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I, like many, have been struggling to find the words to adequately sum up 2020, I either 

find myself reiterating clichés or just shrugging my shoulders, speechless.  I do believe that we 

will be looking to understand and find meaning in this year for the rest of our lives and I do hope 

that we find something.  In looking back on the past three quarters of the year (to me it feels like 

this fall semester began at Spring Break when campus closed) I feel that I saw four key trends 

that I believe our Christian faith, and specifically Grace House, has and will continue to speak 

towards: Personal Connection, Sense of Self, Sense of Purpose, and Breaking of Norms.  I 

have long thought that Grace House is a place to model behavior, to show what being a beloved 

child of God looks like and letting our individual and collective lights shine, reflecting God’s love. 

 

Personal Connection 

 Whether in-person or virtual, this was not the year for group gatherings. The entire 

semester, we had a hard time gaining traction on assembling a constant group of people for 

programming.  At times we would go on small runs (i.e. our summer book club) of solid 

attendance. But as the weeks turned to months, this became more and more challenging.  

Between zoom fatigue, the weight of the semester's workload and Covid blues there was not a 

large interest in virtual zoom gatherings. However, the desire for personal connection and 

relationship has been reinforced time and time again. Over the course of the year, we have 

deepened relationships with our existing students. Connections were made with first year and 

transfer students, and engagement rose with the causal student relationships we have via 

instagram, neighbors in Greek Housing, and coffee regulars.  Since the beginning of the 

semester, we made it a habit of reaching out to students each week for check-ins and words of 

encouragement.  If you would have asked me at the beginning of the semester how many 

students I would have thought would be in our core group by the end of the semester, I would 

have guessed the same number that we started the semester with. However, we have added 3-

5 students to that group.  Grace House is a space for relationships, even in the midst of a global 

pandemic, and our God of relationship was still made known, not in the large gatherings but in 

the personal connections made between God’s beloved.   

 

Sense of Self 

 We have all spent a lot of time sitting with our own thoughts over the course of this year, 

students included. Between the pandemic, political polarization, and continued civil unrest, 

students have been seeking reassurance and the deep knowledge that they are seen and 

heard, loved and respected, valued and appreciated. With the current state of our world and 

country being what it is, students have been looking for their place and to be seen as a human 

being just wanting love and purpose like everyone else. The focus of most of our one to one 

check-ins were around these very ideas, “what does it mean to be a beloved Child of God and 

what does it mean that everyone is a beloved Child of God”, “uniqueness vs. conformity”, “how 

to live an authentic life of faith”, “growth from childhood to adulthood” to name a few.  This time 

in a young person's life is incredibly impactful to their understanding of self usually in more 

edifying ways however, this year more than ever the reassurance of God’s love, grace, and 



presences in their lives was a continual point of focus.  At Grace House we are less concerned 

about your GPA, internship or co-op location, or career aspirations. We are more focused on 

who you are as a person, whether you love yourself, know your worth, and understand how 

unique you are -- because that is what God is focused on. 

 

Sense of Purpose 

 As in the time before Coronatide, part of our calling as a campus ministry was to help 

students find their personal callings in life.  This has only become more prominent during 

Coronatide.  Between the pandemic, Black Lives Matter, political polazaration, growing 

inequalities in society, the continued fight for civil rights, there is plenty to be overwhelmed and 

challenged by, plenty to engage with, not to mention a constant revealing of just how much work 

is to be done to live into what we pray “on earth as it is in heaven”.  I have been continually 

impressed by the students on our campuses; their drive and ambition to not just their studies but 

to the needs of the world is inspiring. Over the course of the semester we have worked with 

students passionate about dismantling systems of oppression and white supremacy, voter 

education and engagement, Trans rights, LGBTQIA welcome and inclusion, interfaith 

conversations, dismantling stereotypes around misunderstood groups to name just a few.  This 

work has all been done because of the students’ understanding of the Divine and the 

importance in engaging with the world around them. As a result, our campus communities have 

experienced a God that is active in the world and one that calls them to be active.  It has not 

been easy work, but it has been important work because this is a life of faith.  

 

Breaking of Norms 

 For many of us, students included, this year has been one of breaking routines and 

practices. It has been a year of new normals and an examination of what life was like before 

and how it can be different in the future. This takes different forms and our Christian faith can 

help in navigating the path forward. There appears to be two main areas that have been under 

examination for our students and ministry.  The first is how does our faith call us to work for 

justice, to break the routine of homophobia, sexism and racism?  Our worship this year has all 

been around unpacking racism and white supremacy in our faith tradition and how we can use 

our faith to speak out in the places where racism and white suprency appear.  In our advocacy, 

we have been continuing to work for the rights of our LGBTQIA siblings, our black and brown 

siblings, and our siblings struggling with their mental health. Secondly, in the midst of a global 

pandemic, how do we “love our neighbor as our self”, and what does it look like to put the needs 

of others before our own and how is that counter to our American culture?  We continue to 

discuss how do we advocate and work for the best in the other, how we celebrate the 

achievements on a campus that is highly competitive like Georgia Tech without falling into the 

trap of comparison. It sounds cliché, but Christianty is a counter-cultural faith. It calls us to love 

our neighbor, pray for our enemy, and remove the plank from our own eye before the speck 

from our neighbors. We continue to learn and grow, but we are growing into justice, acceptance, 

and inclusion of all. 

 

We have spent a lot of time this fall sitting with feelings of inadequacy, wondering what, if any 

impact we are having, especially in the midst of a pandemic. It has been hard to know which 



way to turn this fall and where to focus our energy, but the students always have a way of 

grounding this ministry. One of my favorite recent traditions at Grace House is when students 

write thank you cards to our donors and supporters. I try not to read them too often, but when I 

do I am always blown away by the impact Grace House has on students. I wanted to share with 

you an excerpt from a card written by a second-year transfer student who has been spending 

time with Grace House.   

 

 “This year has been a bit of a roller coaster for me...I am a transfer student, so coming to 

a new college where all classes were scheduled to be online and virtually all events were 

canceled made finding friends feel like a daunting task. I was scared I was going to spend all 

waking hours in my room and not be able to find my niche. But then I heard about Grace House 

and reached out. They instantly made me feel right at home. From the weekly check-in, zoom 

calls, Thursday coffee events, and weekly worship, I love it all!  Every member is so friendly, 

and we form a perfect little community. We’re all unique and have our own quirks but that’s what 

I love most about Grace House. It's such an accepting Chrstian community!” 

 

 

 It can be easy to lose sight of God in the world, especially in a year like 2020.  This has 

been a year like none of us have seen before and for many, we have been shaken to our core 

with a new reality before us. The witness of God through Grace House is a witness to a God of 

relationship and at the end of the day that is what Grace House does best, we invest deeply in 

relationships, we love deeply, and we continue to let our light shine! 

 


