
Mission Outreach and Renewal Committee
May 2020 Synod Council Report

Recommended Action(s) Synod Council Consideration: None

Meeting Dates This Year: The remaining 2020 quarterly MORC meetings are scheduled for
the following dates: July 14, 2020 and October 20, 2020.

Activities:
● Accomplishments 

 At its April 2020 meeting, the MORC selected Rev. Terri Landers to serve as
chairperson. Rev. Landers will replace Rev. Tiffany Chaney as chairperson, who
will complete her tenure on MORC at the end of May at the conclusion of her
second term. Rev. Jenny McLellan was selected as MORC Secretary, who
replaces Rev. Landers in this role.

 The MORC welcomed three new members in January 2020: Rev. Crispin Ilombe
Wilondja, Ms. Candace Knight, and Rev. Jenny McLellan.

 Since the committee’s last report to Synod Council, the following grant decisions
have been made by MORC:

 Awarded a $5,000 Linn Fund grant for The Common Table, Decatur, GA to
support the first year salary of a Music and Communications Director.

 Both a $5,000 Linn Fund grant and $5,000 Great Commission Fund grant
were awarded to Epiphany Lutheran Church, Conyers, GA to support a
Pastor for Multicultural Ministry.

 A $5,000 grant was approved for the Lutheran Theological Center in Atlanta
to support the Urban Plunge.

 In January 2020, a $30,000 two-year internship grant application was
approved for Resurrection Lutheran Church in Newnan, GA, pending the
assignment of an intern. In March 2020, the MORC received communication
from Resurrection, indicating an Atlanta-based intern will not be available in
2020, and received a request that the internship grant be applied for an
extended internship for Vicar Connie Monson, until the time of her first call.
At its April meeting, the MORC denied the use of this grant for continued
funding for Vicar Monson, as her internship is ending and what is being
proposed is staff employment rather than an internship.

 In May 2020, a $5,000 Great Commission Fund outreach grant was
approved for Resurrection, Newnan for a project entitled, “Closing the
Generation Gap: Gen X, Millennials, and the Church” to be led by Connie
Monson, as Coordinator of Community Engagement.

 A $1,950 Great Commission Fund grant was approved for Epiphany
Lutheran Church in Collierville, TN for community theatre advertising to build
awareness with new segments of the community.

 In April 2020, the MORC approved a grant application follow-up process to add
greater accountability in the grant process and to facilitate story-telling and idea-
sharing from projects.



● Future plans 
 A new session of UNITED TM 2.0 began on February 8, 2020, held at Shepherd of

the Hills Lutheran Church in Birmingham, AL. Four Alabama congregations are
participating. Due to Covid-19, the next session of UNITED TM 2.0 will be held
virtually on August 8, 2020.

● Favorable conditions enhancing the group’s work 
 Having completed the first round of United TM 2.0, the committee has honed best

practices to help enhance effectiveness with the next round of participating
congregations. These were evident in the first session of the second cohort.

 Previous experience using virtual communication as an option for committee
meetings made for a smooth transition to holding meetings virtually during Covid-
19.

● Unfavorable conditions impacting the group’s work 
 Due to Covid-19, the annual Mission Developer’s Retreat is postponed.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Tiffany Chaney
Mission Outreach and Renewal Committee Chairperson
pastortiffanychaney@gmail.com, 617-586-6206


