
like we got to know the candidates personally as well as we might have. 

I would much have preferred that the candidates had answered the same questions in the plenary hall so 
everyone could hear the same thing at the same time. 

I felt the Holy Spirit leading the process. 
The Q&A session was most helpful!  

Again, my attendance was limited to Saturday afternoon this year, so I missed out. From reports from 
colleagues, all went well.  

I only wish the first two ballots could have taken place before the Assembly met. You would save at least a 
full day or more that might serve to provide more workshops or services that might help and support 
congregations.  

When the questions were culled, it seemed that a lot of "meaty" ones were eliminated and a lot of the 
"fluff" questions were duplicated. 

The flow chart was very helpful in illustrating the election process. I wish there had been a time to 
formulate and submit questions electronically prior to the assembly. I would have found this to be a more 
effective process.  
We formulated 5 questions relation to vision and the challenges facing our church and there were no 
questions in any way relating to those issues. 

Suggestion: Since most people sit with members from their own congregation or friends, it would have 
been helpful to split up the group going to the rooms for Q & A. After the sessions they could discuss what 
they heard from the different groups. Our group did split up and it was very helpful to hear what was 
discussed in the other groups. It actually changed who I voted for on the next ballots. Ballots: There were 
some (not many) that were not filled out properly. It would have been helpful to say what was 'wrong' 
about those ballots. It might have helped correct the problem.  
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Everything went very smoothly 

The election committee did an outstanding job! At some point in the future it might be a good idea to vote 
via electronic device and save trees. 
The process was very tiring, but I understand that it was necessary.  

The process of determining questions and the actual Q&A process caused the most anxiety of the 
assembly. Everyone should have an opportunity to hear the same answers to the same questions. Also, 
some of the questions asked were inappropriate (personal conscience vs. ELCA policy) and not helpful. 
They ought to have been screened more carefully. The Synod Council needs to step up to its 
responsibilities. 
So grateful to all who stood for election, and for our new bishop-elect! 
Clear and efficient 

The Q&A sessions were helpful, but grueling for both the nominees and the voters. Perhaps there's a 
better way to accomplish the same thing. 

During the first two ballots, i was confused about the process. Maybe i did not read something i should 
have. 
Painfully long process - needs to be more efficient 

Having a nominating committee present a slate of nominees for bishop (with nominations from the floor) 
& bio info prior to the assembly would enable voters to make more informed decisions on the early ballots.  

The Q&A sessions were the most insightful (and in smaller settings) - a definite asset to the process! 

need to reduce time for Q/A for candidates. felt like an interogation 
Don't allow motions to be made concerning the conduct of the elections. 
Even though the plenaries ran long, I'm impressed with the amount that got done. 
I had to leave before the Q&A and the final ballots. 

The Holy Spirit gave wisdom when needed and we were able to pray togather and listen to what the Spirit 
is saying. God gave us bishop, as we always " pray your will be done". 
More pages or pages who were able to hand out ballots quickly, please 

My only feedback was it would have been nice to have the bios earlier on Saturday evening. 

There seemed to be a great deal of confusion related to formulating questions. I'm not sure how that might 
be better done in the future.  

I chose to catch up with friends and work the crowd for my Synod ministry instead of reading all of the 
biographical information for each election. The only election I really paid attention to was the bishop 
election. 

Just wondering if there should be one q& a session with the bishop nominees. Their answers to similar 
questions were slightly different in the various sessions. I think maybe one q & a with everyone.  

There was considerable discussion about the Q&A sessions, but I thought the way they were organized 
worked well and helped voting members make an informed decision. 

I believe that using a variety of paper colors at each table would more easily let delegates from the same 
church attend the different question periods for each bishop. It appears that most tables did have people 
from the same church. 
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None 

Perhaps, input might be solicited before the Assembly from those who will be attending and explanation 
provided as to how the process was agreed upon in order to avoid the attempts to "improve" upon what 
had been decided. The questions posed to the nominees were not uniformly well drafted. 
I appreciated the prayerfulness and intentionality of the voting process 

A lot of time was lost in the discussion of proposals from the floor regarding how the questions sessions 
would be run. This represented a change to the already-approved agenda and should have been cut off 
much sooner. The question sessions were too long and exhausting for the candidates. No questions from 
the audience should be allowed. If a candidate completes the questions with time left over, the candidate 
should be allowed to make any additional comments he/she wishes to make--maybe expand on previous 
answers or address issues not addressed in the questions. Maybe each candidate should appear once with 
the entire assembly to answer questions rather than rotate in smaller groups. 

not a fan of the process---should consider other methods so Pastors that want the position can be sure 
they are heard 

The Q/A was very good--but a bit long for everyone. The initial amendment was confusing to some extent. I 
had to believe that the synod council had put much planning and effort into the process and everyone just 
needs to trust that process. 

