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These first few days of 2020 are a good time to reflect on what shaped Inspiritus in 2019 and 

what it looks ahead to in the new year.  Below are a few of the most significant highlights: 

In 2019… 

1. Lutheran Services of Georgia and Lutheran Services in Tennessee became ONE 
organization, changing its name to Inspiritus.  Inspiritus means “to inspirit” or “to fill with 
courage”.  We believe our team is privileged to be witnesses to the ways in which those 
we serve inspirit us even as we accompany them in their own journeys from surviving to 
thriving; 

2. Inspiritus in Middle Tennessee moved into the former home of Saint Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Nashville, and immediately expanded its programming to include two hunger 
initiatives which were currently operating on the property.  Inspiritus Nashville is also 
delighted to be able to provide space for The Table, a new worshipping community of 
the Southeastern Synod; 

3. Inspiritus opened a new office in Birmingham, Alabama, providing fingerprinting services 
to potential sponsors for unaccompanied children who cross into the US, without family, 
over the southern border; 

4. While rebuilding homes damaged by Hurricane Michael and recent tornadoes across 
South Georgia, Inspiritus piloted a rapid response initiative to Hurricane Dorian on the 
Atlantic coast garnering support from big box retailers like Home Depot and Lowe’s.  
This is exciting because we are now recruiting volunteers to go in immediately following 
a storm to clear debris, muck and gut houses and provide immediate support to storm 
victims; 

5. Inspiritus continued adapting to significantly reduced funding for refugee resettlement 
and family and children’s services.  Both funding challenges are the result of changes in 
federal and state funding priorities;  

6. Inspiritus prepared a grant that will allow us to compassionately serve unaccompanied 
minors in Georgia with shelter, education, health and mental health care and case 
management before connecting them with family members across the U.S.; the grant is 
part of a larger proposal submitted to the U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement by 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) to do this work across the country; 
our proposal reflects a collaborative effort with three other metro-Atlanta child welfare 
organizations. 

In 2020, Inspiritus is… 

1. Updating our strategic plan to reflect current priorities and realities; 
2. Preparing for reaccreditation this summer by the Council on Accreditation (COA);  
3. Building capacity and positioning itself to expand our disaster relief work to include rapid 

volunteer response and hopes to be able to deploy in response to disasters across the 
Southeastern Synod’s territory;  



4. Exploring expansion of work into western Tennessee (perhaps Memphis)/Mississippi at 
the request of LIRS; program expansion would include post release services for 
unaccompanied children who have been reunited with sponsors in which case managers 
conduct follow-up home studies and social service referrals to ensure the children’s 
needs are being addressed;  

5. (Hopefully) continuing to resettle refugees in Georgia (albeit a much smaller number 
than in previous years) pending the governor’s support of continued resettlement; 

6. Carefully monitoring the refugee resettlement, immigrant support service, and children 
and family landscapes, making strategic adjustments as necessary, to preserve this 
work for better days ahead. 

How can Southeastern Synod congregations and worshipping communities 

partner? 

1. Be part of the annual Martin Luther King Day of Service and learning at Christ the King, 
Peachtree Corners, GA on Monday, January 20, 2020; this is a partnership with the 
ELCA Southeastern Synod and the LTCA and will feature the Rev. Tiffany Chaney as 
this year’s facilitator; 

2. Participate in Refugee Day at the Georgia capitol on February 13, 2020; 
3. Recruit volunteers for the Hunger Walk 2020 on March 15, 2020 and raise funds in your 

community for Inspiritus; 
4. Follow our Facebook and social media pages; 
5. Sign up to volunteer for a disaster response.  Click here to notify Inspiritus of your 

interest; 
6. Make a gift today! This is a wonderful way to fuel this vital ministry in the Southeastern 

Synod.  

As always, I welcome your questions, value your feedback, and deeply appreciate the support 
of the Southeastern Synod in this work that we do together. 

In partnership, 

John R. Moeller, Jr. 

President & CEO 

Inspiritus  

 

Contact information: 

770-364-1443 (cell) 

John.moeller@weinspirit.org 
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