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June 5, 2020 
 
Grace and Peace! 

ADLA Southeastern Chapter - The Association serves as the collective Synod-wide “voice” for Lutherans who 
self-identify as African Americans, African Nationals and Afro-Caribbean 

 
This body convenes today for the thirty -third year governing four Southern states with the most 
troubling history on racism and inequality.  This inequality has prevailed for a long time and caused 
many wounds of injustice and oppressive structures.  Our Synod not excluded.  Now, more than 
ever, the words of our brother Dr Martin Luther King Jr. are necessary for African decent people to 
hear and our white siblings to acknowledge that “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends 
toward justice.” Knowing that it is bending may give comfort to some, while for most we ask the 
question, but “when?”  
Thank fully, God answered that question through the prophet Isaiah.  

Isaiah 43:19 NIV - See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I 
am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 
 

Addressing this body as the President of this chapter is an inaugural event and so I pridefully declare 
that the African Descent Lutheran Association, is a synod recognized organization in the 
Southeastern Chapter. Bishop Strickland, THANK YOU and to your very hard-working staff and 
Council members. 
 
As a chapter we have 34 members in two states, Georgia and Alabama.  We also have 9 
congregations as members including St John and Redeemer. 
 

Since our establishment, we have been relationship building: 
• Creatively coordinated the first ever reenactment of the African Descent Brush Harbor Worship 

- 2017 Southeastern Synod Assembly (Chattanooga, TN); this to remind ourselves and our 
White brothers and sisters of our commitment to worship God 

• Spearheaded for the first time in its 31st year of convening in the 2018, an African Descent style 
Worship for the Synod’s assembly of the Southeastern Synod (Chattanooga, TN); it is still 
considered by the post assembly comments to be the best worship at an assembly ever 

• Established the first Annual Summer Festival (Juneteenth commemoration) and Worship 
Service, Atlanta – 2016; 2020 marks the 4th year. 

• Coordinated a visit to the Equal Justice Initiative & Legacy Museum – where visitors to the 
museum get a close look at the transformation of slavery into mass incarceration and the stained 
history of lynching.   Facilitated post discussions around the author Bryan Stevenson’s book 
“Just Mercy” 

• Held an Inaugural Jubilee - a scholarship awards event – Feb 29, 2020 and awarded two 
scholarships of $1000 each to Seminarians of Color pursuant to Ordination of Word and 
Sacrament. 

• Hosted a Prayer Breakfast in honor of the Fourth Bishop of the Southeastern Synod  
• Sent three Refugee women to WELCA convention in Tennessee 
• Sent 5 members to attend the National Biennial in Philadelphia and Milwaukee 
• Supported community engagements that intersect with those marginalized in our communities.   

 
Excitedly and prayerfully the chapter endeavors to look ahead to:  
• Summit (2020 focus/rise of HIV and AIDS in Atlanta) – Fall 2020 
• Week of Remembrance: 

o 6/ 14 “Emanuel” Film viewing –  
o 6/17 - Emanuel 9 Commemoration and Day of Repentance 
o 6/20 - Annual Summer festival (Juneteenth)  

• “Positions of Peace” - pop up opportunities for small group mixed race conversations 
• Next General Meeting - August 29 & December 5, 2020 
• Prayer Breakfast – October 3, location TBD 
• In collaboration with the Georgia Justice Project – Bail Bonds for women 
• Pre-planning for the ADLA Biennial hosted in Atlanta  

 
 
Warm regards, 
Roxann Thompson, President 
African Descent Lutheran Association, Southeastern Chapter 
“In Community, With Community” 
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