There was a little bit of misunderstanding about the design of the Q&A process for the bishop candidates. 
A presentation from a synod council member or another appropriate person could have included 
instructions for voting members to plan to spend the evening in conversation about what they heard in 
their different rooms -- and for this to work, we should have provided cards of all three colors on each 
table and recommended that members of the same congregation, cluster, conference, etc. split themselves 
into the different rooms for the Q&A. 

In that most tables was comprised of friends I would provide papers of various colors at each table to avoid 
having delegates having to find willing members to exchange. This would enable acquaintances to easily 
attend various meetings  

It sounded like the candidates got basically the same questions in each Q & A session and thus by the time 
they got to the second and third session they had formulated answers.  
 excellent 

With a few complications, and given the fact that different synods took different ways of doing it, the 
Assembly was allowed to asked questions, express concerns, and move forward in an effective way. 

My only suggestion (and I think this was where the motion from the floor that took us down a rabbit hole 
was trying to take us) is that next time, allow for people from the same congregation to do a swap with 
others so that all three sessions can be heard by a different person. I am grateful one of our members took 
it upon themselves to do that and the answer one of the candidates gave to one of the questions in that 
session was very important to my choice of Bishop and that subject only barely came up in the session I 
attended. 
Very well done. 
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The election questions and Q&A sessions were a mess. The rooms were divided unevenly and the process 
is long and tiring. This means that inevitably, some candidate was going to face the largest audience when 
they were least fresh. And the questions themselves were less about understanding what parts of the 
office the person would prioritize and more landmines planted for the candidates to dance around. If you 
wanted to know what kind of a bishop they were going to be, the sessions gave no more information than 
the speeches did. 

Despite the confusion about the Q&A session, I felt the process was quite good and Mikka McCracken 
handled those Roberts' Rules excellently. 

More efficient voting is desired. There are several ways to vote electronically that could be implemented to 
speed up the process. Also, leaving less time between ballots could have made the process go faster.  
They appeared to be smooth. 

As a first time voting member, I thought the vote on the first ballot was not adequately explained. I also 
felt that the biographies should have been printed and given out at the registration desk. I did not vote on 
the first ballot. I was at a loss.  

Would prefer to have had all 3 contestants on the same stage, in debate style. 
Synod needs to consider how to narrow the list of candidates, so we start with a list of 7 at the beginning 
of the session. 

Neither I nor one other person I know was able to pull up the biographical info for bishop nominees on our 
tablets. Everything else came through fine. 

The Q&A sessions were too long, and many of the questions were repetitive(canidate had similar answers 
for different questions). 

I did not understand why the committee limited the number of questions to ask the candidates. You gave 
the Assembly a lengthy time to formulate a large number of questions, and then you limited it to only ten-
twelve. As a result, in our gathering, one candidate completed all of the questions before her time was 
done. Consequently, they opened the floor to individual's questions. In one case, the person had a very 
specific agenda, one that I felt was an attempt to back the candidate into a corner. Thankfully, the 
candidate handled it well. However, in the future, if you grant time for Assembly members to formulate 
group questions, use them instead.  

The question process could have been electronic instead of paper pencil. Who does that anymore? A bit.ly 
or electronic survey format would have allowed more options for collating questions. The council needs to 
have some human resource advice on question design, because the questions were awful in the yellow 
group. They were not behaviorally structured. They were too specific and not open ended enough to allow 
candidates to reveal themselves.  

