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 Advocacy Policy Committee Report to Synod Council 

 

June 4, 2021 

 

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 

need and yet refuses help? (1 John 3:17 NRSV) 

 

Since the previous report our Advocacy Policy Committee members have been attending to a 

significant amount of legislation in the four states of the Synod to give voice to those who, most 

often, have no voice with elected officials. 

 

These actions have included: 

• Working on Medicaid Expansion in every state, to provide access to healthcare for people 

who fall in the coverage gap between those who qualify for state Medicaid benefits, and 

those who are eligible for premium subsidies from the Affordable Care Act 

• Working against legislation to make participating in street protests punishable as a felony 

conviction, as opposed to a misdemeanor. 

• Rev. Dawn Bennet testified in a State Senate hearing on transgender issues (one bill of 

nine such anti-Trans laws working through the Tennessee State Legislature) 

• Working against gun violence 

• Food insecurity issues that have been exacerbated by the pandemic 

• Working against the voter suppression laws in Georgia 

• Rev. Gordon Myers, who represents Bishop Strickland on the Poor Peoples’ Campaign, 

presented at a rally with Rev. Dr. William Barber, III, to raise awareness of the harm and 

danger of the Byhalia Pipeline in Memphis 

 

Of course, this list only scratches the surface of Social Justice issues that our committee 

continues to address. 

 

We have lost two members of the committee since the last report. Mary McCoy died in a tragic 

car accident.  She was primarily focused on Caring for Creation issues, and active in the Synod’s 

Green Team.  Dr. Peter McLellan had to resign from the committee for work and family 

necessities. 

 

Our committee received the benefit of a non-stipend intern for eight weeks during the first 

quarter of the year. Sarah Parson, a senior at Dickinson College, in Carlisle, PA., and an active 

young adult in our Synod, worked on several projects to benefit our ministry and mission: 

 

• Research on the social media presence of the APC, and where additional social media 

presence for Advocacy in our synod exists (beyond the Synod Facebook and Web pages) 



• She created PowerPoints on advocacy for middle schoolers and high schoolers, with the 

latter including information on voting. These will be quite useful for our outreach to 

youth and young adults.  

• She also created a list of some advocacy resources for students (as well as adults), which 

includes a list of senators with contact info for the four states of the synod, and links to a 

website that has a list of all the elected representatives for every state, so students can 

find their representative.  

• Lastly, she had major input in the creation of the Synod’s first “Earth Day Teach In” 

which was conducted via ZOOM on April 22nd. It included presentations on 

o The Environment and Families 

o The Environment and Justice 

o The Environment and Faith 

 

Because Sarah added so much to our work, after her internship ended she was invited to become 

a full member of our committee. Please see the “Action Request” below. 

 

Cheryl Bopp, who is our Synod Hunger Chair, has continued to raise awareness for Synod 

congregations who have food ministries, or who are interested in beginning one, to apply for 

ELCA World Hunger grants. Several congregations in our Synod received those grants last year, 

and hopefully more will apply this year. Additionally, Bishop Strickland’s 40-40-40 challenge 

(one mile, one day, one dollar for each day of Lent) to raise money for ELCA World Hunger 

involved approximately 250 participants (including ELCA Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton), 

and possibly raised $5,000 for World Hunger. 

 

Work remains to be done on continuing to organize all four states in a manner to address issues 

of all kinds of advocacy for the sake of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rev. Matt Steinhauer 

Assistant to the Bishop, Director of Advocacy 

 

 

 

Action Request:  

 

Approval of Sarah Parson to fulfill the unexpired term of Mary McCoy on the Advocacy Policy 

Committee 

 

    

 

 


