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May 2, 2021 
 
Report of Pastor Jill Henning 
Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership and Administration 
 
“We’ve never done ministry in a pandemic” – if we could make a bumper sticker for the 
last year and a half, my guess is that would have been at the top of our list for catch 
phrases and yet doing ministry in the midst of pandemic is exactly what we have done.  
Over the last year and a half, we have worshiped together online, in parking lots, 
socially distanced and wearing masks.  We have cared for one another and prayed for 
one another.  We have answered the call to love one another by abiding to CDC 
guidelines and staying apart. While we may have not ever done ministry in the midst of 
a pandemic, we certainly have figured it out and God has called us to such a time as 
this. 
 
Through my work as the Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership and Administration, I 
have been blessed to ministry with some amazing, adaptive leaders and while for many 
doing a zoom meeting was far from what they were comfortable with we have all 
learned together.  The Candidacy committee has met with we have walked with 
potential candidates to discern how God was calling them to live out their baptismal 
identity, met with candidates to entrance them into the Candidacy process, we have met 
in zoom panels to endorse candidates with seminaries to send them off on internships 
and we have approved candidates that in the midst of this pandemic, God has called 
into ministry to serve God’s church. It is one of my greatest honors to assist these 
amazing disciples in this work to raise up rostered ministers in our Church and I would 
be remiss to not thank, the Rev. Dr. Ruth Hamilton, for her work as the Regional 
Candidacy and Leadership Manager for her guidance in this work.  Being someone who 
gets to talk to folks trying to discern where God is calling them is humbling and the Holy 
Spirit is working in and throughout our Synod. 
 
One of the other areas that I have been blessed to serve is with our Disaster Ministry 
Committee.  I don’t need to remind you of the storms, both natural and human disasters 
that have affected our four states of the Synod.  What you probably don’t know is that 
our Disaster Ministry Committee begins its work, sometimes days, before a storm 
reaches our boundaries.  These faithful disciples are watching radars, on volunteer 
phone calls with VOAD, mobilizing supplies, making contact with congregational leaders 
in disaster zones and most importantly praying for all those in the line of the storms.  
We have had our share of disasters and with the support of Lutheran Disaster 
Response, in the form of grants to support our work, we have been meeting the unmet 
needs of our neighbors. I am grateful for the partnership we have with a variety of social 
ministry agencies but none more than our own social ministry agency, Inspiritus for their 
work in immediate disaster response across our Synod.  



When the pandemic started, we established a COVID Team that is made of medical 
professionals and synod leaders.  This group has given guidance and resources 
throughout the pandemic.  With four different states and four different state 
governments providing guidance that focused on the safety and well-being of our 
rostered ministers, our congregations and our community became our priority and 
without their input and knowledge we could not have navigated this continuing crisis.   
 
Throughout this COVID pandemic, ministry continued.  Congregations went through 
pastoral transitions and I was blessed to work with church councils and call committees 
to dream about where they felt their congregation was being called by God and what 
type of pastoral leadership God was calling in their locations.  To walk with 
congregations through these transitions was an honor and God blessed me with some 
amazing congregational leaders that made that work a blessing.  In my role I also relate 
to the Guatemala Team and our relationship with our siblings in Christ in Guatemala, 
Iglesia Lutherana Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG).  Our ministry together has meant that 
we have prayed for each other during this pandemic, they have prayed for us during our 
natural disasters and we have prayed for them during their natural disasters.  We have 
been able to continue to financially support ILAG’s Milagro School for young women 
and to financially assist them in providing relief to their congregations and villages when 
COVID hit and following flooding from several hurricanes.  Your financial support has 
meant that while the world was quarantined from each other due to COVID – our love 
for our siblings in Christ was not.   
 
It is such a gift to serve with such amazing co-workers of the Gospel, whose passion for 
the Church and for the Gospel inspire me daily.  Much of what happens day in and day 
out in our ministry together is supported by two amazing women, Holly Liersch and 
Carolyn Davis.  They bless my ministry with their support and behind the scenes work 
and I am grateful to work with the two of them.  This assembly could not happen without 
their adaptive knowledge and guidance.  So, thank you both. 
 
Finally, serving Bishop Kevin Strickland as his assistant is my honor and my gift.  His 
leadership, his commitment to becoming the beloved community and his love of this 
church and his living out his identity as God’s child inspire me each and every day and 
so for the opportunity to serve the Church in this capacity is my joy and so I say thank 
you for inviting me into this ministry together. 
 
Pastor Jill Henning 
Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership and Administration 
 
 
 
 
 


