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It is an honor and joy to present this first report from my new position as Assistant to the Bishop, and 
Director of Advoacy.  Hilton Austin has laid a good foundation for the important work and ministry of 
being a voice for the voiceless in our Synod, and I am grateful for his continued help and support. 

I regret the loss, due to Coronavirus-necessary meeting cancelations, of “getting to know each other” 
aspects of in-person meetings, in which this report should have been presented, and the lunch and 
dinner table conversations that might have made us come to know each other better. So let me briefly 
introduce myself—particularly to those of you who may not know me.  

 I have been a pastor for ten years. While “loving my neighbor” has been an important aspect of my 
whole life, and a public witness of my pastoral ministry, “Advocacy” is relatively new for me.  The short 
story is, in February, 2015, I was called headlong into the push for Medicaid Expansion in Tennessee, 
because I realized my son, Matt, who has Down syndrome, was “main-streamed” because people who 
believed there was a better way than institutionalization for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, spoke up, and led for change. When presented with the lack of health insurance for 280,000 
Tennesseans, which was left sitting on the table because of the unwillingness of our State Legislature to 
get out of their comfort zone and bring it up for a vote, I decided to get out of my own comfort zone and 
work to make a difference. 

In those five years, I have learned the importance of giving more than a nod to our baptismal vow to 
“work for justice and peace in all the earth,” and have come to the belief it is an imperative of all who 
wish to serve the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Since Hilton’s last report, to the January 2020 Synod Council, the Advocacy Policy Council has had its 
annual meeting, on February 1, 2020, at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Atlanta, where 
approximately thirty advocates, from all four states, gathered to discuss the progress on work for 
creation care, healthcare, immigration, hunger, and a dozen other social justice issues.   

The other primary Advocacy events, so far in 2020, have been a Synod-wide ZOOM conversation and 
review on the ELCA Draft Social Message on Government and Civic Engagement; and the recent 
“Becoming the Body of Christ” webinar, hosted by Bp. Strickland, on the ELCA’s resolution to condemn 
White Supremacy.” 

As new members of the Advocacy Policy Council are approved, we will work to build the capacity in all 
four states of our Synod, to inform our congregations, their pastors and lay people, on opportunities and 
resources to engage the public square in conversation and legislation that is in line with God’s agenda to 
love our neighbor. 

Action Request: 

En Bloc approval of the following new members, for three year terms: 

Rick Barger, Georgia 



Susan B. Clard, Mississippi 

Clariessa Dais, Alabama 

Cathy Crimi, Tennessee 

Mary McCoy 


