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The year 2019 was a year of transition within the North Alabama Deanery: 

• For the first time in nearly a quarter of a century, All Saints, Huntsville, is no longer 
led by Pastor Keith Cook. Erik Feig is serving as the Intentional Interim Minister and 
will conclude his relationship with the congregation in early 2020. Much work has 
been done on the Ministry Site Profile, and a Call Committee will be formed in the 
first quarter of 2020. 

• After a ninety year relationship with the ELCA and predecessor denominations, Christ, 
Cullman has voted to terminate its relationship and join the NALC. This decision was 
made in spite of visits by Bishop Julian Gordy on August 13 and Bishop Kevin 
Strickland on October 24. As Dean, I accompanied them for both visits. 

• St. Mark's officially paid off its mortgage in December, thanks to a successful 
campaign that raised $1,200,00 in three years. Plans are developing for expanding its 
food ministry, updating older parts of the campus, and calling an Associate Pastor in 
2020. Pastor Karen Boda had an initial meeting with the Call Committee and Council 
on November 3. 

• Messiah, Madison, is celebrating its 30 year anniversary, all under the pastoral 
leadership of Scott Peterson. 

In my role as Dean, I: 

• Met with our Pastors on a monthly basis during the school year. 
• Provided Bishop Election presentations in all four congregations prior to Synod 

Assembly. 
• Offered prayer at a fellowship event shared with All Saints and St. Mark's in 

celebration of the Apollo 11 moon mission. 
• Organized an event hosted by Messiah that featured presentations by John Boettner 

and John Moeller. 
• Served with members of Messiah and St. Mark's as we joined hands on God's Work, 

Our Hands Sunday. 
• Participated in a discussion with Bishop Strickland, Pastor Feig, and Pastor Peterson 

regarding new efforts for evangelism in Madison County, Alabama. 

in Christ's love, 
Pastor Gary Soop, Dean 
 


