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Last Sunday, while I was attending my home congregation, one of the members came up and asked 
what my favorite part of my new call was.  It was an easy question to answer because even after 4 
months every day I feel blessed to be called to serve in this new role.  For me, my favorite part of this 
ministry is the opportunity to experience ministries across our Synod and to hear the ways that our 
brothers and sisters in Christ are living out their discipleship.   
 
Our first Leadership Convocation took place in October at Lutheridge.  Pastors, deacons and lay leaders 
from across the synod gathered to learn about “Preaching in Such a Time as This”.  Dr. Sam Giere from 
Wartburg Seminary joined us as our keynote.  While the topic was certainly significant, the opportunity 
for leaders across our synod to come together for fellowship, discussions and visioning was the most 
rewarding of our time.  We had many new to our synod leaders and to watch them build relationships 
and participate in the life of the synod, connecting with other leaders was the church at its best. 
 
Many of you participated in the Bishop’s Installation and I just would like to personally thank the 
worship team, ALDA, SESLYO and all those who assisted in the weekend and the service.   
 
Since Synod Council met last I have had the opportunity to serve with the Candidacy Team working with 
Candidates preparing for ministry. What a joy to listen to candidates talk about their sense of call and 
help them discern the ways in which God is calling them to ministry.  At our last Candidacy weekend the 
Candidacy Committee entranced Isaac Taylor (Word and Sacrament) and Adam Waddell (Word and 
Sacrament).  Both of these candidates are beginning their seminary work.  We endorsed Judy Bullock 
(Word and Sacrament), Anna Hurley (Word and Sacrament) and Taylor Burton-Edwards (Taylor was 
ordained in another Christian Tradition and is a Word and Sacrament candidate).  Endorsement means 
they are about half way through the process.  We also approved Emilie Case (Word and Sacrament) and 
Nyahaley Labor (Word and Sacrament through TEEM). Both of these candidates are now ready to begin 
the call process to be ordained.  We also approved Katie Christie (Word and Sacrament), Katie is 
ordained in another Christian Tradition and so once she receives a call to an ELCA congregation she will 
be brought onto the ELCA roster.   
 
Ms. Carolyn Davis and I did a site visit to the Chattanooga Convention Center to discuss the upcoming 
Assembly.  We currently are doing site visits to other locations for the Assembly in 2022 and beyond.  
We are hoping for another multiyear contract to provide the largest discounts for congregations both in 
housing and registration costs. Hopefully we will have a decision made for 2022 by this Assembly.  Stay 
tuned. 
 
I continue to learn more about my role as the Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership and Administration 
and am so thankful for Sandra Gustavson and Holly Liersch for their guidance and direction, helping me 
get acclimated to the position.  As roles continue to be redefined we ask for your prayers and assistance 
to develop new processes to do the work God has called us to do.   


