
Executive Committee Meeting via Zoom 
14 April 2020 

 
In Attendance: 
Rev. Kevin Strickland, Bishop 
Mr. Imran Siddiqui, Vice President 
Rev. Randy Jones, Secretary 
Mr. Steve Gehret, Treasurer 
Rev. Beverly Brown Shaw 
Mr. Stephen Schrader 
Ms. Roxanne Thompson 
 
Guests 
Rev. Karen Boda, Assistant to the Bishop, Synod Council Liaison 
 
Call to Order 
Vice President Siddiqui called the meeting to order. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Bp. Strickland opened the meeting with a devotion based on one of the daily texts; 
Colossians 3:11-17. 
 
The bishop used the evening prayer litany for the opening prayer. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved. 
 
Update on the Storms that occurred on Easter 
Significant damage in Cleveland and Ooltewah TN, south of Jackson, south Georgia.  
People are still missing in Georgia.  The disaster team released money today and it 
is writing a grant for funds from LDR.  There was an anonymous donor who gave 
$10K for St. John’s.   There was no significant damage to any of our churches. 
 
 
 



Update on Covid-19 
The bishop has met with every deanery.  He then had a renewal of vows rite for 
rostered ministers.  He had 102 people participate via Zoom.  All of the retired 
pastors and deacons are being contacted.  The bishop has had two Zoom meetings 
with the youth to talk about the cancellation of Affirm.  The youth have decided to 
have a virtual gathering. 
 
The bishop is going to have Zoom meetings with the presidents of our congregations 
to speak to the pandemic and the church as well as the cancellation of Synod 
Assembly.   
 
The bishop will have Zoom meetings with all the deaneries again in the next couple 
of weeks. 
 
The staff continues to provide worship materials and sermons for the synod. 
 
The bishop will write another letter and produce a video imploring the congregations 
to not meet until after the end of May, based upon advice from our Synod’s COVID-
19 task force. 
 
The bishop suggests that we create an assistance fund for rostered ministers and 
congregations. 
 
The committee agreed with the bishop’s proposal and it will be investigated to set 
boundaries and objective requirements.  The staff will compile a list of pastors who 
might be at risk.  What are the downsides to this idea?   
 
Treasurer Steve Gehret reports that the finances aren’t that bad at this point, but we 
need to be proactive.  The budget and finance committee are keeping an eye on 
things.  He also said our endowments are in low risk areas that are not effected by 
the market. 
 
Life Line Fund Discussion 
Pr. Karen Boda will meet with the lifeline program board to see how the process 
works.  We have had one application already. 



 
EC2020.04.01 – Affirm the nomination of the Rev. Lewis Groce to serve on the 
Advisory Board for Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary of Lenoir Rhyne 
for a second term of four years. 
 
Date for the Next Synod Council Meeting 
The next Synod Council meeting via Zoom will be 6 June 2020.  The Executive Da 
 
Closing Prayer 
Rev. Beverly Shaw closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Adjournment 
Vice President Siddiqui adjourned the meeting. 
 


