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These are some updates of the activities of the Synod Policy Council in the past few months. 
 

• Rev. Rick Barger led the committee through the formation of new guiding principles and 
Mission Statement for our Committee: 

 
God provides abundance for all life to flourish; but human greed, systemic racism, and 
inequitable distribution resulting in the lack of access to resources prevent some from living life 
fully in God's love. 
 
The Southeastern Synod’s Advocacy Policy Council is called through our baptism into Christian 
mission to work for justice. We foster relationships of solidarity with our congregations and their 
communities to empower them and our church to combat racial, social, economic and 
environmental injustice. We take up this work so that all creation might live fully in God’s 
abundant love.  
 

• Thanks to Bishop Strickland, and the quick action of the Synod Council, we were able to 
present Hilton Austin with the Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award, which we 
intended to present to Hilton at the 2020 Synod Assembly.  Patti Austin helped us 
surprise Hilton by gathering a few of the neighbors from their Atlanta condo, and a 
couple of family members for a masked and socially distanced presentation of an award 
clock, and framed copy of the Synod Council resolution. There was no small irony that 
the day we presented the award, December 16, Jean Graetz entered The Church 
Triumphant. Although Hilton did not get the standing ovation from 500 members of the 
Synod, that he so deserved, he was very moved by the honor. 

 
The Committee continues to organize with the following people serving in various administrative 
and advocacy issue roles: 

• Mary McCoy has been certified as a “Creation Cares Ambasssador” and will be available 
for speaking in congregations, and providing resources around the church’s work on 
climate change and environment issues. 

• Cheryl Bopp has been named the Synod World Hunger Chair, and will be identifying 
congregations already participating in hunger and feeding ministry, as well as being a 
resource for congregations which might want to begin hunger ministries. 

• Rev. Gordon Myers was appointed by the Bishop as our Synod liaison to the Poor 
Peoples’ Campaign. 

• Dr. Peter McLellan, Advocacy Policy Council member, will take on the social media 
work for the Committee. 

 
Finally, with State Legislatures convening in January, the Advocacy Policy Council will be 
working to identify legislation in the four states of the Synod that would be of social justice and 



“church in the public square” interest, so that we can educate and equip rostered and lay people 
who are interested in working on these issues. 
 
If you have any questions about, or input to, the work the APC is doing, please don’t hesitte to 
reach out. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Rev. Matt Steinhauer 
Assistant to the Bishop, Director of Advocacy 
 
 


