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Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Happy Epiphany! I hope everyone has been well since we were 
last together in September. It was wonderful to see so many of you at the Bishop’s installation in 
October 2019. It was quite the experience to process in with my fellow Synod Council members and I am 
thankful to the Bishop for giving us that honor. There is no other way that I would have liked to 
experience the installation. I am so happy to see the excitement around our Synod regarding our new 
Bishop and his staff.  
 
The weekend following the Installation, it was quite a pleasure to represent our Synod during Atlanta 
Pride. I have attended Atlanta Pride for the last few years to show welcome to the LGBTQ community on 
behalf of our Church, but it undertook added significance this year as Bishop Strickland joined us in 
marching in the Atlanta Pride Parade. It was quite an experience for the fellow Lutherans who marched 
in the parade as well as to the onlookers, seeing that our Bishop was marching alongside us. I also had 
the pleasure of meeting Episcopalian Bishop, Gene Robinson, who was also marching in the Atlanta 
Pride Parade, meaning there were two Bishops demonstrating the overwhelming love of God during the 
Pride celebration. 
 
In addition to the massive party we had for the Bishop’s installation, I have been busy with with the 
Southeastern Lutheran Holding Company as we worked through the involved process of the selling of 
real estate in Mississippi that is owned by the Synod. I know a lot more about the process than did 
beforehand and by the time our meeting, hopefully the saga will be concluded.  
 
We have also kept the Executive Committee busy in approving a new lease by Inspiritus in Nashville as 
well as voting on Personnel Matters. I beg their forgiveness for the amount of meetings I’ve asked them 
to attend either over the phone or on Zoom. 
 
On a personal note, I am very excited to tell all of you that Kendall and I are expecting our first child on 
June 2, 2020! The bad news is that is mere days before our 2020 Synod Assembly, so there is an 
extremely good chance that I will not attend this year. The Bishop and I have briefly spoken regarding 
how my responsibilities will be divvied up, so do not fear, there is a plan. We will likely briefly touch on 
that in our meeting and I thank the Bishop for being so gracious. Perhaps we can have the child’s first 
birthday party at the 2021 Synod Assembly? 
 
Thank all of you for your work on behalf of the Southeastern Synod. I pray for safe travels and a 
productive meeting and I look forward to our time together. 
 
Imran Siddiqui 
Vice President, ELCA Southeastern Synod 