I was surprised that constitutionally a churchwide office staff member was allowed to run for bishop while 
still holding a position that the church relies on him for. 
Some candidates for bishop were obviously campaigning for the position during the speeches. 
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4. Assembly Materials Accessed 

Information about registration and hotel reservations 164 82.0% 
Officer and staff reports 141 70.5% 
Reports by committees, task forces, conferences, & ministry partners 127 63.5% 
Biographical information for nominees 165 82.5% 
Explanation of the Ministry Funding Plan (budget) proposal 131 65.5% 
I did not access the materials offered prior to assembly. 17 8.5% 
I printed the material from the Synod website. 35 17.5% 
 

My pastor made registered my and made my hotel reservation, so I did not need to access that. 
Accessing from the app was easy and well organized 

I am not as proficient with apps as I would like to be so I did print out the daily agendas and often had to 
search while people were speaking which was not to my liking so I listened and did not access some 
information. Too bad but I did find it later. 
Clear and concise reports were helpful even for 1st timers.  
Used mostly for agenda. Had difficulty using APP to view bio info. Will use laptop or notebook rather than 
phone. My issue, not Synod. 
Paper saving! 
I printed the agenda and workshop descriptions 
I printed out some info (agenda, bishop's report) because I like having hard copies in front of me, but 
accessed a lot of other info via the app. 
It would be nice to put some of the materials on the screen behind the main platform. 
The Guidebook app is hard to navigate 
I found the app and the materials on it to be pretty easy to use. Thanks for saving on a lot of paper. 
Clear and inderstable 
Am very glad this info was online 
My only feedback was it would have been nice to have the bios earlier on Saturday evening. 
I very much appreciate the guidebook app, and was very grateful to have all the reports prior to the 
assembly this year.  
 
Without access to electrical outlets, my laptop charge would not last the day so I mostly accessed the 
materials in the meeting rooms via cell phone. Some of the pages were not formatted very well for cell 
phone users so that could be improved in the future. Otherwise, the electronic distribution was fine. 
Online and app worked well.  
Please have some printed materials available 
The app seemed to work well and give relatively easy access to necessary info.  
I only printed a small amount of material.  
none 
no comment 
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Wish the information had been up on website earlier, so we had longer to be able to read it. When we first 
registered, I tried to access the materials and a LOT were missing, then didn't think about it until we got 
emails only 3 days before the Assembly. :-( My iPad was to old to be able to access the website, so I had to 
download everything to a pdf and then save into DropBox. (NOT EVERYONE has the latest and greatest 
"iThing" at their disposal. 
Well organized. 
I printed only a few pages, and accessed most of it online. 
I printed only the agenda and workshop descriptions from the synod website. 
well done 
I wish we had more time to talk about the budget while in session, and look it over. 

Thank you for having them all available electronically. So nice not to have to print and waste all that paper. 
I appreciate not having to shuffle papers. 
I would suggest a projection screen that would display referenced app data. This would enable delegates 
from spending significant time trying to locate referenced material on a short time schedule or in many 
cases just giving up 
Very well done. 
Getting more used to "Guidebook." It is a good and helpful resource. 
I printed a copy of the Agenda and workshops for my own use. 
The biographies of the final candidates were not easy to access 
My wife is a retired Lutheran pastor and she told me how to behave. 
It would be very helpful to have a printed version of the updated agenda available at the start of each day 
What about the voting members who have difficulty accessing these materials? Even though a help desk 
was available. When is there time to get help? 
Difficult to locate the actual materials used by the presenters. 
I did not access all the materials before assembly because they were not ready very early and I was busy 
after they were available 
It might have been helpful to have a map of the grounds area we would be in. 

 

5. Worship 

I enjoyed daily worship with Holy Communion. 178 89.0% 
I attended all worship opportunities. 145 72.5% 
I enjoyed the diversity of worship styles. 154 77.0% 
I liked the variety of hymn selections. 158 79.0% 
I did not attend the worship at the Assembly. 6 3.0% 

 

  
  
   

Worship sessions were very meaningful and a highlight of the Assembly. In the future I would like to have 
more emphasis on the bible and the Lutheran concept of grace -- like more basic themes. 

The worship services on Saturday and Sunday were wonderful! I did not like the golden umbrella. 
I loved them all. 
Was grateful for the first service with organ and brass. All musicians were talented. 

The music was good and well prepared. I like reading in Swahili. It was inspiring to hear different people 
preach.   
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Especially liked Sunday's jazz service!  

Rev Eric Murray did a wonderful job, the choirs and worship participants made it really memorable. 

I would have checked the first four boxes here, as I would have in year's past. Always well done! 
Outstanding music!  

Diversity of worship is a reminder that "the Southeast Synod" is not alone in this around the world. 

Would prefer a cup for Intinction only. I did not dip my bread in the common cup. I missed the experience 
of bread and wine and had only bread.  
Love the variety! 
The worship team did an outstanding job! 

