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The Candidacy Committee was able to still meet on April 23 &24, 2020 via Zoom to conduct the work of 
the Candidacy Committee.  We met on April 23, 2020 for a Business Meeting to discuss the effects of 
COVID-19 on people within candidacy.  Given the number of candidates that the Southeastern Synod 
have it was decided that decisions regarding CPE and other restrictions caused by the COVID-19 
Pandemic would be determined on a case by case situation.  We have had one candidate that was 
unable to complete their CPE experience due to safety concerns.  This particular candidate reached out 
to Pastor Jill Henning to discuss her concerns following addressing those concerns with their CPE 
supervisor, when the CPE supervisor was unable to ensure the safety of the candidate to Pastor Jill 
Henning, it was determined that this candidate would withdraw from the program.  This particular 
candidate does not need CPE to complete her seminary degree and it is only a requirement of the ELCA 
Candidacy process.  The team determined to address this particular situation with an individual 
response rather than making a broad recommendation. 

Both Bishop Strickland and Dr. Ruth Hamilton addressed the shift from Visions and Expectation to 
requiring all candidates to agree to the ELCA’s Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline to replace the 
required Visions and Expectations for Candidacy. Bishop Strickland also discussed the changings that are 
being proposed to the assignment process following the September 2020 assignment process.   

The Candidacy Committee voted to approve Pastor Dave Helfrich to serve as the chair of the Candidacy 
Committee beginning in June.  Pastor Andrew Lewis, also was voted as the Vice-Chair of the Committee.  
Pastors Katie Pasch and Lewis Groce finished their terms on the Candidacy Committee and we are 
grateful for their work and for their partnership in raising up leaders to serve our church.  Pastor 
Michelle Kulhman has been appointed by the Bishop to join the Committee, resigning as the Chaplain 
and Pastor Beverly Brown Shaw will be assuming the role of Chaplain for the Committee.  Deacon 
Melanie Johnson also has been appointed by the Bishop to serve on the committee. We also are grateful 
for the work of the Rev. Dr. James Thomas who has served as a liaison between the Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary who is retiring from LTSS and will be replaced by the Rev. Dr. Justin 
Nickel, who is joining LTSS as the Lutheran Studies professor. 

The Candidacy Committee approved Rachel Patterson and Connie Monson as Candidates for Word and 
Sacrament ministry and the Candidacy Committee approved to receive the Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards 
onto the Roster.   

The Candidacy Committee also entranced Stephen Abbott (Word and Sacrament), Kevin Compton (Word 
and Sacrament) and Ali Clark (Word and Service) into the Candidacy Process.  

The Candidacy Committee also held three additional Developmental Panels for current Candidates. 

We are grateful for the work of the committee and the ways in which each of them assists in 
discernment of our 90 candidates for ministry. It has been my pleasure to serve as the chair of this 
committee and do this ministry. 

Pastor Lewis Groce 

Southeastern Synod Candidacy Committee Chair 


