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Happy Pentecost, dear Synod Council! Since the last time we met, many things have occurred, as we are 
all aware. In this time of pandemic and empty church buildings (to show our love for our neighbor), I am 
glad to have this reminder that God’s Holy Spirit flows among us still. Pentecost is one of my favorite 
Church holidays. I love dressing up in red, often outrageously. I love listening to the story of the disciples 
in the upper room overwhelmed by the Spirit flowing in and among them. I love how they all started to 
talk in tongues to the point where others thought they might have been drunk (even though it was only 
nine o’clock in the morning – I love that phrase perhaps most of all). I love everything about Pentecost 
Sunday. And even though we do not engage in the pomp and circumstance of physical worship on that 
day, I feel that the Spirit is at work among our gatherings over the internet. The Spirit is at work as we 
stay at home to protect others. The Spirit is at work as we do the work of the Church from our homes. 
 
Since our January meeting, I have participated in more Zoom meetings than I can count (though I know 
that the Bishop and the Assistants to the Bishops have me beat in spades). I have been a member of our 
Synod’s COVID 19 taskforce, which have met quite frequently over the past few months to discuss and 
make plans for how we as a Synod would react to a brand new situation that the vast majority of us 
have never faced before. Each person on the task force (Bishop Kevin Strickland, Pastor Jill Henning, Dr. 
Erica Bjornstad, Pastor Jonathan Trapp, Pastor Tom Clark, and Dr. Winton King, in addition to myself) has 
been essential to our efforts. I am thankful for the extremely hard work that the taskforce has done. 
 
The Executive Committee of the Synod Council has also met multiple times over Zoom and had long 
discussions over email to vote on necessary action items for our Synod. I am grateful for Pastor Karen 
Boda for crafting agendas for each of these meetings and Pastor Randy Jones for taking minutes of these 
meetings and quickly turn them around. The Synod Council as a whole has also met a few times by Zoom 
to discuss our recommendations and the “new Normal” we will find ourselves in moving forward. I 
thank each and every one of you for your time and participation in these meetings. I also thank each and 
every one of you for being leaders in our Synod. The Synod Staff prepared two COVID 19 centered Zoom 
meetings for Congregational Leaders and I saw many of you participate in these Zoom calls. It makes our 
job easier when we have such leadership on the Synod Council. 
 
Unfortunately, however, I will not be able to join all of you for our Synod Council meeting. On May 23, 
2020 (at 4:53 in the morning), my son, Asher Gabriel Siddiqui was born. And while our meeting will be 
two weeks past his birthdate (and a week after my 40th Birthday), it probably would not be wise to 
commit to a multi-hour meeting which requires focus and attention throughout. However, I may pop in 
and out of the meeting when able (or even just turn the Zoom on and have your lovely voices in the 
background as mute and turn off my camera). 
 
Thank all of you for your work on behalf of our Southeastern Synod. I pray for a productive meeting. 
 
Imran Siddiqui 
Vice President, ELCA Southeastern Synod 


