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James R. Crumley Jr. Archives 
2020-2021 Report 

 
Administration 

Administration 

Personnel 

Currently, the Archives employs four part-time workers: Shannon Smith, director and archivist; Trudy 
Bouknight, office manager; Ellen Triplett, archivist aid; and Ashley Ragland, junior archivist. 

Limited Access 

Our policy for patrons to access the records at the Crumley Archives conforms to LR’s policy for 
Lineberger Library patrons. 

Office Hours 

Staff is available M, T, Th, from 9:00-3:00, and W, F, from 9:00-1:00. 

New and Ongoing Projects 

“Lutheran Church Visitor” 

The “Lutheran Church Visitor” has been digitized from microfilm.  We are working with USC’s “Historical 
Newspapers of South Carolina” project to index this material so that the newspaper can be eventually 
placed online.1  Progress has been made in this area. 

“Historic Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary Collection” 

We are in the process of sending archives in digital format to USC.  Originally, this project was to take 
the form of an exhibit.  The University informed us this spring that it will be cataloged by ContentDM  
(instead.  Currently, we have 119 items uploaded.  Our limit is 445 items ranging from recordings, 
documents, photographs, and manuscripts.  The collection, which is still under construction, can be 
found at https://digital.tcl.sc.edu/digital/collection/ltss/search.  

Oral Histories 

Our team had planned to launch a new oral history project.  The aim of this project would be to 
interview Lutherans across the South and “spotlight” the interview in the “Archival Survey”.  Our first 
interviewee was with the Rev. David Keck of North Carolina (LTSS, class of 1964). 

Rev. J.P. Margart Journals 

A generous benefactor has sponsored the digitization of Rev. J.P. Margart Papers.  The journal can be 
accessed, with other manuscripts, at https://www.crumleyarchives.com/manuscripts.  

 

 

 
1 http://historicnewspapers.sc.edu/  
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Development 

Banquet 

This year’s banquet has been rescheduled to Oct. 30, 2021.  The Crumley Archives will honor and 
congratulate the Rev. and Mrs. Don and Brenta Poole, Lutheridge, and the N.C. Synod. 

Networking and Outreach 

Patronage 

The Archives continues to receive weekly requests regarding church histories, records, genealogies, and 
Lutheran heritage.  Most requests are made via our website, though phone calls are not unusual.  
Research fees are paid mainly through PayPal.   

Memberships 

The Crumley Archives belongs to two archival organizations in South Carolina: PALMCOP (Palmetto 
Archives, Libraries, Museums, Council on Preservation) and SCAA (South Carolina Archival Association).  I 
presently serve on both boards.  We’ve also maintained our membership with the Lutheran Historical 
Conference.   

Web Presence 

Our website has changed!  Find us at www.crumleyarchive.com.  

We have uploaded a complete inventory to our website, which documents every collection we have in 
the Archives.  This tool allows patrons to check if we have a collection on-site.  Online collections are 
being added continuously.   

In addition to the complete inventory, we have also uploaded a catalogue of our library.  All inventories 
and finding aids can be accessed at https://www.crumleyarchives.com/finding-aids.  

“Archival Survey” 

The “Archival Survey” continues to circulate semi-annually.  If you would like to receive a printed 
newsletter in the mail, please submit a request with your address at 
https://www.crumleyarchives.com/contact-us.  Home addresses will be kept private.    

Congregational Workshops 

If your congregation would like to receive consultation regarding its historic records and how to properly 
preserve and maintain them, please contact us via our website at 
https://www.crumleyarchives.com/contact-us.  

Respectfully submitted,   

 

Shannon L. Smith 