As always, worship was extraordinary. Kudos to the worship planning teach for the variety of music, 
liturgies and liturgical appointments. However, I think it worked better last year to have the chairs 
arranged in three sections around the altar with the font in the middle. 
Excellent. I always enjoy the variety of worship experiences.  

Worship services are too long. The pace is very slow. Not every service needs to be Holy Communion and 
not every service needs to have every part of the liturgy. 
It's easier to hear each other and sing together if you turn the room sideways to how we had it (puts 
leaders and musicians, if you place them well, at half the distance from the farthest worshiper, compared 
to lengthwise setup). 
Beautiful! 
Worship is always a highlight of the assembly. This year was no exception. 
I really like hearing 500+ voices singing enthusiastically  

Did not like having worship in a separate location - although I understand why. 
I loved the diversity! A little more direction on receiving communion - maybe some ushers - would have 
been helpful. Otherwise everything was great! 
On Saturday with a tight schedule I think we could have done some paring on the worship service: i.e. 
Kryie or Hymn of Praise, two lessons, no creed 
Worship is always a high point of the assembly. This year was no exception. 
Exceptionally well-done this year. 
Very good, but they did not excel as in past years 
I had to leave before the Saturday & Sunday worship services. 
All the services were spirit filled and joyful. 
I loved the different musical styles - wonderful! 
Again, Ms. McCracken stole the show. 
Excellent 
Much prefer worship in a church rather than assembly room. Worship planners should keep the length 
within time allotted.  
I couldn't handle the incense 
There was some confusion related to the explanation of the communion stations, and some unclear 
leadership of the assembly during the thanksgiving for baptism on Saturday's worship. The sound system 
also seemed to play some tricks this weekend (though that's probably nobody's fault from the synod). 
Overall, the worship, preaching and music was solid. I LOVED the jazz ensemble on Sunday.  
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Preachers and music were superb. The services were inspiring. The cantors needed a microphone. The 
HIGH Church reading of the gospel was a bit overboard in my opinion. In two of the worship services, the 
prayers took almost as much time as the sermon. They should be limited in the future. 
Jazz based worship Sunday morning - what a way to go out on a high! 

Solid worship opportunities. The umbrella was really odd and a source of internal laughter. I had to text a 
member of the worship team after the assembly to try to learn about what it was and it still seems really 
odd. Sound was an issue in the assembly. I sat on the front pew and still had a hard time hearing the 
groups leading the singing.  

I feel as if the worship styles and hymn selections were not very diverse at all this year. I also feel that 
worshipping all three days is unnecessary  
Would like to see communion in a more organized fashion 
Excellent. They seem to get better each year. 
Due to an injury and recent surgery, I was not able to attend all worship services. I heard high praise from 
friends in attendance and was sorry to miss. 

I saved all the bulletins to share with our Worship & Music team and our Interim Pastor.  
Always good!  
I especially enjoyed the variety of services. What I would like to have seen more of would be more current 
hymns or musical selections.  
With new music styles, I believe there should’ve been more vocal leadership. The sound in that room was 
not good 
always loved going to worship 

I enjoyed the services. I would like us to continue to improve on achieving broader diversity in participants. 
I recognize that this my require some intentional effort such as providing transportation for youth of 
diverse backgrounds. 

The sound system for the band / song leaders needed to be a bit louder. And someone needed to have 
been 'running' the mic's - as you could hear people speaking (because they didn't mute their mic) when 
they weren't the actual leader. 
Thank you to the Worship Team. 
We have been to many synod meetings and this was by far the best worship experience we have had. 
I always love the worship service at the assembly.  
I didn't like the jazz music, but worship is always worship, and God was praised 
I have attended many synod assemblies and these worship services were probable the best ever. The 
music was especially good, the sermons were all very good and the services kept within the allotted time 
frames. 
sorry, but I am an old timer--would have appreciated a little more traditional 
Excellent! but sound system was lacking. 
One reason I enjoy attending Assembly is the singing of songs in worship with so many voices. Some songs 
we sang this year were unknown and difficult to sing thus there were not many times to be a part of 
uplifted voices. 
The hymns were great this year, everyone could sing them. 
The offertory hymn of the Sunday service could not be heard in the back of the hall  
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Several people remarked to me that they preferred not to take communion by intinction from the same 
cup others were using as a common cup. The worship space's acoustics were really poor for assembly 
singing -- i.e., unless you sat near the musicians, it was hard to hear the music. My guess is that this is due 
to carpet, the wall panels, etc. I would suggest exploration of the possibility to exchange the plenary space 
and the worship space. The room we used as the plenary hall had a concrete floor and some concrete 
block walls, which would do much less to deaden the sound. The other space might actually work better 
for the plenary session since most of the sound is spoken words, and the microphones in that space 
seemed to work well for that. 

