
2019 Advocacy Policy Council Report 

 

2019 was a productive year with the addition of Jordan Slappey as our Hunger Fellow. We attended 
many advocacy events and Town Halls. We visited with legislators on Capitol Hill, and spoke at several 
congregations about how they could become involved in Advocacy. Working with our partners we were 
successful in passing 17 bills across our 4 states. We also developed 2 new brochures which can be 
found on the synod website along with our Congregational Advocacy Guide. We both were present at all 
synod events with workshops and an advocacy/World Hunger exhibit. 

I believe we are now in the perfect position to take advocacy to the next level by adding a part-time staff 
position. This person would work on advocacy in coordination with Bishop Strickland, our Policy Council, 
along with conferences and deaneries (see attached job description). I have enjoyed sharing what I have 
learned about Public Policy at different Churchwide events and the effects of those policies on the 
vulnerable and under-served within our synod. The addition of our Policy Council has helped reproduce 
our earlier success in Georgia; thanks to all who have served on the council. Five of the current Policy 
Council will term out in June after faithfully serving for 4 years; Bishop Strickland will be naming their 
replacements. With Synod Council’s support, this new Policy Council and staff member will have the 
opportunity to take this important ministry to the next level. As soon as the grant process opens, I will 
be requesting funding for our 2020 World Hunger Grant (see attached draft of the budget). 

Action Request: 
We are seeking your approval of this new staff position. In the attached budget, you will see a line item 
Designated Funds and Donations for  $25,000. Synod Council will need to approve matching funds of 
$10,000 of the $25,000; the other $15,000 can come from existing advocacy funds, along with 
donations. 

I thank the Synod Council for your support over the years; I will be officially retiring as Director of 
Advocacy as of January 31 to make room for the new Director. I plan on staying involved in advocacy 
and will be at the Annual Advocacy Gathering at Redeemer on February 1; and invite each you to join us. 
This ministry is most certainly a critical piece of our mission as followers of Jesus. 

As Jesus begins His public ministry, He stands and reads, “the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He 
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor”. “He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Sincerely, 
Hilton Austin Jr. 
SES Director of Advocacy 

 


