
May 19,2021 

Dear Synod Council, 

 

The 2020-2021 academic year has been fruitful with 

growth and surprisingly busy. This season has 

included a lot of changes to our normal programs to 

balance the current spiritual and social needs of our 

students while maintaining everyone’s health and 

safety.  

 

One exceptionally fruitful area of Tyson House this 

year has been our Action and Advocacy group. Over the year, this group has worked to raise 

awareness on key issues and provide volunteer opportunities to our students. They volunteered with 

the Sustainable Future Center, A Place at the Table (an outreach program for individuals 

experiencing homelessness), and several times with the Episcopal Church of the Good Samaritan 

youth group. They hosted events including a garden day and reflecting on an article Denial Is the 

Heartbeat of America by Ibram X. Kendi, a voter registration day with resources to share with other 

young adults, and a Mental Health Workshop with alumna and licensed therapist Sinead Doherty to 

learn how to better care for each other and ourselves after a year of increased stress. The Mental 

Health Workshop was so successful that we will be hosting another one for the wider campus 

community in the fall semester. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Office Hours Fall 2020 

Tyson House Residents began having a weekly Residents’ Dinner this year! 



We formed a fellowship group, who planned social 

and fun events to bring the community together. Their 

events included online game nights, making dinner 

and having an egg hunt on Easter Sunday, delivering 

care packages of food, weekly office hours, nature 

walks, and a walk in downtown Knoxville while 

enjoying sunset and ice cream together.  

 

Worship Council has helped us celebrate the events of 

the church year with a mixture of hybrid and online 

worship formats and provides an opportunity for 

students to help plan our worship services. Our final 

event of the year was our first fully in person worship 

service in over a year and blessing graduates. To see our students in one place, not on a screen, and 

have the property filled with their joy, talk, and laughter was a wonderful end to a year of online 

events and primarily seeing each other in Zoom windows.  

 

In Christ, with you,  

 

 

Pastor John Tirro  

Tyson House, UT-Knoxville 

(www.tysonhouse.org)  

Sunset walk and ice cream at Cruze Farms in 

downtown Knoxville in Fall 2020. 

Our final 6:04 Worship of the year and blessing the graduates 


