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Gathered together in 2020, the Strategic Vision Task Force (SVTF) has continued to meet via Zoom on a 
roughly quarterly basis. By now, we hope you have all become familiar with our Synod’s mission “to 
equip, empower, and engage God’s people to love and serve.” This Task Force continues to curate 
resources for congregations and leaders to use in annual focus areas (in new or ongoing ministries) as 
we try to answer the question, “What will our Synod look like in 2024?”  The 2021 focus area has been 
Diversity and Justice; for 2022, the focus will be on Evangelism and telling our/God’s story, with an 
“Unmute yourself!” theme (in a nod to a year spent in online meetings); and for 2023, the focus will be 
on Formation—not just for pastors and deacons, but for all the baptized. Themes for 2024 and beyond 
are still under consideration. 
 
Last Reformation Day, the SVTF participated in a joint meeting with the Advocacy Policy Council and the 
Diversity and Justice Task Force. Each group shared information on work they were doing and what each 
hoped to accomplish in the coming months and years. This meeting included breakout discussions in 
groups centered around four areas identified by the Diversity and Justice Task Force—gender justice, 
LGBTQIA+ justice, racial justice, and disability justice—in which participants identified goals and needs 
for ministry in each of these areas.  The aim of this meeting was not just to set goals, but to make an 
honest diagnosis of where our Synod and its member congregations are starting from, in order to 
measure transformation as we move forward. 
 
In our January meeting, the new Synod logo was unveiled, as was the “Thrive” video now available on 
the Synod’s YouTube page. We also had updates from the Diversity and Justice Task Force on the 
development of their mission statement; an introduction to the new En Conjunto Latinx ministry and Pr. 
Justin Eller, who is splitting his time between a call at Amazing Grace, Lawrenceville and as a member of 
the Synod staff; and an overview of the “Ignite” evangelism strategy.  We also began discussions on 
framing the 2022 focus on evangelism—what that looks like, and how we can begin to equip, empower, 
and engage leaders in this work. 
 
The Strategic Vision Task Force is composed of the following members:  Joshua Robinson (Atonement, 
Atlanta); Pr. Chris Hermanson (Epiphany, Suwanee, GA); Harolyn Light (Atonement, Atlanta); Stephen 
Schrader (Shades Valley, Birmingham); Rhonda Clay (St. John’s, Knoxville); Emily Lawrence; John Brenke 
(Christus Victor, Ocean Springs, MS); Jonathan Awtrey (LC of the Incarnation, Marietta); Molly Boland 
(Advent, Murfreesboro, TN); and synod council liaison Dr. Roland Welmaker (Atonement, Atlanta); 
synod staff liaisons include Pr. Michael Jannett and Bishop Kevin Strickland. 
 
  