Fantastic choir but unfortunately they couldn’t be heard well in such a big room.  
The "jazz" service music was difficult to follow - and I read music. 
I would like to have had the opportunity to experience some more current hymns or music selections 
Very moving and inspirational. We are certainly blessed with a diverse Synod that can offer worship 
planning and worship that is very well done. I just wish all in our Synod could experience it. We worship 
well! 

Go paperless and use projected bulletins. I actually have grown to love projected hymn texts, prayers, etc. 
cause it gets my head and attention up and forward. 
Worship was great! 
Worship has always been my favorite part of Synod Assembly and I was highly pleased again this year. 

We do high church well. I'd like to see us do low and medium church well also. I'd also prefer to not use 
secular poems as part of our liturgy. In this case we ended up praying to God to protect us from silliness as 
a result of that.  
Some of the worship services felt quite long especially when they were immediately before or after a long 
plenary session. 
Wonderful worship brought home some great ideas. 
The services are the highlights of the week. 
I enjoyed the music - the choir and instrumental musicians were excellent 
I especially liked the variety. The music and the variation of the way the hymns were song and the overall 
music was uplifting. 
Great experience, but sessions were long. 
Sound system caused some distraction problems.  
Worship was amazing and inspiring. The preachers were fantastic (some of the best sermons Iâ€™ve ever 
heard). 

7 verses may have been a few too many and 20 petitions may have been more than was necessary for the 
prayers of the people, but it wasn't detrimental to the service. I wish we could have someone mix the 
sound who knew what they were doing. For the jazz service the piano was strong in the house speakers 
and the drums were barely audible. A better mic for the singers would've been helpful. Also, muting mics 
when they weren't needed. I would love to see a stripped down worship sometime. I get it that we have a 
great group of folks there, 500 or so, but one simpler service or a style that differs from what most 
churches do might be helpful. It is a safe place to try something new that might help a church that's 
struggling with their services to see what's possible. We are also a church with a variety of worship styles 
and it might be fun to see more of those expressions represented at assembly.  
I do think that the worship could have been more diverse. It seemed like last year's offerings were far 
more diverse in terms of style, while this year only had minor differences (and mostly in what musical 
instruments were used). 
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This is the highlight of the Assembly for me. We are a little church with an older congregation and a really 
enjoy worshiping with a group that has many ages and diversity and loves to worship. 

Opening and closing worships would have been enough. 3 services was too many.  

I wasn’t able to worship all three due to the incense burning at the prayer table. I had a severe asthma 
attack in the first one and couldn’t attend the next day bc of the smell! I asked Bishop Gordy on Saturday 
night I’d he could do something. He did! Obsess able to worship on Sunday. I was very disappointed 
because the service is my favorite part!!! Anything scented can be an issue for people with respiratory 
concerns! 

 

 

6. Pre-Assembly Workshop Opportunities 
   
Boundary Training 15  
     Excellent 8 53.3% 
     Good 6 40.0% 
     Fair 0 0.0% 
     Poor 0 0.0% 

   
Spirit Embodied Breakthroughs and Disability Ministries   
     Excellent  #DIV/0! 
     Good  #DIV/0! 
     Fair  #DIV/0! 
     Poor  #DIV/0! 

   
I did not attend a Pre-Assembly Workshop   

 

 

I wish the pre-assembly workshops had been on my radar. I'm sure that was my oversight. I just didn't see 
the info in time.  
N/A 
N/A. I wasn't aware of the workshops. Were they only for Pastors? Because everything was on line, I'm 
sure I missed some things. 
I couldn't find info on pre-assembly workshops until after I'd already had to make a commitment to be 
there or not be there for that. Would have been helpful, and I would have done the boundary training, had 
that info been on the website earlier (or easier to find, if I just missed it). 
None 

A good mix of people who are curious about, and in tune with, experiences in the church by persons 
(young and old) who want to find belonging in their church. I appreciated opportunities to listen, learn, 
and brainstorm together and ask each other the difficult questions of integrating persons in the 
congregation in ways that allow each person to serve in the church.  

I missed the boundary training workshop. I forgot about it then couldn't find it at the right time in my app.  
I didn't pick up my certificate. Hopefully it will be mailed.  

 


