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CALL TO ORDER
The Southeastern Synod Council met on June 7, 2015, in the Birmingham Ballroom 1 of 

the Sheraton Birmingham Hotel, Birmingham, Alabama.  Ms. Doris P. Underwood, vice 
president of the synod and chair of the Synod Council, called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m. 
(CDT).  Present were members of the Southeastern Synod Council, synod staff, conference 
deans, and guests. 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Vice President Underwood welcomed those present and asked that they introduce 

themselves. 

REVIEW OF THE 2015 SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
Vice President Underwood asked for comments on the assembly. 

Highlights 

• The Rev. Dr. Mark Allan Powell
• Worship
• Glocal presenters
• Bishop Grabow (in a variety of contexts)
• Quality of presentations
• Agenda didn’t feel overly full.
• Things kept moving.
• Business carried out more smoothly than usual
• Beer and Hymns as a time for fellowship
• SESLYO helping with whatever needed doing
• SESLYO report
• Southeastern Synod WELCA report, which was both good and concise
• Assembly chaplain
• The leadership of Sandra Gustavson on elections

General Problems 

• The absence of many participants on Sunday.  Perhaps the bishop could draft a single
sermon for every congregation to be given on the Sunday of the assembly.  Alternatively,
he could speak to congregations in a video.

• Lack of attendance by some rostered leaders



• Microphone monitoring, which allowed non-voting member to speak to the assembly

Hotel Problems 

• Facilities—lack of electric plugs, noise, excessively hot water but no cold, expiration of
room keys, run-down room, inability to call front desk.

• Inconsistent information given at registration.  People were not told about parking,
Internet access, green initiative.

• Prices too high
• Not enough food vendors
• Getting billed immediately for the first night.
• Incompetent staff

Hotel Strengths 

• Concierge willing to recommend restaurants and helped with meeting
• Quick response to complaint about a late night verbal argument
• Green initiative
• Staff unfailingly courteous and helpful

Convention Center Problems 

• Cold
• Lights
• Inadequate signage and maps
• Hard to navigate
• Ministry displays were invisible
• Hit and miss Internet access
• Sound technology in the worship space
• Difficulty in moving between floors in groups.  Security people were making it more

difficult.

Other suggestions 

• Need electronic voting devices

SYNOD APPEAL 
Vice President Underwood will soon convene a working group consisting of Rev. Gary 

Soop, Rev. Eric Murray, and Bishop Gordy to plan for the 2015 Synod Appeal. 



SYNOD COUNCIL VISITS TO CONGREGATIONS 
Vice President Underwood reminded Synod Council members to complete their visits to 

congregations before the September council meeting.  Outgoing council members were asked to 
complete their scheduled visits and possibly bring an incoming member with them.  Bishop 
Gordy asked Synod Council members to communicate any concerns about the congregations 
they visit to synod staff.  Pastor Soop suggested that members bring with them a map of the 
conference as a visual aid to help each congregation see its neighbors as potential partners in 
ministry. 

ELECTIONS 
The following people were properly nominated and elected to serve a one-year term on 

the Executive Committee:  Dr. Andrea Green, Mr. Keith James, and Rev. Randy Jones. 

ADJOURNMENT 
The June 7, 2015, meeting of the Southeastern Synod Council adjourned at 1:58 p.m. 

(CDT). 


