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THE DEATH OF THE REVEREND FREDERICK (FRED) KRAUTWURST 
 
Pastor Fred Krautwurst, 78, lately of Cartersville, GA, died Wednesday evening, April 29, 2020, 
from pneumonia, possibly Covid related, following a long health decline.  A worship service 
celebrating Pastor Fred’s life and ministry will take place at a later date, with his remains being 
interred in the Cross of Life Columbarium.  In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial 
donations be given to: Cross of Life Lutheran Church, 1000 Hembree Road, Roswell, GA, 
30076; or, Affinis Hospice of Cartersville, 5 S. Public Square, Cartersville, GA, 30120. 
 
Born on November 2, 1941 to Philip and Lena (Laue) Krautwurst, Pastor Fred received his 
bachelor’s degree from University of Maryland in 1964 and his Master of Divinity degree from 
Gettysburg Seminary in 1968.  A person who loved God and loved God’s people, Pastor Fred 
faithfully served congregations throughout the Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, including St. Matthew in Rossville GA (1968-72), Advent in Doraville GA 
(1973-78), Our Redeemer in Montgomery AL (1978-92) and Nativity in Austell GA (1992 – 
2006).  He also served as an Interim Pastor at Trinity in Hixson TN and Cross of Life in Roswell 
GA, where he held his membership upon retirement.  In addition to congregational ministry, 
Pastor Fred served as Chaplain in the Air Force Reserves and was founder and President of 
the Rod and Staff Foundation which supported second career seminarians.  He also served the 
greater church as Dean of the Foothills Conference and Synod Constitutional Reviewer for 
many years.  In 2018, he celebrated 50 years in the ordained ministry.  
 
Fred was always interested in technology and broadcast radio.  At University of Maryland he 
hosted a radio show at campus station WUMD, and later gave on-air advice as “The Midnight 
Minister” at station WSB.   promoted CB radio in its early days and his handle was Radio 
Dispatched Clergy.  Fred enjoyed building his own computers from early Radio Shack kits to 
complex towers in more recent times.  He also loved music, especially the island tunes of 
Jimmy Buffet. 
 
Pastor Krautwurst is survived by his sister Linda Lawrence and her husband Tom of Silver 
Spring, MD; his former wife of 45 years, Darlene Krautwurst; his daughter Amy Swafford; his 
grandchildren Haley Swafford, Philip Schiltz and Lena Matheny; and great-grandchildren Wyatt 
and Kyndalea, and numerous nieces and nephews.  Jennifer and Craig Schiltz, Philip’s 
adoptive parents, have been a source of unfailing love and support for Fred and had “adopted” 
him as part of their family. 
 
We remember our servant in Christ's Church with deep love and affection for the years of faithful 
service to the Church. We commend the Reverend Fred Krautwurst to the loving arms of God as 
we celebrate our common faith in the hope of the resurrection to eternal life. 
 
Condolences: Fred’s sister, Ms. Linda Lawrence, 14453 Jaystone Dr, Silver Springs, MD 20905  
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