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Our team is really excited about the faithful ministry God is doing in Guatemala through the Iglesia 
Luterana Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG). Our team works in partnership with ILAG to connect the 
ministries of the Southeastern Synod with ILAG and to deepen the relationships we share in Christ. 
 
This year ILAG has made some significant strides in ministry. 

• ILAG has undertaken the development of a new ministry plan and are organizing their work 
around four key areas of emphasis: Education, Congregations, Delegations, and MILAGRO. 

• Education – ILAG has enrolled over 120 students in the Colegio Luterano Agustino de Guatemala 
elementary school, earned recognition for academic excellence from the Guatemalan 
government, purchased a new school building which has been named in honor of Pastor Esther 
Echeverria. This is in honor of her hard work and dedication which she has given to God’s 
mission in Guatemala both through the educational program and in the entirety of ILAG. The 
school’s dedication on April 15, 2020 was delayed due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

• Congregations – ILAG leadership continues to support 17 congregations spread throughout the 
country with workshops and pastoral visits. In 2019 ILAG appointed two new pastors as regional 
coordinators who will work in collaboration with the pastoral team to support the ministries of 
local congregations.  Pastor Julio Lux will support ministry in the Petén and Pastor Santos Chun 
will support ministry in Ixcan and Coban areas. With the arrival of Covid-19, ILAG began a 
program to support the 450 families in their congregations with food and hygiene supplies. 
These supplies are being distributed in early June 2020 and will enable the families to shelter in 
place and stay safe from Covid-19. 

• Delegations – Throughout 2019 – February 2020 ILAG hosted 2-3 delegations each month from 
congregations and Synods in ELCA. ILAG leaders including Pastor Karen and Diego Gil have made 
several trips to accompany congregations and Synods in the United States including the 2019 
Southeastern Synod Assembly and MILAGRO Gala. ILAG also hosted the 5th International 
Consultation for Latin America and the Caribbean Churches with their companion synods from 
ELCA and ELCIC. This gathering was led by ELCA Global Missions and included over 90 
participants from Argentina to Canada. In 2019 ILAG also received official status as a member of 
the Lutheran World Federation. 

• MILAGRO - The MILAGRO Women’s Center had 8 young women complete the 2019 school year, 
and 15 youth women began the 2020 year. From recent visits we have seen these youth women 
advancing in their formal school education, as well as growing in their trade skills, self-
confidence, and Christian education. ELCA World Hunger collaborated with ILAG to produce an 
incredible video telling the story of MILAGRO which can be viewed here: 
https://youtu.be/JhP_XI4KeA8 . 

 
We are very proud of the faithful ministry that ILAG is doing. 
 
Here are some of the ways our Southeastern Synod Guatemala Team is accompanying ILAG in their 
ministry. Our team includes people from 10 congregations. Our work has centered around maintaining 
the partnership through visits as well as reaching out to educate and invite more individuals and 
congregations in our Synod to an active place in this partnership. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/JhP_XI4KeA8


Visits have included: 
• Diego Gil from ILAG visited congregations in Georgia and the Southeastern Synod Assembly in 

June 2019. Congregations visited outside of the Assembly include: Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection Marietta, GA, First United Lutheran Church Kennesaw, GA, Community of Grace 
Lutheran Church Grayson, GA, Christ Lutheran Church Marietta, GA.  

• Individuals from First United Lutheran Church in Kennesaw, GA (Ginger Peterson) and St. John 
Lutheran Church in Griffin, GA (Elaine Bell) worked with the MILAGRO Women’s Center in June 
and July 2019. 

• Pr. Tim Wrenn led a delegation of Southeastern Synod Youth to Guatemala to join ILAG’s youth 
leader’s retreat in July 2019. The delegation included youth from Christ Lutheran Church 
Marietta, GA, Community of Grace Lutheran Grayson, GA, and St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Knoxville, TN. 

• Pr. Karen Castillo and Diego Gil from ILAG visited congregations in TN and GA prior to the 
MILAGRO Gala at the Atlanta Hilton in September 2019. Congregations include: St. John’s 
Lutheran Church Knoxville, TN, Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church Tellico Village, TN, Grace 
Lutheran Church Oak Ridge, TN, St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church Franklin, TN, Trinity Lutheran 
Church Tullahoma, TN, First United Lutheran Church Kennesaw, GA, Christ Lutheran Church 
Marietta, GA, Grace House Campus Ministry Atlanta, GA, Community of Grace Lutheran Church 
Grayson, GA, and the Southeastern Synod Office. 

• MILAGRO Gala held at the Atlanta Hilton included 105 attendees from 18 congregations and 
raised $35,000 for the ministry of the MILAGRO Women’s Center. 

• Bishop Kevin Strickland and Pr. Stephen Friedrich represented the Southeastern Synod in the 5th 
International Consultation for Latin America and Caribbean Churches and their synod 
companions from ELCA/ELCIC in November 2019. 

• Pr. Rachel Wrenn was invited by ILAG to teach Old Testament for ILAG’s annual leadership 
meeting in February 2020. 

• Lutheran Church of the Resurrection Marietta, GA and Lutheran Church of the Epiphany 
Suwanee, GA sent members of a delegation to visit the MILAGRO Women’s Center and 
Santisima Trinidad Lutheran Church in February 2020. 

• ILAG had invited groups from the Southeastern Synod to visit for further times in 2020 however 
these visits have been rescheduled or placed on hold due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• ILAG had also planned to visit the Southeastern Synod for the Synod Assembly and the MILAGRO 
Gala in September. These visits have also been rescheduled or placed on hold due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.  

 
 
Connecting Southeastern Synod Congregations and Ministries to the Partnership 

• This partnership has received outstanding support from Bishop Strickland and the Southeastern 
Synod Office and Assistants to the Bishop. They have a love for Christ’s church that spans the 
globe and have quickly build relationships with ILAG leaders and supported the partnership 
through visits, video updates, connections with Synod Youth Ministries, and tactical support for 
the Synod Guatemala Team. 

• Many thanks to the Synod’s Worship Team for intentionally including ILAG’s voice in the prayers 
of intercession for the Vigil of Pentecost. 

• Many thanks to AFFIRM 2019 and the more than $1,200 collected through the Penny Wars to 
support the MILAGRO Women’s Center. 



• Many thanks to Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Hiram, GA which in their closing made a financial 
legacy gift to support the work of the MILAGRO Women’s Center. 

• In support of ILAG’s Covid-19 response our Synod Team launched a fundraising campaign and 
congregations and individuals across our Synod have donated generously and we have so far 
sent more than $6,500 for this effort with more on the way. 

• We anticipate producing and distributing Guatemala Partnership worship resources for 
congregations to use later in 2020. 

• We are planning for the 2020 MILAGRO Gala to be held on Saturday, September 12. Please save 
the date. 

 
We invite your prayers for this partnership which our Synod has shared with ILAG since 2003. My life 
and ministry have been enriched by this partnership, and I thank God for the opportunity to walk 
together with our Guatemalan siblings in Christ.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Stephen Friedrich 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection Marietta, GA 
Co-Leader Southeastern Synod Guatemala Team 


