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Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Happy Epiphany! I hope everyone has been well since we last 
zoomed together in September. We have continued to live in a strange new world as we worshiped and 
met together distanced during Advent and Christmas. When the pandemic started in March and April of 
2020, none of us probably imagined that we would be apart from each other for this long. I am 
incredibly thankful of the leadership that you all have shown during this incredibly difficult time. I pray 
and hope that you and your congregations have been safe during this time, especially in the face of 
rapidly rising Covid 19 cases in the four states of our Synod. 
 
Since our last meeting, I have continued to participate in many Zoom meetings. Our Synod’s COVID 19 
taskforce has continued to meet virtually and share information over email over the past few months to 
try to make sense of the data and formulate recommendations for our Synod. I have also participated in 
Council Leader Zoom meetings where members of our COVID 19 Taskforce have presented data and 
discussed issues our congregations need to newly consider in this time (scientific, logistical, legal, etc). 
 
I have also continued to participate in the monthly Synod Vice President Zoom call. This monthly 
meeting continues to be highly beneficial in terms of fellowship and coming up with new strategies on 
how to lead our respective Synods during the pandemic. Through these meetings, I was elected to serve 
on a Synod Vice President Future Vision team, which has been tasked with looking at the needs of Synod 
Vice Presidents and what our role may look like in the future.  
 
On that note, THANK YOU so very much for filling out the Synod Vice President Future Vision survey 
which I sent out over email. We ended up with over 700 responses across the ELCA and Synod Council 
members made up the highest number of respondents! Your responses have been essential in leading 
our plan of action. We are committed to including the survey results as an appendix to our final product. 
 
This past November, I was also elected to be Vice Chair of the Joint Ministries of Region 9 Council, with 
the understanding that by next November, I will become the Chair of the Region 9 Council. Our Region 9 
Council consists of the Bishops and Synod Vice Presidents of our Synod as well as the Florida-Bahamas 
Synod, Caribbean Synod, North Carolina Synod, South Carolina Synod, and Virginia Synod. I am excited 
to take on this new responsibility to help guide our Region forward in its work. 
 
On a personal note, Asher (my son) continues to be a joy in our lives. He’s now 7.5 months old and we 
hope that soon we can have everyone be able to hug and hold him (so far it’s just been my wife and I 
and the pediatrician that have been able to do so). Skype hugs aren’t the same! 
  
Thank all of you for your work on behalf of the Southeastern Synod. I pray for a productive meeting and 
I look forward to our time together.  
 
Imran Siddiqui  
Vice President, ELCA Southeastern Synod 


